Health Assistant I 8331 

Grade Level: 11 (36 weeks, double period)

Students explore careers in the allied health field by developing basic skills common to several assisting careers. They study body structure and function, principles of health, microbes and disease, and an overview of the national health and patient care system. Supervised work education or on-the-job training may begin as part of the course in hospitals, nursing homes, or public health agencies and is managed by the HOE teacher.

Health Assistant II 8332

Grade Level: 12 (36 weeks, triple period)

Prerequisite: Health Assistant I 

Students choose advanced preparation in one of the four tracks—dental, allied health, medical, or nursing—for further classroom instruction and clinical practice. Course content is based on validated competencies for a specific worker such as dental aide, medical assistant, physical therapy aide, or respiratory therapy assistant. Students achieve advanced skills in assisting with therapeutic and emergency measures, patient rehabilitation, care of the elderly; preparing the patient for examination; and performing simple laboratory procedures and health tests. Students prepare to assist physicians, dentists, nurses, and/or therapists in hospitals, nursing homes, clinics, and public health facilities in such jobs as orderly, sterile supply aide, and physical therapy aide. Successful completion may prepare students to take the exam for Certified Nurse Aide and employment in areas such as certified nursing assistant, dental aide, and respiratory therapy assistant.

Available upon completion of Health Assistant I and/or II:

· Nurse Aide (Virginia Board of Nursing)

· Health Assisting Assessment (NOCTI)

· Home Health Aide Assessment (NOCTI)

· Nursing Assisting Assessment (NOCTI)

· National Health Care Foundation Skills Standards Assessment (National Consortium on Health Science and Technology Education/NOCTI)

	Credential Title/Description/Entity
	How to Earn Credential
	Implementation Data
	Possible Preparatory Courses/Career Cluster

	Nurse Aide

Certification for individuals who perform patient care in support of registered professional nurses and other health care personnel

Virginia Board of Nursing


	· Complete an approved nurse aide program. 

· Pass a practical and written test focusing on basic emergency procedures, vital signs, intake and output, bathing and oral hygiene, care of the skin, communication and interpersonal skills, infection control, patients’ rights, restorative therapy, and the unique needs and behaviors of the cognitively impaired patient.

	348 students were reported as having passed this assessment for 2005-06

Reimbursement “snapshot” for 2006:  119 students attempted this certification exam with 95 passing.


	Choose one of the following:  

· Health Assistant II 8332

· Nursing Assistant II 8360/8362

· Practical Nursing II 8358

Health Science



	Nursing Assisting Assessment

Occupational competency assessment of skills and knowledge covered in nursing assisting instruction

National Occupational Competency Testing Institute (NOCTI)


	Pass the NOCTI knowledge-based exam (3058) consisting of 116 test items.  Test includes basic nursing skills, personal care services, mental health and social service needs, client rights, employability skills, and basic restorative devices.  
	During 2004 through 2006, 6 Virginia students have taken this assessment with 4 scoring at or above the national norm.
2006:  6 Virginia students took the assessment with 4 scoring at or above the national norm.

National Norm:  70.8

Virginia Norm:  74.3


	Choose one of the following:  
· Health Assistant II 8332

· Nursing Assistant II 8360/8362

· Practical Nursing II 8358
Health Science

	Home Health Aide Assessment

Occupational competency assessment of skills and knowledge covered in home health aide instruction

National Occupational Competency Testing Institute (NOCTI)


	Pass the NOCTI knowledge-based exam (2048) consisting of 131 test items.  Test includes first aid, abbreviations, vocabulary and communication, employability skills, client care/medications, safety, nutrition and elimination, positioning, client transfer, personal care, home maintenance management, and client rights. 


	During 2004 through 2006, 22 Virginia students have taken this assessment with 7 scoring at or above the national norm.
2006:  15 Virginia students took the assessment with 6 scoring at or above the national norm.

National Norm:  68.7

Virginia Norm:  62.4
	Choose one of the following:  
· Health Assistant II 8332

· Nursing Assistant II 8360/8362

· Practical Nursing II 8358
Health Science

	Health Assisting Assessment

Occupational competency assessment of skills and knowledge covered in basic health assisting instruction

National Occupational Competency Testing Institute (NOCTI)


	Pass the NOCTI knowledge-based exam (2044) consisting of 123 test items.  Test includes medical terminology, observation and communication, employment skills, and health assisting skills.


	During 2004 through 2006, 1 Virginia students have taken this assessment with 1 scoring at or above the national norm.
2006:  No Virginia students took the assessment.

National Norm:  74.5

Virginia Norm:  73.7


	Choose one of the following:  
· Health Assistant II 8332

· Nursing Assistant II 
· 8360/8362

· Practical Nursing II 8358
Health Science



	National Health Care Foundation Skill Standards Assessment

This assessment is based on recognized foundational industry standards for the national health science career cluster.

National Consortium on Health Science and Technology Education (exam administered by National Occupational Competency Testing Institute)


	Individuals must be considered eligible to take the assessment after successful completion of certain specified portfolio criteria as determined by the local instructor.  The following National Health Care Foundation Skill Standards will be included on the assessment:  communications, systems, employability skills, legal responsibilities, ethics, safety practices, teamwork, and health maintenance practices.
	During 2004 through 2006, 87 Virginia students have taken this assessment with 45 scoring at or above the national norm.
2006:  87 Virginia students took the assessment with 45 scoring at or above the national norm.

National Norm:  70.0

Virginia Norm:  68.3


	Choose one of the following:  
· Health Assistant II 8332

· Nursing Assistant II 8360/8362

· Practical Nursing II 8358
Health Science




