References Pertaining to Virginia Student-selected Verified Credit Option
Virginia Department of Education
REGULATIONS ESTABLISHING STANDARDS FOR

ACCREDITING PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN VIRGINIA-2006

8 VAC 20-131
.

5. A student may utilize additional tests for earning verified credit in computer science, technology, career and technical education or

other areas as prescribed by the board in 8 VAC 20-131-110.
6. Students who complete a career and technical education program sequence and pass an examination or occupational competency

assessment in a career and technical education field that confers certification or an occupational competency credential from a recognized industry, or trade or professional association or acquires a professional license in a career and technical education field from the Commonwealth of Virginia may substitute the certification, competency credential, or license for (i) the student selected

verified credit and (ii) either a science or history and social science verified credit when the certification, license, or credential confers more than one verified credit. The examination or occupational competency assessment must be approved by the Board of Education as an additional test to verify student achievement.
See:

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/Accountability/soafulltxt.pdf
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

“Career and technical students may earn two verified credits toward a Standard Diploma by completing a program sequence and passing a recognized certification or licensure examination. One of these may be substituted for a verified credit in either science or history and the other used as a student-selected verified credit.”

“Virginia Department of Education News,” October 11, 2007

“Most students will earn these required verified units of credit by passing end-of-course SOL tests. Students also may earn verified units of credit in English, mathematics, history/social science, and science by passing substitute tests of equal or greater rigor approved by the Board of Education, such as Advanced Placement (AP) tests. Your school counselor can provide more information about substitute tests.

Career and technical education students may earn student-selected* verified credits by passing examinations for industry certification or licensure. Career and technical students who complete a program sequence and earn two student-selected verified credits by passing a recognized certification or licensure examination may substitute** one of these credits for a verified unit of credit in either science or history/social science.  

“Virginia Graduation Requirements 2007 and Beyond,” Virginia Department of Education (brochure)   See:  http://www.doe.virginia.gov/2plus4in2004/index.shtml
From:  “CTE Administrative Planning Guide, 2007–2008” (Section:  Introduction to APG)

Criteria for Earning Student-Selected Verified Credit

Student-selected verified credit will be awarded for certification or licensure examinations that meet all of the following criteria:

· Industry certification or licensure examinations that are approved to satisfy the requirements for the Board of Education’s Career and Technical Education Seal and the Board of Education’s Seal of Advanced Mathematics and Technology will satisfy requirements for student-selected verified credits.

· Occupational competency assessments from the National Occupational Competency Testing Institute (NOCTI) are approved for verified credit only.

· For students to be eligible to receive student-selected verified credits, their teacher must be certified by the issuing organization relative to the industry certification or licensure. In the case of a CTE program area where there are potential multiple certifications, the teacher must be certified in at least one industry certification that is related to the course and/or course sequence. Exception: No teacher certification requirement exists for the award of verified credits to students passing a selected NOCTI assessment related to their CTE program. 

· A standard credit may not be verified more than once.

· One student-selected verified credit will be awarded for passing each certification or licensure examination or occupational competency assessment that meets all of the above criteria if the student earns one standard unit of credit only in the career and technical education concentration.

· Two student-selected verified credits will be awarded for passing each certification or licensure examination or occupational competency assessment that meets all of the above criteria if the student

· meets the CTE concentration or specialization course requirements for program completer, and

· earns at least two standard units of credit in the CTE concentration.
See:  http://www.doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/Instruction/CTE/apg/
