Norfolk Public Schools

Curriculum and Professional Development

English Department

Title of Lesson:  Vote For Me!  Creating Presidential Campaign Advertisements


Strand:  Media Literacy

SOL Correlations:  5.3 a,b



Overview:  In this lesson, students will become producers of media.  They will experience, evaluate, and produce a media product (Campaign Advertisement)
Preparation/Materials:  
· Website:  http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/commercials/1988
· Website:  http://www.presidentsusa.net/campaignslogans.html
Instructional Activities: 
Anticipatory Activity:

Visit:  http://www.livingroomcandidate.org/commercials/1988 and share a variety of presidential campaign advertisements.  Tell the students to watch carefully for the last words of each ad. This is the campaign slogan or message that the president wants you to remember from this commercial.  

Lesson Procedure:
Session 1:

View Ronald Reagan’s 1980 advertisement and discuss the following points:

1. What did Ronald Reagan do for the state of California as governor?

2. Why are his past accomplishments important?

3. What is the campaign slogan from this commercial?

Encourage students to share other facts that they know about this president.

Session 2:

Discuss the following ideas with your students:

1.  How does a presidential candidate determine what issues he/she wants to address?

2.  If you were going to run for president of our country what issue would you choose?  What would your slogan be?

Visit Google Images:  Presidential Campaign Posters.  Choose a few past president posters and share them with the class.  Discuss each president’s campaign slogan on the poster.  What does the creator of this poster use to capture the reader’s attention?

Independent Practice:
Each student should create their own campaign poster and slogan.  They can create it using paper, poster board or a computer program.  Each poster should include a picture or drawing of the candidate and a campaign slogan.  As the creator of this media message, students want to make sure their message is clear and specific to a cause.  Students should be encouraged to use their creativity when decorating this campaign poster.  What do they want the country to know about them?
Lesson Variations:  Instead of a poster, students could create a radio commercial or Web page.

