English SOL Institute 
Secondary Media Literacy Strand
Chuck Miller
J.T. Henley Middle School
 “Middle School Media Mosaic”

Key Points in Media Literacy
A. Embed Media Literacy throughout content
B. Pair with research to create a research “product”
C. Pair with persuasive/analytical reading and writing
D. Distinguish between fact and opinion
E. Identify author, audience, content, and purpose of media messages
F. Compare/contrast auditory, visual, and written media messages
G. Review media for persuasive or rhetorical devices
H. Provide opportunities for collaboration and use of 21st century skills
I. Opportunities to write/analyze blogs, Web sites, Pod casts, wikis, etc.
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Getting to Know You 
Presentation Requirements

Medium Choices:
Poster
Power point

Presentation must include:
Biographical information
Observations about personality
Examples of likes and dislikes
Activities in which the interview subject is involved
Special interests
Any interesting information gathered in the research that might be relevant

Sources:
Introduce Yourself Sheet
Interview
Photo
Internet research

Documentation:
Web sites visited
Other sources used 
The Interview
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Literacy Explosion Unit

The purpose of this unit, much like the purpose of the contest that inspired it, is “to promote the integration of literacy and 21st century learning skills.”  The unit allows you to showcase not only your excellence in skills traditionally associated with the English classroom such as reading, writing, and speaking, but in other areas as well, such as presenting, filming, drawing, and acting.

To achieve this purpose, you will: 
1. Choose a novel that you have read and which you would like to encourage other students to read. 
2. Demonstrate your knowledge of the novel by completing a “Plot Notes” graphic organizer.  
3. Write a brief essay in which you persuade other students to read the novel.  
4. Choose a media category through which to convey your message.
5. Map out your project with a storyboard or other graphic organizer.
6.  Complete your media project.  (You will have six days in the computer lab at school to work on the project.)

You may wish to work to with another student or two.   If you choose to work with others, you will still be responsible for individual “Plot Notes” graphic organizer work and an individual persuasive essay.  You are also agreeing to accept the grade that is assigned to the group for the completed media project.  

The categories for this unit are as follows:

Book Covers
Design a book cover with the intent to entice readers or to market the book.  Take into consideration front and back covers and flaps.

Book Trailer
Prepare a video 2-4 minutes in length about a book. The purpose of the video is to persuade the audience to read the book. (The trailer may not include footage or music from a motion picture.)

Photo Essay
Create a photo essay that depicts themes/main ideas or scenes/essential details from a book.  Essays should have a minimum of six original photographs and may include quotes or phrases taken from the represented text.


Podcast
Produce a podcast that creatively interprets the book.  Ideas include, but are not limited to, having a radio interview of the author or a debate about an idea that is presented in the text.

Scene It
Choose a pivotal scene from the book to dramatize.  Record the scene using digital technology.  Props, musical instruments, prerecorded music, costumes, etc. may be used and are encouraged.  Performances may be no longer than five minutes.

Grading “Look- fors”:
The completed student project should:
Demonstrate knowledge of the book’s content and key elements
Make use of well-chosen examples and details from the chosen text
Make effective use of the chosen medium
Encourage its audience to read the book
Demonstrate creativity
Demonstrate accuracy (with details and with grammar/usage where applicable)

You most likely will need/want to work at home, as well as at school.  Therefore, it would be a good idea to bring a flash drive so that you can transport your work back and forth. Additionally, you should be sure to save all work in your shared folder at school.
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Digital Project Me

Now that you have studied how authors create and develop characters in works of fiction, you will focus on a “real-life character” that you know well –yourself.  You will introduce yourself by completing a digital Project Me assignment.  This assignment is a continuation of our yearlong emphasis on presentation skills.  You will create a power point presentation about yourself in which you will creatively make use of the various methods of characterization:  physical appearance, environment, actions, words, thoughts, personality, traits, and reactions/impressions of others.

This project is loosely based on a Facebook profile, but you will want to be more in depth about yourself then you might be on an actual Facebooki page.  

Your presentation should include the following (at least one slide for each category):

Profile
· 
· gender
· family 
· hometown
· current picture


Status
· What are you doing now that you want the world to know about?


My Character
· 3-5 quick details about your personality

My Past
· 3 important facts about your past/background



Activities/Interests
· at least 3 activities/interests

Favorite Quotes:
· 2 or 3


Favorite Class
· 
· name of class
· what you do
· why you like it
· photo of you “in action” either in the class or working on an assignment for the class




Favorite Trip
· where
· why memorable
· photo from the trip
My Friends
· at least 3
· photos, names
· fact or detail about each


Sources 
· Credit any borrowed images, music, or information.

The soundtrack for your presentation should be a song that represents your character or personality.
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Source #1
A) What type of source is it? (Circle one.)

	Online:
	Print (or something seen/heard in person):

	· General Website (find an author if possible)
· Article from a Database
· Magazine or Newspaper Article
	· Artwork, Cartoon, Map/Chart, Sound Recording, Video Clip
· Radio/TV Interview
· Part of a Online Book
	· Book
· Newspaper or Magazine Article
· Film
· Sound Recording
	· Visual Art Piece or Photograph
· Interview
· Cartoon



B) Find the following information if you plan to use this source in your bibliography.
1)	Author* (last name, first name):  _______________________________________________________
2)	Title:  _____________________________________________________________________________________
3)	Name of Publishing Organization or Institution: _____________________________________
4)	Web Address (the URL): http://www.____________________________________________________
5)	Date* Published:  _____________________  6) Date Accessed (for online):  _______________
7) Publishing City (for print):  __________________   8) Pages Used: (for print):____________
* Collect as much information as you can.  Sometimes there is no specific author (just an organization) or publishing date.

9) Cornell Notes:  Summarize when you take notes.  Do not copy information verbatim!
	LEFT SIDE
	RIGHT SIDE

	Names, dates, and important ideas.
	Bullets go on this side.  Includes quotes, explanations, and important facts.

	
	

	EX:  childhood (pg. 23)
	· EX:  grew up in poor neighborhood but learned the value of hard work from good parents

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


*Add additional pages if needed*

Annotation #1
	A) Brief summary (1-2 sentences) of the source. 


B) Evaluation/critique (2-3 sentences). 
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Twitter Retell



A seemingly insignificant classroom confrontation is blown out of proportion and news of it goes nationwide in Avi’s novel, Nothing But the Truth.  The story of Phillip Malloy’s humming of the National Anthem to irk his homeroom teacher is communicated and miscommunicated at almost lightning speed, and by the time the story reaches the airwaves of a talk radio show, Phillip is portrayed as a patriot standing up for his First Amendment rights.  The novel takes place more than twenty years ago before the age of modern communication tools such as Facebook, texting, Twitter, even before e-mail.  If Phillip’s story could be disseminated and distorted so quickly and easily with old-fashioned means of communication such as letters, telephone calls, and newspaper articles, imagine how the story might spread in today’s world.
 
Your assignment is to tell the story of the novel in a series of tweets sent by the main characters.  Remember that a tweet contains no more than 140 characters.  In addition to relaying the main events of the novel, the tweets should also make clear the roles that the characters play in the novel, and they should establish the personalities and motivations of the characters.  You must include Phillip and Ms. Narwin in your writing. You must also include at least five of the following characters: Ted Griffen, Allison Doresett, Mr. Malloy, Mrs. Malloy, Dr. Doane, Dr.Seymour, Dr. Palleni, Mr. Lunser.  You may also use any of the minor characters that you wish.
 
The total number of tweets is your decision, but you must provide at least a dozen for Phillip and Ms. Narwin respectively. You also should provide at least five each for the other main characters that you choose to represent in your writing.
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Advertising Group Project

Purpose:  This assignment is designed to exemplify your creativity as you demonstrate your knowledge of some of the persuasive marketing techniques discussed in class.

Task:  Proctor and Gamble, a large parent company in the US responsible for many of the items we use every day, is eager to tap into America’s burgeoning teen demographic.  Knowing that teens have the power to influence parents spending, P&G wants to freshen up a few of their brands to capture the attention of this powerful group.  As a marketing firm (with at least 2 other friends), you will be given a Proctor and Gamble product to “rebrand” for the teen market.  Your firm will create a new advertising campaign for these products that appeals to this target audience. 

Requirements:

1. Your campaign MUST include the following components:
a. a description of the product
b. a description of the target audience 
c. a slogan
d. a new logo or trademark

2. Your campaign must also include at least four of the following components:
a. 
b. Jingle
c. Billboard
d. Magazine Ad
e. Newspaper Ad
f. Radio commercial
g. Television commercial
h. Web page
i. Bumper sticker
j. T-shirt
k. Button


3. You may work in pairs or as a group of three.  All members of the group will receive the same grade, so choose well the people with whom you work.

4. In addition to the work proscribed in #3, #4 and #5 above, you will be responsible for a written explanation of your campaign.  This piece of writing should explain the rationale of your choices in “rebranding” this product. 

5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Your campaign must be in good taste and appropriate for a classroom audience.  Your teacher will make the final decision concerning what is in good taste and appropriate. 
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Reference within this presentation to any specific 

commercial or non-commercial product, process, 

or service by trade name, trademark, 

manufacturer or otherwise does not constitute 

or imply an endorsement, recommendation, or 

favoring by the Virginia Department of 

Education.

Disclaimer
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