Organizational Patterns/Text Structures

	Pattern/Structure
	Description
	Transitional Words and Phrases

	Enumeration/Listing (Grades 7-9)
	Items are randomly listed in a series of supporting facts or details. Changing the order does not change the meaning of the writing.
	First, three

	Concept/Definition (Grades 7-9)
	Writing is devoted to defining a term or idea. Concept is initially defined and then further expanded with examples and restatements.
	Refers to, thus, also, furthermore, 

characterized by, for instance, in other words, put another way, refers to, that is, thus, usually 



	Chronological/Sequential 

(Grades 6-9)
	The order in which events occurred. Time order.
	Today, meanwhile, later, before, afterwards

	Compare/Contrast (Grades 6-9)
	Shows similarities and differences


	Similarly, on the other hand, than, likewise, neither… nor, either… or

	Cause/Effect (Grades 6-9)
	Reasons and results are discussed (because, hence, consequently, for this reason)


	As a result of, so, since, consequently, because, therefore, 

	Problem-Solution (Grades 6-9)
	Identify the problem and pose one or more solutions
	First step, finally, therefore, consequently

	Process (Grades 7-9)
	Sequence of events is described. It instructs the reader how to do something.
	Begins with, in order to, afterwards, at last, eventually, first of all

	Generalization or Principle 

(Grades 6-9)
	Organize information into general statements with supporting details. 


	as a rule, as usual, for the most part, generally, generally speaking, ordinarily, usually




Grade 6:  Identify the author’s organization pattern.

Grade 7:  Use text structures to aid comprehension.

Grade 8:  Identify an author’s organizational pattern using textual clues, such as transitional words and phrases.

Grade 9:  Understand the purpose of text structures and use those features to locate information and gain meaning from texts.

Grad 10:  Identify text organization and structure. 




