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Old Non-fiction SOL







English 11

11.4 The student will read and analyze a variety of informational materials.

a)  Use information from texts to clarify or refine understanding of academic concepts.

b)  Read and follow directions to complete an application for college admission, for a

scholarship, or for employment.

c)  Apply concepts and use vocabulary in informational and technical materials to complete a

task.

d)  Generalize ideas from selections to make predictions about other texts.

e)  Analyze information from a text to draw conclusions.

New Non-fiction SOL







English 11

11.5 The student will read and analyze a variety of nonfiction texts. 

a) Use information from texts to clarify understanding of concepts. 

b) Read and follow directions to complete an application for college admission, for a scholarship, or for employment. 

c) Generalize ideas from selections to make predictions about other texts. 

d) Draw conclusions and make inferences on explicit and implied information using textual support. 

e) Analyze two or more texts addressing the same topic to identify authors’ purpose and determine how authors reach similar or different conclusions. 

f) Identify false premises in persuasive writing. 

g) Recognize and analyze use of ambiguity, contradiction, paradox, irony, overstatement, and understatement in text. 

h) Generate and respond logically to literal, inferential, evaluative, synthesizing, and critical thinking questions before, during, and after reading texts.

Web Resources:

New York Times poetry Pairings
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/category/poetry-pairings/
TED Talks (Technology, Education, Design)

http://www.ted.com/
Free Documentary films

http://topdocumentaryfilms.com/
The Ghost Map Resources

www.theghostmap.com (Stephen Johnson’s book site)
www.ph.ucla.edu/epi/snow.html (UCLA Epidemiology Department’s site on Dr. John Snow)
http://johnsnow.matrix.msu.edu/ (Michigan State’s site archiving Dr. Snow’s writings)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NugRZGDbPFU (Stephen Johnson’s “Where good ideas come from”)

The Washington Post education blog by Jay Matthews

http://voices.washingtonpost.com/class-struggle/2010/02/help_pick_non-fiction_for_scho.html
Old Non-fiction SOL







English 7

7.6
The student will read and demonstrate comprehension of a variety of informational texts.

a) Use knowledge of text structures to aid comprehension.

b) Use knowledge of words and phrases that signal an author’s organizational pattern to aid comprehension.

c) Distinguish fact from opinion in newspapers, magazines, and other print media.

d) Identify the source, viewpoint, and purpose of texts.

e) Describe how word choice and language structure convey an author’s viewpoint.

f) Summarize what is read.

g) Organize and synthesize information for use in written and oral presentations.

New Non-fiction SOL







English 7

7.6 The student will read and demonstrate comprehension of a variety of nonfiction texts. 

a) Use prior and background knowledge as a context for new learning. (PAR)
b) Use text structures to aid comprehension. 

c) Identify an author’s organizational pattern using textual clues, such as transitional
 words and phrases. 

d) Draw conclusions and make inferences on explicit and implied information. 

e) Differentiate between fact and opinion. 

f) Identify the source, viewpoint, and purpose of texts. 

g) Describe how word choice and language structure convey an author’s viewpoint. 

        
h) Identify the main idea. 

i) Summarize text identifying supporting details. 

j) Identify cause and effect relationships. 

k) Organize and synthesize information for use in written formats. 

 
l) Use reading strategies to monitor comprehension  

        
 throughout the reading process.  
Web Resources

Lincoln’s 2nd Inaugural Address

http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=38
National Geographic’s The Plot to Kill Lincoln

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2jhngcG-88g
The New York Times Opinionator Blog

http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/12/15/in-whitmans-pocket-an-imagined-lincoln/
Whitman’s “When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom’d”

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/174748
“Booth” on Biography
http://www.biography.com/people/john-wilkes-booth-9219681
Interactive source on the manhunt for Booth

http://www.history.com/interactives/john-wilkes-booth-timeline-and-map
Fords Theater webpage
http://www.fordstheatre.org/home/explore-lincoln/learn-story
Excerpt from The Ghost Map
“The search for unpolluted drinking water is as old as civilization itself.  As soon as there were mass human settlements, waterborne diseases like dysentery became a crucial population bottleneck.  For much of human history, the solution to this chronic public health issue was not purifying the water supply.  The solution was to drink alcohol.  In a community lacking pure-water supplies, the closest thing to ‘pure’ fluid was alcohol.  Whatever health risks were posed by beer (and later wine) in the early days of agrarian settlements were more than offset by alcohol’s antibacterial properties.  Dying of cirrhosis of the liver in your forties was better than dying of dysentery in your twenties.”  

Johnson, Stephen.  The Ghost Map. New York:  Riverhead Books, 2006. print.  (page 103)

George Will on The Ghost Map  Perhaps, like many sensible citizens, you read Investor's Business Daily for its sturdy common sense in defending free markets and other rational arrangements. If so, you too may have been startled recently by an astonishing statement on that newspaper's front page. It was in a report on the intention of the world's second-largest brewer, Belgium's InBev, to buy control of the third-largest, Anheuser-Busch, for $46.3 billion. The story asserted: "The [alcoholic beverage] industry's continued growth, however slight, has been a surprise to those who figured that when the economy turned south, consumers would cut back on nonessential items like beer." 
"Non wh at"? Do not try to peddle that proposition in the bleachers or at the beaches in July. It is closer to the truth to say: No beer, no civilization. 
The development of civilization depended on urbanization, which depended on beer. To understand why, consult Steven Johnson's marvelous 2006 book, "The Ghost Map: The Story of London's Most Terrifying Epidemic -- and How It Changed Science, Cities, and the Modern World." It is a great scientific detective story about how a horrific cholera outbreak was traced to a particular neighborhood pump for drinking water. 
Johnson suggests, not unreasonably, that this explains why certain of the world's population groups, such as Native Americans and Australian Aborigines, have had disproportionately high levels of alcoholism: These groups never endured the cruel culling of the genetically unfortunate that town dwellers endured. If so, the high alcoholism rates among Native Americans are not, or at least not entirely, ascribable to the humiliations and deprivations of the reservation system. Rather, the explanation is that not enough of their ancestors lived in towns. 

But that is a potential stew of racial or ethnic sensitivities that we need not stir in this correction of Investor's Business Daily. Suffice it to say that the good news is really good: Beer is a health food. And you do not need to buy it from those wan, unhealthy-looking people who, peering disapprovingly at you through rimless Trotsky-style spectacles, seem to run all the health food stores. So let there be no more loose talk -- especially not now, with summer arriving -- about beer not being essential. Benjamin Franklin was, as usual, on to something when he said, "Beer is living proof that God loves us and wants us to be happy." Or, less judgmentally, and for secular people who favor a wall of separation between church and tavern, beer is evidence that nature wants us to be.

Will, George F. "Survival of the Suddiest." Washington Post. The Washington Post, 10 July 2008. Web. 23 July 2012.
Prepare/Assist/Reflect

This strategy helps the students understand how to make connections and comprehend what they are reading. These three steps help students read nonfiction.


Prepare:  

Activate prior knowledge based upon the topic of the text. Prepare students to ask questions about the text. It gives them a chance to preview the text by looking at pictures or other graphics in the book, which are sometimes very important to understanding non-fiction. 

Assist: 

This next step is for students, especially those who are struggling with understanding nonfiction, to ask themselves while they're reading questions that in turn will assist in comprehension. 

· Vocabulary questions

· Character flow charts

· Plot flow chart

· Questions of their own

· Questions about reasoning (faulty or not) that they might not understand.

· Make connections to other books they have read, stories of real life they have experienced or heard, movies or television show they have seen, etc.

Reflect:  

Students review what they have written and read and are asked to examine how they felt reading the text. They are asked to explain what they read to another student in the class.  The listening students should ask clarifying questions if they don’t understand what they are hearing.  If students are able to explain to another student what they have learned from the text, they have comprehended the text.  
Nonfiction and Narrative Nonfiction for High School Students




Ambrose, Stephen
Band of Brothers:  E Company, 506th Regiment, 101st Airborne from Normandy to Hitler’s Eagle’s Nest

Armosky, Jim
Creep and Flutter:  The Secret World of Insects and Spiders
Beal, Ishmael
A Long Way Gone:  Memoirs of a Boy Soldier
Beals, Melba Pattill
Warriors Don’t Cry:  A Searing Memoir of the Battle to Integrate Little Rock’s Central High School
Bissinger, Buzz
Friday Night Lights
Borden, Louise
His Name was Raoul Wallenberg
Capote, Truman
In Cold Blood
Gladwell, Malcolm
Outliers:  The Story of Success

Tipping Point:  How Little Things Can Make a Big Difference

Blink
Grogan, John
Marley and Me
Hamilton, Bethany
Soul Surfer:  A True Story of Faith, Family and Fighting to Get Back on the Board
Hershey, John
Hiroshima
Hillenbrand, Laura
Unbroken:  A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience and Redemption; Seabiscuit

Isaacson, Walter
Steve Jobs
James, Jamie
A Life and Death in Pursuit of Knowledge
Johnson, Steven
The Ghost Map

Where Good Ideas Come From

Everything Bad is Good for you
Junger, Sebastian
The Perfect Storm

War
Keneally, Thomas

Schindler’s List
King, Stephen
On Writing
Krakauer, Jon
Into the Wild

Into Thin Air

Under the Banner of Heaven
Larson, Erik


In the Garden of Beasts 

Devil in the White City

Levine, Matthew
F5:  Devastation, Survival and the Most Violent Tornado Outbreak of the 20th Century
Levitt and Dubmer
Freakonomics:  A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything
Mahmoody, Betty
Not Without My Daughter

McBride, James
The Color of Water
Mortensen, Greg
Three Cups of Tea
Owen, David
40 True Crimes and How Forensic Science Helped Solve Them
Ralson



Between a Rock and a Hard Place
Schlosser
Fast Food Nation
Swanson, James
Manhunt
Chasing Lincoln’s Killer


The Freedom  Writer’s Diary:  How a Teacher and 150 Teens Used  Writing to Change Themselves and the World Around Them
Walls, Jeanette


The Glass Castle

Nonfiction and Narrative Nonfiction for Middle School Students

Bill, Bryan



A Short History of Nearly Everything

Bragg, Georgia
        

How They Croaked:  The Awful Ends of the Awfully 






Famous

Fagan, Brian



The Little Ice Age: How Climate Made History,1300-1850
Freedman, Russell 


The Life and Death of Crazy Horse





Lafayette and the American Revolution

Hayes, Nicky

          

Understanding Psychology
Latifa (pseudo.)


My Forbidden Face:  Growing Up Under the Taliban:  A






Young Woman’s Story
Mortensen, Greg


Three Cups of Tea (YA version)

Murphy, Jim



The True and Terrifying Story of the Yellow Fever 






Epidemic of 1793.

Nolan, Stephanie


Promised the Moon:  The Untold Story of the First






Women in the Space Race
Stewart, Amy
Wicked Plants:  the weed that killed Lincoln’s mother and other botanical atrocities

The Earth Moved: On the Remarkable Achievements of 


Earthworms

Swanson, James
Bloody Times:  the funeral of Abraham Lincoln and the manhunt for Jefferson Davis 
Bloody Crimes:  the chase for Jefferson Davis and the death pageant for Lincoln’s corpse
Chasing Lincoln’s Killer

Taylor, Stephen


Caliban’s Shore:  The Wreck of the Grosvenor and the 






Strange Fate of her Survivors
Turner, Tracey
      

Dreadful Fates:  What a Shocking Way to Go! 
Winchester, Simon


Krakatoa:  The Day the World Exploded:  Aug. 27, 1883
