Lesson Skill: Organizing information into short reports



Strand: Research
SOL:   3.11

          4.9 c

          5.9 c,d
Materials

· Sticky notes
· Pencils

· Loose leaf paper

· Copies of “Interview Questions” handout

· Copies of a revision checklist of the teacher’s choice
Lesson
1. Students will interview a classmate for the purpose of writing a short report about them.  Teachers should either allow students to pick a classmate they would like to interview or assign partners.
2. Once students have a partner, the central topic of their short report, they need to develop a list of questions they would like to know about their partner.  Teachers should remind students that they will be writing a report about their partner and they need as much information as possible. Questions that will provide more detailed answers will be better for this particular report, than one word answers.

3. Each student in the class will come up with one sample question they would like to ask. Remind students to keep in mind that the questions they create should produce an answer more than “Yes”/”No”.  They will write the questions on a sticky note and place the sticky note on the board.  

4. The teacher will then split the board into a t-chart labeled “Keep”/”Trash”. As a class students will discuss and decide on which side of the t-chart each question should go.  The teacher should guide the students in understanding questions providing more detailed answers are better.  A simple question like “What is your favorite food” will not provide as much information as “If you could pick any food to eat for the rest of your life what would it be? Why, would you choose that food?” 
5. Students will then create five descriptive questions to ask their partner. They will record the questions on the handout listed above.

6. The teacher will walk around the room during the question creation time and give guidance to those students in need of more detail.  When students finish the questions they need to get them approved by the teacher.

7. Students will conduct partner interviews using the questions they created.

8. Students will then take the data they have collected and write a short report about their partner.  The report should be a paragraph or two in length.  Be sure to remind students to have a strong opening, flow, and closing.

9. When students have finished the rough drafts of the partner interview report they will switch the paper with another classmate not in the partnership.  Classmates will proof the writing for a proper opening, order of ideas, and closing.  The teacher should provide students with a revision checklist of their choice for the students to use to check sheet the short report.
10. Students will then edit and write the final draft of the partner interview short report.  After they have finished writing students will read the report to the class.
