Help Wanted!  Important Figures in Virginia History

Donna Moring, Colonial Heights Public Schools

Donna_Moring@colonialhts.net
Media Literacy /Research
Materials

· Colored paper

· Flap organizer title page (attached)

· Examples of various types of media

· Computer access

· Resume examples

· Resume template

Lesson

Begin lesson with a teacher led discussion of media messages and how they are constructed for a purpose.  Emphasize that media messages are for an audience and have a purpose (to persuade, inform, entertain, sell or a combination).  Display various types of media that can be used for an audience.  Auditory media can be heard and includes music, radio, speeches and video.  Visual media can be viewed and includes television, video and Web-based materials. Written media includes text and includes newspapers, magazines, books, and advertising.  Discuss each of the types of media and how they can be used to gather information.  

Complete the 3 flap organizer attached.  Using a colored piece of paper students should fold the paper and leave a 3 inch tab on the bottom.  They should then fold the paper across into 3 equal parts.  Students then cut up the fold lines and glue the titles from the organizer on the front of each flap and the tab at the bottom.  Students use information given about the 3 types of media and glue the corresponding descriptions under the correct flap.
Explain to students that they are going to complete a project using many types of the media discussed.  Students will create a resume of 
someone important to Virginia history and present their resume to the class.
Discuss resumes and how they are needed to apply for most jobs.  A resume uses clear and concise language to state a person’s accomplishments and background.  They also show that the jobseeker has the right experience and education for the job and show a clear sense of career purpose.  Students should begin by brainstorming all the things they think a resume should include.  Some examples would be work experience, skills, awards, honors, education and military experience.  Display examples of resumes and discuss their parts.  Teachers may also show students their own resumes for further understanding.  Explain that students will use various types of media to find the information needed to complete a resume for their historical   figure.
Students choose a person important to Virginia history that correlates to the Virginia Studies SOL.  Review with students how to select and use appropriate references and organize and evaluate information.  Students should also review how to skim information and develop notes that include important concepts that correlate with the information needed to complete the resume template.  Information obtained must be summarized or paraphrased in the students own words.  Plagiarism and its consequences should be discussed and students should list all sources used including the author, title, and date of the information.  (Teacher modeling of each of these steps in the research process is recommended to ensure student understanding.) Students then obtain various types of media using available technology to gather information about their topic.  Information must be gained from at least one auditory type of media, one visual (online) type of media and one written (print) type of media.
Students fill out a prepared template of a resume of the media information they found and present their resume to the class as the rest of the class listens to the presentations and tries to determine the name of the historical figure based on the resume information presented.  Students may also create a drawing or other type of illustration depicting their Virginian to accompany their presentation.
