2012 English SOL Institute—Research

   Annotated Resource List


Search Tools

· Google It! (www.google.com) 

· Narrow by extension site:edu, site:org, etc.

· Use quotes to define specific phrases ex. “global warming”  “street art”

· Google Custom Search (especially for middle grades and beginning researchers)

· http://www.google.com/cse/ to create your custom search

· Collaborate with your colleagues or your students by granting editing privileges and allowing them to add relevant sites to your search engine!

· Twitter (www.twitter.com) 

· Use Twitter #keyword or “Advanced Search” to hone in on a topic by checking out the articles and sites that have been tweeted by the experts

· Follow and connect with @experts on a topic

· www.Twitterfall.com provides a way to track hot button issues and see what is being said around the world about a topic. The Geolocation feature also helps you see where tweets are originating.

· Diigo www.diigo.com or www.diigo.com/education 

· Use the Diigo search tool to find groups and people who are interested in your research topic.  Browsing their public bookmarks can lead to good information.

Source Evaluation Resources

· Schrock, Kathleen. “Critical Evaluation of Information” Kathleen Schrock’s Guide to Everything. 1 May 2012.  http://www.schrockguide.net/critical-evaluation.html 

· This site provides a number of student-friendly evaluation resources, as well as links to other useful websites. 

· Beck, Susan. The Good, The Bad & The Ugly: or, Why It’s a Good Idea to Evaluate Web Sources.  1997. http://lib.nmsu.edu/instruction/evalcrit.html 

· Although this site is a little outdated, it still provides a useful and simple way of looking at website evaluation (authority, accuracy, objectivity, currency, coverage).  It also has great examples that you can use with your students to practice evaluating sources.  

· Harris, Robert. “Evaluating Internet Research Sources” Virtual Salt. 22 November 2010. http://www.virtualsalt.com/evalu8it.htm 
· I like this site for the CARS acronym is provides.  See summary below:
  

	Credibility
	trustworthy source, author’s credentials, evidence of quality control, known or respected authority, organizational support. Goal: an authoritative source, a source that supplies some good evidence that allows you to trust it.

	Accuracy
	up to date, factual, detailed, exact, comprehensive, audience and purpose reflect intentions of completeness and accuracy. Goal: a source that is correct today (not yesterday), a source that gives the whole truth.

	Reasonableness
	fair, balanced, objective, reasoned, no conflict of interest, absence of fallacies or slanted tone. Goal: a source that engages the subject thoughtfully and reasonably, concerned with the truth.

	Support
	listed sources, contact information, available corroboration, claims supported, documentation supplied. Goal: a source that provides convincing evidence for the claims made, a source you can triangulate (find at least two other sources that support it). 


Synthesis and Collaboration

· Diigo www.diigo.com or www.diigo.com/education 

· An excellent alternative to traditional notecards or annotations, Diigo allows students to save, store, and annotate their web sources all in one easily accessible online space.  This process encourages active reading, critical evaluation, and big-picture thinking.  With an educator’s account, teachers can even set up a Diigo classroom so that annotated sources can be shared and graded. 

· Twitter www.twitter.com 

· Create a classroom research account where students can post their sources, link the class with experts in the field, give each other feedback, and discuss problems that arise during the research process.  

· Google Docs www.docs.google.com 

· Along with Diigo, this resource is especially helpful for group-based research projects.  Google Docs allows students to create, store, and edit a document, presentation, or spreadsheet online. All group members have editing privileges and can work together from their different homes to compile their research and create their product.

Teaching and Identifying Plagiarism

· Shragger, Stephanie. “Writing History: From Students to Scholars.” Newshour Extra: A Newshour with Jim Lehrer Special for Students. PBS.org, 2012. http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/teachers/lessonplans/general/plagiarism.html 

· Designed for grades 9-12, this lesson plan helps students to understand plagiarism and its consequences in the real world.

· Kardick, Maria. “Exploring Plagiarism, Copyright, and Paraphrasing.” Read Write Think. NCTE, 2012. http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/exploring-plagiarism-copyright-paraphrasing-1062 

· Designed for grades 6-8, this lesson plan teaches students how to paraphrase effectively and how to organize notes and source information so as to avoid unintentional plagiarism.

· www.Turnitin.com 

· Membership is usually purchased by a school or division and provides teachers and students with valuable teaching and learning tools that can help with identifying and remedying plagiarism.

· Originality Report: After a student uploads his/her paper, the originality report matches that paper to published materials, internet sources, and student papers and determines a percentage match.  Students and teachers can see which specific parts of a paper match the phrasing of published material.

Publishing Opportunities for Research Products

· www.Ustream.tv 

· This site allows your students to broadcast their research presentations live to the world (or maybe just to their parents).  Alan November discusses this resource on his site: www.novemberlearning.com.  

· www.Glogster.com or www.Glogster.edu 

· Glogster allows users to create multimedia digital posters.  Students love it, and while it is no substitute for the rigor of a full research paper, it can be an engaging tool for students to publish a summary of their research findings. 

· www.Prezi.com 

· Prezi is an exciting, non-linear alternative to powerpoint.  Students can publish their prezis to a class or school facebook page to publish their findings.  

· www.Teenink.com 

· This teen publishing zine has a section for academic and opinion writing.  Submit a class set of papers and often one or two of your students will actually be published.  

