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Bullying Project

Overview of unit - Because of the release of the new documentary “Bully,” I decided to work with students on a literature and research-based project to uncover their ideas and hopefully broaden their knowledge-base on the topic of bullying and character education. 
The students will be writing first from their own experience, researching via websites and videos, reading on the subject from Scholastic CHOICES magazine, group reading and reporting on the story “A Letter from the Fringe” by Joan Bauer in Snapshots as well as other pieces of literature, synthesizing the research they have put together into a written and creative project, with the final activity being a reflective journal piece.

· Learning objectives – My main goal for students with this unit are 1) building or improving research skills for school and personal research, 2)writing and speaking about a serious social issue, 3) journal writing to explore a social issue, 4) identifying themes in a piece of literature, 5) working in a group to research and explain concepts, 5) evaluating the effectiveness of websites and videos, 6) using proper MLA format in research writing, 7) synthesizing research to write on a social issue in their words and with facts, 8) develop a creative piece to exemplify their ideas on a social issue, 9) write reflectively on their overall experience once the research, reading, and projects are completed to evaluate their learning.
Virginia 2010 SOL Correlation – 8.3, 8.5-8.9 (Though this can be adapted to any grade level) 
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Afterthoughts...
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Include: 1) address/link, 2) target audience,

3) key info/resources, 4) rank order — why?
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Nonperiodical Web Document, Web Page, or Report **(in-text just use the website title or

URL of video) ie: (bornthisway.com)
Remember to use n.p. if no publisher name is available and n.d. if no publishing date is given.

Editor, author, or compiler name (if available). Name of Site. Version number. Name of institution/organization
affiliated with the site (sponsor or publisher), date of resource creation (if available). Medium of publication. Date
of access.

The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. The Writing Lab and OWL at Purdue and Purdue U, 2008. Web. 23 Apr. 2008.

Basic Format for Books **(in-text use the author’s last name and page number) ie: (Preller 8)

Author, A. A. (Year of publication). Title of work: Capital letter also for subtitle. Location: Publisher.

Note: For "Location," you should always list the city and the state using the two letter postal abbreviation without
periods (New York, NY).

Calfee, R. C., & Valencia, R. R. (1991). APA guide to preparing manuscripts for journal publication. Washington, DC:

American Psychological Association.

Works Cited
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Provide comprehensive, thoughtful answers on the following questions about bullying.
Include as much detail (personal and fact-finding) as you can.

What is bullying and why should it
be stopped?

Who gets bullied?

Who is to blame?

What internet resources are there?

What books are available on
bullying?

What can be done to stop bullying?

What WILL YOU DO to stop bullying?
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For your final piece on the study of bully, please write a page of
information that includes: 1) bullying in your own words, & bullying in

the words of others from your research, and 2) in addition to the page
of writing, a poster OR poem OR skit that brings it all together.

Please us all the writing, research, and reading we have done on the
subject of bullying as needed for your project.
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You will be graded on:

1) Completeness of written project — 70 points for the one page of
writing

* 35 points for your own words

*20 points for 5 research ideas — 4 points per idea

* 2 points per citation and 1 point per works cited entry — ask for help!!

2) Completeness of creative project — 30 points total
*10 points for usefulness and seriousness
*10 points for creativity

*10 points for the message you present (:
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Potential Research Topic Ideas
· Investigate art styles in a time period you are reading about in literature.

· In groups, have students research a topic of interest in their community.

· Have students follow popular “trends” and research possible reasons for the trends.

· Research the origins of details in novels (like Percy Jackson series, or Twilight).

· Investigate the future likelihood of events in novels like The Hunger Games or Feed.
· Have students research music sampling and the origins of popular music.

· Predict through research what inventions or businesses might be the next “big thing.” 

· Research the purchase of an appliance, car, or home. 

· Research the importance of character education for individuals and the media.

· Investigate the politics in the medical and insurance field.

· Research the dangers in the world of fashion and medicine.

· Research the actual time periods of anachronisms in plays or movies. 

· Follow the development of an actor, director, or genre of film.

· Predict athletic advancements from past training methods and achievement records. 

· Evaluate the validity and logic behind commercials and advertisements. 

Internet Resources for Citations

MLA or APA Format for In-Text Citations and Works Cited: 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01
· Good, overall answers
http://citationmachine.net 
· Generator (includes Turabian)
http://www.easybib.com/ 
· For younger students
E-Reader In-Text Citations and Works Cited:

http://www.noodletools.com/helpdesk/kb/index.php?action=article&id=206&relid=2
· For MLA  
http://blog.apastyle.org/apastyle/2011/06/how-do-you-cite-an-e-book.html  
· For APA
Internet Validity Resources

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/safety_crisis_management/internet_safety/ideas_integrating.pdf
· Great help for all grade levels with safety and research source quality and validity
http://www.sandyn.com/Validity.html
· Asks good questions to share with students
http://www.members.tripod.com/~ryanarthurton/simpeval.html
· Could be used a worksheet idea for students to evaluate web pages
