Conferring With Students
When working with students remember to be the teacher not the editor.

	Editor
	Teacher

	Teacher holds pen
	Student holds pen

	Silent Reading
	Reading Aloud

	Fixing Mistakes
	Teaching & Learning

	Critic/Evaluator
	Practice Audience

	Product-Centered
	Process-Centered

	Isolated Work
	Collaboration

	Unequal Power
	Shared Power

	Telling
	Asking, Suggesting, Teaching, Reacting

	Reliance
	Gaining Independence

	One Time
	Ongoing

	Focusing on low order skills (punctuation, capitalization, grammar)
	Looking at higher order skills first- content, organization, voice, etc.

	Saying “I think you should…”
	Saying, “As a reader, I…”

	Many things for the student to fix
	Specific goal for the student to work on
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adapted from Writing Center Guidelines by Hannah Baran, English teacher at Louisa County High School in Louisa, Virginia, 2011.
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