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“We need to consider picture books as literature—not children’s literature—but as literature.”  Thomas Newkirk (a former high school teacher, an author and currently professor of English at the University of New Hampshire)

I include this quote because I love picture books and believe that they are not just for children. Although this section is for elementary, many picture books are for adults also and some of the ideas we will talk about today could apply all the way up through college.

Teachers of all grade levels can use picture books to teach writing. After all, what better model is there than a published book or should I clarify by saying a published book that has good writing. The “experts” are finally seeing the correlation between reading and writing – that if we want students to be good writers, then, we have them read good books for examples of good writing. And picture books are great because they take less time to read. 

Ruth Culham says in Using Picture Books to Teach Writing With Traits K-2 “Picture books are a visual delight for readers of all ages for many reasons. Maybe it’s the illustrator’s use of colors or materials, which can transport the reader to the writer’s world. The art alone can entice the reader to return to the book again and again. Or maybe it’s the designer’s use of fonts or his clever layout. Maybe it’s the writer’s elegant prose that beckons the reader back for a second or third reading. Most likely, however, it is the combination of all three—illustrations, design, and words—working together to create a magical experience for the reader.” (4) She goes on to say, “There is great teaching potential in picture books. We can use them to model the writer’s craft. By analyzing the text through the lens of one or more of the traits of writing—ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, conventions, and presentation—students see firsthand how writing works.” (5)

In the picture book examples that I am showing you today, the authors certainly use more than one craft in a book. What I want to do is to give you some specific examples that you can use to teach a specific craft. Then, you and your students can find more examples as you read, write, and share. And believe me they will begin to pick up on finding these crafts and they will begin to read as writers; but that’s another breakout session for another day. In the bibliography 
I have included the “Reading Like a Writer” video from Inside Writing Communities 3-5 that you can watch later for more information on reading like a writer.

In Cracking Open the Author’s Craft: Teaching the Art of Writing Lester Laminack talks about audible craft and visual craft. He says, “Audible craft is what I call the artful use of language that lingers in your ears even after the book is closed.” (18) He says, “Visual craft is what I call the thoughtful and artful and planned placement of print on the page. It involves the use of print features like fonts, italics, boldface, and punctuation marks.” (19)

Here is a partial list of the picture books that we will look at today and the writer’s crafts that are used:

Saturday and Teacakes by Lester Laminack (imagery/sensory language)

In November by Cynthia Rylant  (repetition of a specific phrase/figurative language - metaphors, similes, personification/dashes to add an afterthought)

Even More Parts by Tedd Arnold (idioms)

The Other Side Jacqueline Woodson (repetition of a specific phrase/honoring speech)

My Lucky Day by Keiko Kasza (extra line spaces)

I’m a Shark by Bob Shea (font size and color)

Black Jack: The Ballad of Jack Johnson by Charles R. Smith, Jr. (font/word size and color)

Moonshot: the Flight of Apollo 11 by Brian Floca (font size and color)

The Racecar Alphabet by Brian Floca (alliteration, word choice)

This Jazz Man by Karen Ehrhardt (onomatopoeia, font placement, piggybacking)

Langston’s Train Ride by Robert Burleigh (onomatopoeia)

Fancy Nancy by Jane O’Connor (word choice)

Max’s Words by Kate Bank (collecting words)

I Wanna Iguana by Karen Kaufman Orloff (persuasion)

Diary of a Worm (Fly, Spider) by Doreen Cronin (journaling)

Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus! by Mo Willems (punctuation)






Although this is a workshop on the Writing Strands for Elementary English, this break out session covers numerous other strands including Research and Media Literacy. Below is a link to the new standards K-12:
www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/english/review.shtml

Even though there are too many to list, I wanted to show a few highlighted SOL that will be covered in this break out session.
2.12 The student will write stories, letters, and simple explanations. 
a) Generate ideas before writing. 
b) Organize writing to include a beginning, middle, and end for narrative and expository writing. 
c) Expand writing to include descriptive detail. 
d) Revise writing for clarity.
5.7 The student will write for a variety of purposes: to describe, to inform, to entertain, to explain, and to persuade. 
a) Identify intended audience. 
b) Use a variety of prewriting strategies. 
c) Organize information to convey a central idea. 
d) Write a clear topic sentence focusing on the main idea. 
e) Write multiparagraph compositions. 
f) Use precise and descriptive vocabulary to create tone and voice. 
g) Vary sentence structure by using transition words. 
h) Revise for clarity of content using specific vocabulary and information. 
i) Include supporting details that elaborate the main idea.

www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/blueprints/english_blueprints/2010/2010_blueprint_gr5_writing.pdf
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