“The Lady in the Tower”
	Once upon a time, King Henry VIII had a lovely daughter named Mary.  Even when she was a very young girl, King Henry knew she would be very beautiful, and therefore, very desirable to the young men of the kingdom.  Because the king wanted to protect Mary from the realities of the world, he decided to keep her locked in a tower.  In order to guard this tower, King Henry decided that he needed the ultimate guard, a man who knew no fear and who would follow his every order.  So, the king selected a young man and ordered that he be trained in the use of every weapon and that he be taught complete obedience.
	As the years went by, Mary became a woman, and just as the king predicted, the word of her beauty spread throughout the kingdom, and men came to gaze upon her as she walked the balcony of her tower.  They would shout out their love to her from across the moat, but then the guard, who had been trained exactly as the king instructed, would run them off.  None of the men were brave enough, or foolish enough, to try to get past the guard because the king’s orders were very simple: the guard was to kill any man who tried to enter the tower. Now, the guard was not necessarily an evil or even a violent man, but he always followed his orders.
	Finally, a special young man, Oliver Cromwell, came to visit the princess and as she often did, Mary called to him to please rescue her from her terrible fate.  Oliver Cromwell knew that he was no match for the guard and that the guard was instructed to kill him, but he loved the princess, so he attempted to cross the drawbridge to rescue her.  The guard, who had seen how sad the princess was in her tower and who understood the love the young man felt, killed Oliver Cromwell as soon as he stepped foot upon the bridge.
Question: Who is responsible for the Oliver Cromwell’s death?
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“The Lady in the Tower” Activity
1. Each person needs a packet containing four different sheets of colored paper (four different colors), a “Did Too!” sheet, a “Did Not!” sheet, and a copy of the story.
2. Read the story as a class.
3. On the “Did Too” sheet, write at least one reason for each character saying why that character is responsible for the young man’s death. On the “Did Not” sheet, write at least one reason for each character saying why that character is not responsible for the young man’s death.
	All responses must be in sentence form, and you will have the opportunity to share your responses with the class.
4. Rate the characters from 1 – 4, with one being the most responsible for the young man’s death and four being the least responsible.  There may be no ties, and you must vote for everyone.  Write your numbers beside the characters’ names on the “Did Too” sheet.
5. One volunteer, someone who is willing to read aloud, read the “Did Too” reason for your number one, most responsible, character.  The next volunteer, someone who disagrees on the number one most responsible, read your “Did Not” for the first volunteer’s character, and then read your “Did Too” for your number one character. Keep going like this, repeating characters if necessary but never repeating reasons.  You may write down new reasons as you think of them, and you may share these new responses.  All responses must be read from your paper; giving reasons that you haven’t written is contrary to the spirit of the exercise.
6. After the debate, choose one person whom you believe to be the most responsible and write a persuasive piece explaining why this character deserves the blame.  Each character has been assigned a color: King Henry = purple; The Guard = green; Princess Mary = Pink; Oliver Cromwell = Yellow.  Write your response on the corresponding sheet of colored paper from your packet.  Your audience is someone who blames a different character.
7. Choose someone with a different color paper.  Read and Respond.
8. Write the essay.  The essay should argue for the character that you feel is most responsible while responding to possible criticisms from supporters of the other characters.  The purpose is to persuade your audience to agree with your position, so evidence from the story is vital.
9. Reflection: Respond to the following reflective question:
	What did you learn about persuasive writing from this activity?
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	King Henry VIII
	

	Princess Mary
	

	The Guard
	

	Oliver Cromwell
	



Did Not!
	Character
	Reasons

	King Henry VIII
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	Princess Mary
	

	The Guard
	

	Oliver Cromwell
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