
Terrible Trio: Vocabulary 
Day 1: pages 2-5

Match a word on the left with its correct meaning on the right.

Synonyms
Write each word in the box under its synonym below.

 prey      predator      faint        frantic       zigzag

Name ______________________________! *From NG Explorers October 2012

zigzag

prey

predator

frantic

midair

faint

an animal that hunts and eats other 
animals

weak, dizzy, or exhausted

a series of sharp turns from one side to 
another

desperate with fear 

an animal that is hunted or caught by 
another animal for food

some point in the air

hunter   scared     weak     back-and-forth   food



Terrible Trio: Organizing Information

This chart shows the sequence 
of how a shark chases after a seal.
Fill in the missing boxes.

Name ______________________________! *From NG Explorers October 2012

The seal and shark 
burst out of the water.

Fill in this missing boxes of this chart that 
shows how sharks are good hunters.

The shark can 
feel the seal 

moving.

The shark can 
follow the 
electricity 

signals from 
the sealʼs 

heart.

The shark can 
swim in a 

zigzag pattern 
to follow the 

seal.

The shark can 
smell the seal.

Look at the outside boxes of this 
chart.  They show details that support 
a main idea.  What is the main idea?

The shark feels the 
seal move.

The shark smells the 
seal.

The seal senses 
danger.

Reasons why 
sharks are 

good hunters



Terrible Trio: applying  
Day 2: pages 6-7

Pretend that you are a newspaper reporter and you just found out 
about a crocodile attacking a wildebeest.  You want to let the world 
know about this dangerous predator.  Plan out your news report by 
filling out the following information.  Write your report on the back.

Name ______________________________! *From NG Explorers October 2012

What happened? (This is your main idea!)

How did it happen? (Write the actual steps that show how the crocodile caught the 
wildebeest.)

1.

2.

3.

4.

Who was there? (You can make this up.)

Why did it happen? (Why do crocodiles catch wildebeests?)

When did it happen? (You can make this up.)

Where did it happen? (You can make this up.)



Breaking News 
Report!

Name ______________________________! *From NG Explorers October 2012

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________



Terrible Trio: 
Organizing Information  

Day 3: pages 8-9

Name ______________________________! *From NG Explorers October 2012

Fill in the missing boxes of this chart that shows how praying mantises are good hunters.

The praying mantis 
spreads her wings to look 

tough.

The praying mantis waves 
her legs and hisses.

She tries to flip the 
hornet off of her back.

The praying mantis 
grabs the hornet with 

her pinchers.

Look at the outside boxes of this chart.  They show details that support a main idea.  
What is the main idea?

How a praying 
mantis 

catches its 
prey



Terrible Trio:
“gimme” practice

Name ______________________________! *From NG Explorers October 2012

1. Which of the following are 
compound words? (Put a check 
next to all compound words.)

 sometimes
 waiting
 underwater
 predators

2. Which sentence needs the word 
“prey” (and not the word “pray”)?

A. The praying mantisʼs legs look 
like it can _________.

B. The praying mantis waits for its 
_________ to walk by.

C. Crickets _________ that the 
praying mantis doesnʼt eat them.

3. Which of the following words have 
3 syllables? (Put a check next to all 
words with 3 syllables.)

 crocodile
 suddenly
 pinchers
 predator

4. Fix this sentence by putting 
commas in the correct places.

! To defend herself, the 
praying mantis spreads her 
wings waves her legs and 
hisses.

5. Which word has the same vowel 
sound as the word “spread”?

A. seem
B. sprint
C. blend
D. spear

6. Which of the following shows the 
use of an apostrophe in a 
possession? (Put a check next to 
all apostrophes that show 
possession.)

 finally itʼs over
 the cricketʼs head
 she doesnʼt move
 the hornetʼs stinger


