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Goals 
 Know how to navigate through the 

Curriculum Framework to identify specific 

skills and cognitive levels 

 Review the seven comprehension 

strategies and then identify how to 

incorporate them in lesson planning and 

teaching 

 Know how to align comprehension 

strategy with skill to plan effective lessons 

to address appropriate cognitive level 



Using the VDOE Curriculum 

Framework 
 Utilize Framework to: 

 Identify Know & Do (cognitive level) needed in lesson 

 Plan units/lessons utilizing the Gradual Release Model to include: 

 Skills 

 From VDOE Curriculum Framework 

 Cognitive Level 

 Comprehension Strategy/ies 

 Before, During, and After Instruction 

 Formative Assessment Component  

 



Know, Understand, Do 

 Determining what students will know, understand, and 
do at the conclusion of a series of lessons as outlined 
in VDOE Curriculum Framework 

 
 Know  

 What skills, facts, or vocabulary are to be taught (nouns)? 
 

 Understand  
 Why is it important for our students to know this information 

(major concepts that are the core meanings of the lessons)? 
 

 Do  
 What actions or thought processes will students take (verbs)? 
 Cognitive level at which standard should be taught and assessed 

 



Unpacking VDOE Curriculum 

Framework 

 Match bullets and sub-bullets to identify which 

essential knowledge, skills, and processes match 

the outline of standards 

 Identify knows (nouns) and dos (cognitive level) 

 Outline Intended Learning Outcomes (ILO) on 

Table of Specifications to categorize cognitive 

levels 
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Let’s Try It….. 
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List of Know & Do 4.5h 
Do Know 

Describe Character 

-words 

-actions 

-thoughts 

Setting 

Event 

Read 

Demonstrate 

Comprehension of: 

- Fictional texts 

- Narrative nonfiction texts 

- Poetry 

Draw Conclusions 

Make Inferences 

Refer Details 

Examples 

Explain Text 



Cognitive Levels 



Table of Specifications 

VDOE 2014 



Table of Specifications 

VDOE 2014 

4.5 h  The student will read and 

demonstrate comprehension of fiction, 

NNF & poetry. Draw conclusions/make 

inferences about text   

Character: Words, 

actions, thoughts 
describe 

Setting, event 
describe 

Comprehension of 

Narrative non-fictional 

texts 

read, 

demonstrate 

conclusions 
draw 

(conclusions) 

Inferences  
make 

(inferences) 

Details, examples refer 

text explain 



Comprehension Strategies 

 Activating Prior Knowledge/Using Schema 

 Inferring/Predicting 

 Making Connections 

 Questioning 

 Visualizing 

 Determining Importance 

 Synthesizing/Summarizing 

 





 

 

Questioning as I read to help me draw conclusions, 

make predictions, and reflect on my reading. 

 

When the author doesn't answer my questions, I must 

infer... 
 

 

Maybe...  

I think...  

I wonder… 

It could be ... 
Perhaps...  

I'm guessing... 

 

 

Predict / Infer 

It means that ... 

It's because...  

I know… 

Because I read…and  I know…  
I figured out… 



Strategy-Skill Connection  
Inferring / Predicting / 

Drawing Conclusions 

 Author’s Purpose 

 Cause / Effect 

 Character 

 Classification 

 Conflict / Resolution 

 Context Clues 

 Drawing Conclusions 

 Fact / Fantasy 

 Important Events 

 Making Connections 

 Predictions  

 Problem / Solution 

 Sequencing 

 Setting 

 Text Structure 

White/Wheeler 2011 





              

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

I see what I read.  

I feel what I read.  

It's like a movie in my mind. 
I create pictures in my mind as I 

read. 

 

I’m imagining… 

 
 

Visualizing 



Strategy-Skill Connection  

Visualizing  Beginning, Middle, End 

 Character  

 Classification 

 Compare / Contrast 

 Fact / Fantasy 

 Important Events 

 Sequencing 

 Setting 
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I use what I know to understand what I read 

 

It reminds me of when I read ... because ...  
(text-to-text)  

 

It reminds me of the time I ... because ...  
 (text-to-self) 

 

It reminds me of something I read because ...  
(text-to-text or text-to-world)  

 

It reminds me of something I heard about because ...  
(text-to-world) 

 

Making Connections 



Strategy-Skill Connection  

Making Connections / 

 Activating Background 

Knowledge 

 Author’s Purpose 

 Cause / Effect 

 Character  

 Classification 

 Compare / Contrast 

 Conflict / Resolution 

 Fact / Fantasy 

 New Information 

 Predictions 

 Problem / Solution 

 Setting 

 T-S, T-T, T-W Connections 

 Text Structure 

White/Wheeler 2011 





Asking questions and looking for answers  

• Before reading  

• During reading 

• After reading 
 

I wonder...   

I was confused when...  

How could that be?  

 Why do you think?  

Who...  What...  Where...  When... 
 

 

Questioning to Understand 



Strategy-Skill Connection  

Questioning  Author’s Purpose 

 Beginning, Middle, End 

 Cause / Effect 

 Character  

 Classification 

 Compare / Contrast 

 Conflict / Resolution 

 Context Clues 

 Fact / Fantasy 

 Fact / Opinion 

 Important Events 

 Main Idea / Details 

 Problem / Solution 

 Questioning 

 Setting 

 Sequencing 

 Summarizing 

 Text Structure 

White/Wheeler 2011 





I understand the main ideas of the text 

and what the author's message is. 

 
 

The text was mostly about...  

The author is trying to tell us that...  

I learned...  
The important details were... 

 
 

Determining Importance 



Strategy-Skill Connection  

Determining Importance  Author’s Purpose 

 Beginning, Middle, End 

 Fact / Opinion 

 Important Events 

 Locating Information 

 Main Idea / Details 

 New Information 

 Problem / Solution 

 Retelling 

 Summarizing 

 Text Structure 
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I combine what I know with new information 

to show I understand the text. 

 

I form opinions, change perspectives, and 

develop new ideas. I have a personal 

understanding. 
 

Now I get it!...  

This makes me think of...  

I learned that ...  
I understand this because of .... 

 

Summarize / Synthesize 



Summarize & Synthesize 

Food For Thought: 

 Synthesizing is taking your kids forward 

with their thinking (whether with a 

prediction, connection, or generalization) 

 Summarizing is pulling out the important 

events/details to show understanding 



Strategy-Skill Connection  

Summarizing /  

Synthesizing 

 Beginning, Middle, End 

 Classification 

 Fact / Opinion 

 Important Events 

 Main Idea / Details 

 Making Connections 

 New Information 

 Organize Information 

 Reference / Research 

 Retelling 

 Sequencing 

 Summarizing 

 Text Structure 

White/Wheeler 2011 





Applying ”fix-up” Strategies 
 

Knowing How to Use Different "Fix-Up" Strategies 

 
When I get stuck on a word…  

When I get confused… 

 

-Use context to define the word  

-Reread to clarify meaning  
-Use my questions and connections 

 
 

Fixing Comprehension 



Strategy-Skill Connection  

Monitoring 

Comprehension / 

 Fix-up Strategies  

 Context Clues 

 Monitor / Clarify 

 Text Structure  

 Vocabulary / Word 

Meaning 

White/Wheeler 2011 



Before Reading Activities 
Comprehension strategies taught:  

 Previewing/Activating Background Knowledge  

 Predicting  

 Questioning  

 Determining importance (looking at text features)  

 

Activities to help teach:  

 Prediction Statements  

 KWL (know, want to know, learned)  

 Think, Pair, Share (predictions, “noticings” that helped with predictions)  

 Picture Walks  (preview) 

 Anticipation Guides (the before reading section)  

 Think-alouds  

 Skimming (text features to focus on)  

 Preview-Predict-Confirm organizer  

 Making Connections  

 Concept Sorts  

 Content Vocabulary List to set purpose or make predictions  

 Text Feature Instruction (headers, bold type, maps, illustrations, etc.)  

 Text Preview (teacher-written passage to build background knowledge before reading)  

 List-Group-Label  

                                                                                             ACPS Literacy Plan 
 

 



During Reading Activities 
Comprehension strategies taught:  

 Questioning  

 Visualizing/Creating Mental Images  

 Inferring  

 Making Connections (text-to-text, text-to-world, text-to-self)  

 

Activities to help teach:  

 KWL (know, what I want to know, learned)  

 Sticky Notes (mark confusing or interesting parts)  

 QAR (question-answer relationships)  

 Two-Column Notes  

 DRTA (directed reading thinking activity)  

 Think-Alouds (to monitor strategies)  

 Rereading  

 Literature Circles (required roles—examples: discussion director, literary luminary, connector)  

 Wordless Picture Books (visualizing)  

 Inferencing (what I read + what’s in my head)  

 Three-Column Notes (background knowledge/text clues/inference made)  

 Word Analysis (context clues)  

 Questioning the Author   

 Word Mapping  

 Journaling (specific purpose to address a strategy)  

                                                                                                         ACPS Literacy Plan 

 

 



After Reading Activities 
Comprehension strategies taught:  

 Summarizing  

 Determining Importance  

 

Activities to help teach:  

 KWL (know, want to know, what I learned)  

 Graphic Organizers:   
 Web  

 Venn Diagram  

 Time Line  

 Story Map  

 Character Map  

 Main Idea and Details Chart  

 Beginning, Middle, End  

 Word Map (Frayer model)  

 QAR (question-answer relationships)  

 Two-Column Notes  

 Think-Pair-Share  

 Summary Writing (“who, wanted, but, so” for fiction; topic, two facts, personal response for nonfiction)  

 Reread to Confirm  

 Literature Circles (required roles—examples: discussion director, literary luminary, connector )  

 Concept Sorts  

 Making Connections to Draw Conclusions  

 Inferencing (what I read + what’s in my head)  

 Three-Column Notes (background knowledge/text clues/inference made)  

 Identify Themes  

 Retelling  

 Anticipation Guides (the after-reading section)  

 Determining Topic from Details  

 List-Group-Label  

 Journaling (specific purpose to address a strategy)  

 Discussion  

 Jigsaw  

 

                                                                                                                                             ACPS Literacy Plan 
 

 



Table Talk 
 

Take a minute to discuss with your 

group how you might utilize the 

Strategy/Skill Connections layered 

into your Before/During/After 

activities to more effectively 

streamline your planning. 



Gradual Release Model 

 Model 

 Guided Practice 

 Independent 

Practice 

 Assessment 

 



Designing A Lesson 

(within a unit) 



Lesson Template 



Lesson Sample 



Sample Assessment-TOS 



Unit Assessment 



Food For Thought… 

“Unwrapped standards provide clarity as to what students 

must know and be able to do. When teachers take the time to 

analyze each standard and identify its essential concepts and 

skills, the result is more effective instructional planning, 

assessment, and student learning”(p. 1). 

 

Larry Ainsworth, Unwrapping the Standards, 2003. 

 



Q & A? 




