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[bookmark: _GoBack]Roots, Prefixes, and Suffixes

A word can consist of three parts: the root, a prefix, and a suffix
Prefixes and suffixes are known as affixes because they are affixed to (attached to) a root.
Prefixes and suffixes, which originated as words themselves, are now syllables added to roots to create new words.
· The root is the base element of the word—the part of the word that contains the basic meaning (definition) of the word.
· A prefix is a syllable(s) forming a word element placed before a root, word, or word group to modify the meaning or make a new word.
· [bookmark: TOP]A suffix is a syllable(s) forming a word element that is placed after a root, word, or word group to modify the meaning or make a new word. The suffix may also modify the word’s grammatical function by redefining its part of speech (e.g., noun, verb, adjective, adverb).

	Common Roots
	Common Prefixes
	Common Suffixes

	
struct = build
port = carry
graph = writing
bio = life
tract = pull
dict, dic = speak, say

	
un = not, none
pre = before, in advance
re = again, back
sub = under, below	
dis = not, none	
auto = self
de = away, from, reverse of
im = in, into
	
able = capable of
ion = act or process;  
         condition	         
ful = quantity that  fills
less = without, missing




	

Taken from VDOE Website : 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/english/2010/lesson_plans/reading/vocabulary/6-8/12_6-8_readingvocabulary_determining_meaning_of_words_by_taking_them_apart.pdf
	Examples of Text Structure and Related Signal Words

	Cause and Effect
	Why did this happen? What was the result?
	Cause: because, for this reason, due to, on account of this, if this-then this
Effect: as a result, since, consequently, therefore
	Research has shown that birth defects have various courses.

	Compare/
Contrast
	How are these things alike or different?
	Compare: Similarly, like, in the same way, Likewise,
Contrast: But, yet on the other hand, instead, nevertheless, as a result
	Gangs and fraternities share many characteristics, but they are not the same.

	Enumeration
	What examples support this? What proof is there?
	And, too, in addition, furthermore, as well as, besides
	Managers experience a number of problems that must be solved before a team can work effectively.

	Chronological
	When did it happen? In what order did it happen?
	First, third, next, then, finally
	Between now and the election, the candidate will make a number of campaign stops throughout the US.

	Concept/
Definition
	What is it?
	Define as, known as, is stated as, is known to mean, for example, to illustrate, for instance, such as, specifically
	Ragtime music is a style of music that was developed at the turn of the twentieth century.  Played primary by the piano, the Rocking Horse Rag is an excellent example of Ragtime.

	Process
	How? In what sequence or order?
	First, second, third, how to, following that, next, the following steps
	The moth and butterfly undergo several changes between hatching from an egg to mature adulthood.
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