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Essay One

	In the short story  “A Summer Tragedy,” the family chose to kill themselves because they lost all their children in one year and soon after began to have financial problems.  They were elderly and didn’t know what else to do besides killing themselves.
	To me, the story was best represented by man vs nature.  I feel this way because they weren’t able face life situations and make do with what they had.  They decided to choose death instead of finding ways to handle the situation.
	As far as the story when they lost their children, I think they could have dealt with that differently. They should have just continued life without them. People die everyday meaning that families lose a love one everyday and they have to deal with it the right way.
	Now with the financial situation, I also think they handled that wrong.  They could not barely work because of their age.  So they could not make money.  Without money, they could not pay bills which caused them to lose their home.  They decided to end those problems by killing themselves.  I know if I was having problems such as they were.  I would try my hardest to make do with what I had.
	So, in conclusion, I basically think they made the wrong decision and could have handled it differently.  Families struggle everyday and they don’t pick death to handle it.
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Essay Two
	Many elderly couples go through problems.  They may have financial problems, health problems, or even family problems.  Unfortunately, the couple in couple in the short story “A Summer Tragedy” had all three.  Because they had all three, these forces of nature drove them to commit suicide.
	This couple had bad health. Fortunately, the wife had only one problem.  She was blind.  The husband on the other hand had numerous health problems.  He was crippled and he had frequent strokes.  These conditions didn’t help their situation at all.  In fact, it made the situation worst and this is how.
	The elderly couple in “A Summer Tragedy” also had some financial problems.  They worked on a farm as sharecroppers, which were farmers who gave a portion of the crops they raised to the landowner for rent.  Well, they were not doing so good with this.  The wife was blind, so she couldn’t do anything.  The husband was too old.  This slowed down business, so they eventually grew into debt.  No matter how much the husband tried to get them out of debt by making lots of crops, the owner said it wasn’t good enough just to keep them working there.
	While the couple was working on the farm, they had some serious family issues. In a two year span, all five of the couple’s children died. They were all young but grown. This put tremendous stress on the couple and how the viewed life. This was the icing on the cake for their decision on continuing their lives.
	The couple in “A Summer Tragedy” had a long and hard life.  They had health problems that slowed down their work.  They also had a landowner who always tried to get over on them, which led to financial problems.  During all this, they also had to deal with the deaths of their five children who all died in a two year span.  With a life like this, who would want to live any longer?  They didn’t so they committed suicide.  These forces with nature drove them to make the choice to end their lives.


Essay Three
	If I could eliminate one tradition that is celebrated in America, it would be birthdays.  It should at least be longer than just one day.  Birthdays remind you that you are one year closer to death and you don’t really get presents or anything when you’re old.
	Mothers went nine months or more in pregnancy.  Don’t you think birthdays should be longer than just one day?  Then they spend a lot of time in the hospital and labor too.  All that pain and hard work and your birthday is just one day.  Your birthday only comes once out of 364 days a year.  Now, that was a waste of time.  I believe birthdays should be celebrated for a week. So instead of birthdays, it should be birth-week.  Just to show dedication to mothers and their hard work and all the hospital money they had to pay.
	Birthdays are stupid anyway.  Only because you only get presents while you’re young. The older you get the less you get until you get no more.  Then it also reminds you that you are one year closer to death.  It also reminds you that you’re getting old and wrinkles will begin to form.  Birthdays make it worse when you celebrate it.  Then when you’re old and your birthday comes, you’ll be wishing you were younger again.
