The Analytical/Argumentative Essay
A critical and analytical essay is written after the student first collects information that is central to the argument he or she is examining — the claims, the evidence, and the assumptions — and critically interprets the strengths and weaknesses of all sides in the debate
When the information is collected, the writer analyzes it with a critical eye before constructing the essay.
How do we define Argument? Persuasion? Advice?
· Argument is forceful and direct.  It relies on morality, evidence and reason and is personal to the writer.  It puts pressure on an audience to accept the belief of the writer.
· Persuasion is more subtle and indirect.  You can use flattery and promise to convince the audience.  Persuasion relaxes the audience to put them on the writer’s side.
· Advice is practical and offers more than one choice.  It involves advantages and disadvantages, and the results of making a certain choice.  Language is more neutral.
The critical thinking process is a question-guided process.
· Step 1 - Write down everything you know about the topic. Put it away and come back to it later, and then ask yourself, “Is there anything else?”
· Step 2 -   Organize your information into groups or categories. Ask yourself, “How does this fit together?” “How are these elements related?” “What elements do they share?”
· Step 3 – Determine the significance of your information.  Ask yourself, “What can it be used for?” “What are its implications?” “Is there anything that doesn't fit, or that doesn't agree with the facts, or with other theories on the topic, or with my personal experience?”
· Step 4 – Push past your limits. Always ask questions that you can't answer, and always ask more questions than you can answer. The interesting ideas are always the ones you haven’t thought of yet. 
 (
Introduce it.
)Writing the Essay
 (
Explain it.
)

 (
Justify it.
)
 (
Drive it home.
)

· Claim – The first paragraph must state your claim which is your response to your readings about the topic.
· In the subsequent paragraphs, you will support your claim by presenting your interpretation of the different sides in the debate, evaluating the warranted and the unwarranted.
· In the conclusion of your analytical essay explain the relation between the analyzed text and the presented argument once again drawing attention to the most important aspects of the issue. 
Persuasive Techniques
Power of Three - Threes – use three examples or words to back-up your argument
Emotive Language - Repeat key words and phrases for emphasis.
Rhetorical Questions - A question not needing a response.  Very effective in argumentative speeches as people can not respond with a counter-argument
Say Again - Paragraphs – Have at least three different arguments and use connectives to make the speech flow.
Undermine Opposing Views - Use facts/stats and opinions to make audience feel you have knowledge to back up your view.
Anecdote – Use short stories to illustrate.
Direct Address – Use personal pronouns to make the reader feel you are speaking directly to him/her.
Effect/Evidence – Use facts/stats and opinions to make audience feel you have knowledge to back up your view.
Some Connectives To Help...
Firstly, Secondly, Thirdly…			In conclusion
To sum up					On the other hand
Therefore					For example
In the first place				Furthermore
To begin with					What is more
In addition					As a result
Definition Of Persuasive Techniques:
 (
Short stories to illustrate a point
) (
Questions that don’t require an answer
) (
Support a point with the views of a professional
) (
Make the reader surprised or horrified
) (
Thought provoking mind pictures 
) (
Make the reader feel bad about something
) (
Pictures or illustrations that are meant to arouse your emotions
) (
Make points easy to follow on the page
) (
Demonstrating differences in viewpoint
) (
Similes and metaphors add 
color
 to the writing
) (
 
Words that stick in your mind
) (
Say the same word or phrase more than once for emphasis
) (
Being over-the-top to get a point across
) (
Make the reader feel sorry for something or someone
) (
Light hearted expression of a viewpoint.
) (
Using 
words
 like ‘we’, ‘us’ and ‘you’ to make the writing more appealing
) (
Three phrases or describing words used to emphasize 
) (
Using words 
like ‘I urge’ or ‘I demand’ 
for  
emphasis
) (
Words that arouse emotion
) (
Destroy the point of view of the opposing argument
) (
Speak to the reader in a friendly way
) (
Numbers/graphs which provide convincing information
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