Name:___________________
VISION Reading Forum- Honors

Purpose – to share your enthusiasm for your book, to show other students why they should read your book, and to provide evidence of your reading, thinking, and analysis of your self-selected book.  

This is your independent reading credit.  We have been reading for homework, and in class.   This is your opportunity to earn points for all of that “work”.  This assignment counts as a test grade / summative assessment of your reading.

Choose Carefully – 
You may have read several books.  Choose the one that you feel most connected to and enjoyed the most.  Make sure you have a copy of the book to bring to class with you on _____________________.  Review this assignment and prepare for it as you would a test.  You should arrive with a good idea about what you plan to say, and have your quote or quotes selected before arriving to class.

The task – 

Login to VISION  
(login = student id number, password = same as your school password)

	Click on Ms. Bergthorson / English under classes
	Find the discussion forum for the Independent Reading Forum
	Find your class folder, and post your assignment.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Remember – VISION is a school environment, all rules for conduct and courtesy apply.

Suggestion – you may want to write your response in a Word document, then paste it into VISION (this would avoid the risk of losing work due to technology problems).  If this is an in-class assignment, you must do all of your writing during the class time given.


Format – 
Paragraph 1 – Synopsis, title, author.
Paragraphs 2 - 5 (all the remaining paragraphs) analyze the book. You may use the “Openers” provided, using a different one for each paragraph. You may create your own opener as long as it requires you to analyze or evaluate the book.  Use no more than one ‘Response’ opener.

Somewhere in paragraphs two through five, include a quote. Don’t just pick any quote—choose a passage that is significant in some way. Maybe it captures the book’s theme, maybe it shows a turning point for a character, maybe it shows something important about the author’s style, maybe it’s a passage that had a significant impact on you as a reader.  Choose this quote carefully!

Response Guidelines 
· This is NOT a summary, it is a response - Paragraph one is a synopsis. Give the author and title of the book, as well as a little bit of information about what the book is about—the main character and the primary conflict.  The purpose of this paragraph is to give your reader the gist of the book, not a complete plot summary.  This should be your shortest paragraph.
· Quote / passage – Find one line or short passage in the book that you feel is important in some way.  Explain why / how it is important, why you chose this line (as opposed to the others in the book).  Choose carefully! (Note – quote does not mean ‘dialogue’)
· All responses must be positive (this is your self-selected reading material, you must make the effort to find a book you enjoy).
· Responses must be specific, and show the reader’s depth of understanding / thinking about  the book.  If a comment could apply to ‘any book’, revise it so that it is specific.
· When you make a statement, back it up with evidence / support from the book, and explain the connection.
· Responses should ‘prove’ you completed thoughtful reading – revise until you achieve this & plan accordingly in order to meet time constraints.
· If your book has been made into a movie, you must point out differences between the two – remember, you are demonstrating your reading.

This assignment is intended to get you to think more deeply about what you’re reading, as well as to give you credit for time spent reading.  For that reason, generic responses will result in a loss of points, or resubmission of this assignment for late credit.  Avoid statements that could apply to any book (the action was non-stop, I felt like I was right there, the language was so descriptive, the author creates exciting characters that I feel like I know…) as these will result resubmission of the assignment.  Your writing must be specific, and address actual events, conflicts, issues, from the story.  Remember, if you could use the same sentence to write about another book, it’s not sufficient. 

VISION RESPONSE  - Within 5 school days… (10 points each)

Login to VISION on your own time (at home, or during resource).

You must write 3 Replies - 

Read at least two responses from your own class, and one from another class.  Reply to each letter by addressing something specific they mentioned in their response. You may reply to more, but must reply to three individuals.  

 In at least one of the letters recommend a book, movie, or song that you think this person might like to read, see, or listen to, based on what they wrote – explain the connection between their book and your suggestion. (You may need to read more than three responses to find one to respond to in this way).

Check early for the best selection – you must reply to people with zero responses before replying to anyone with a response.  Graded replies must be first or second replies in your class (this does not apply to the reply to another class)

Openers for VISION IR Project

You may use these openers to help you get started on each paragraph, or write your own. Remember—
1. You must have four paragraphs that use these openers. (You may create your own openers, but be sure that they respond to, analyze, or evaluate the book rather than just summarizing it.) No more than one may be response.
2. You must have a quote (and an analysis of that quote) in at least one paragraph. Don’t focus the whole paragraph around the quote—instead, choose an opener and use the quote to support what you have to say about it. Be sure to explain why the quote you chose was significant, or what it shows about the author’s writing/ choices/ your response.

	Response (one only)
	Analysis 
	Evaluation

	 I was surprised when…
	The character development…
	If I were the author I would have…because…

	I was angry about…
	The author created suspense by…
	I think the author was wise to…because…

	I was satisfied with…
	The narrative voice…
	I think the author made a mistake by…because…

	I was moved by…
	The structure of this book…
	I wish that the author had…because…

	I liked the way the author…
	I’d say a theme of this book is…
	The _________ was effective/ ineffective because…

	The main character is like/unlike me because…
	This book is typical/ atypical of its genre because…
	I understood why the author…but I wish…

	If I were a character in the book/ in a situation like this, I would…
	I noticed how the author…
	This book is better/ worse than ____________ because…

	I wish that…
	The author’s tone was…
	I disagree/ agree with the author’s decision to…because…

	I didn’t agree with…
	I’d say the overall mood of the book was…
	
(Choose anything you could have written about for the analysis paragraph, then write about whether or not it was effective and why) Do not use the same event twice.

	I rated this one ___ because…
	I think _________ was a symbol in the book because …
	

	This book reminds me of…because…
	The author used figurative/ sensory language like…in order to…
	




Avoid BS (Book ‘Speak’).  Connect, Clarify, Be real!

Look at the two introductory paragraphs for the book The Butterfly Rocket, by Susan Peterson.  According to the instructions and rubric, which better meets the requirements?  

Paragraph 1 – Example 1
I read Butterfly Rocket.  It was a great book, and I really felt like I was right there with Betty as she experienced a myriad of adventures in a magical world full of unusual creatures.  The author writes this book in such an exciting way, you really feel like you are right there in the action.  The writing in the story has such vivid language, tons and tons of details, and such strong description that I could really see and feel what it would be like to be in the story.  Another thing the author does well is creating amazing characters who seem like they’re really real, I could even imagine having one as a friend because she was described with such strong detail.  Not only the characters, but everything in the book was described so well.  The plot is so exciting, especially at the end, I couldn’t put the book down -- everyone should read this book!
Paragraph 1- Example 2-
I read The Butterfly Rocket , by Susan Peterson.  The story is realistic fiction, about a girl in middle school, Betty, is a lot like one of my friends, quiet, but energetic and fun to be around.  Betty discovers a magic chrysalis in her backyard, which transports her to another dimension when she holds it.  In this other world she meets some amazing characters, like Bob the wise and friendly warthog, who protects her from the giant spiteful spider, Octomorph.  Together they escape from the Netherworld, and Bob becomes her special pet.  Along the way Bob helps Betty learn to be more confident, and a little less shy.
Go back to the best paragraph – mark up the things the author did well 
(highlight and write note in margin / line spaces to explain).
Go back to the weaker paragraph - mark up the things the author did that need improvement 
(highlight and write note in margin / line spaces to explain).

Examples of Paragraphs 2 - 5
Example 1 – 
This book is typical of its genre because there is a magic item which transports Betty to another, magical setting. In this story it is the magic chrysalis which takes Betty to the Netherworld.  This reminded me of the rabbit hole in Alice in Wonderland, the peach in  James and the Giant Peach, the wardrobe in The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe (the first book in the incredible Narnia series), and the twister in The Wizard of OZ..  I think authors might use this technique because it allows them to create a portal to a magical world in a simple way that a reader could believe, and it allows the reader to escape to another realm while reading the story.  In The Butterfly Rocket, Betty feels like she desperately needs to escape from her parents’ demands and her stepbrother’s teasing, yet when she gets to Netherworld she spends all of her time trying to get home.  I think the author wants the reader to realize what Betty finally does – just like Dorothy in the Wizard of Oz does, that ”There’s no place like home.”

Example #2
This book is fantasy because most of it takes place in a different world where Betty goes after touching 
a magic chrysalis.  This is a lot like some other books I’ve read, or even movies, where people in today’s world are magically transported to another place, time, or dimension.  Some other stories where this happens are the Time Warp trio books, and some of the vampire books I’ve read.  It’s really cool how the author shows this new world, there are all kinds of different creatures there, some of whom are friendly, and some of whom are very dangerous.  Which ever type of creature Betty meets, the action and adventure is never far away.  This book was really exciting, and the genre was a big part of that.  Lots of authors write in this genre because it is so exciting and interesting to read.  I think this is what makes this book such a great book to read, anyone would love the action and adventure, and who could resist the author’s great description and detail – you really feel like you’re there the whole time!
