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What are you willing to sacrifice?
	A question that is pondered by most everyone at one point in their lifetime, no matter how mild or extreme the situation is “What am I willing to sacrifice for another person?” This particular question first sparked my interest because of my curiosity toward what factors influence someone to sacrifice. Initially, I believed that the willingness of a being to sacrifice for another depends on the character of the person self-sacrificing. My views toward this question have changed after studying sources involving sacrifice. Based on evidence I have collected, sacrifice depends on the relationship between the people in a situation relating to any sort of sacrifice; a person is eager to sacrifice anything and everything for someone that they have a strong bond with. 
	Romeo and Juliet, a play written by William Shakespeare, depicts the forbidden relationship between Romeo Montague and Juliet Capulet. The love between this young man and woman is so great that the two were willing to give their lives for one another. After he is told falsely that Juliet is dead, Romeo allows himself to drink a poison in order to accompany his true love into the afterlife. When Juliet realizes that Romeo has killed himself due to a misunderstanding, the young Capulet does not hesitate to do the same (1098). This clear example of love-based sacrifice made this play the first artifact that challenged my original theory on sacrifice. The true cause of Romeo and Juliet’s suicides was based solely on their connection, not their morals as human beings; they sacrificed their lives so that the other would not have to die alone. After Romeo’s good friend Mercutio is killed by Juliet’s cousin Tybalt, Romeo proclaims, “…for Mercutio’s soul is but a little way above our heads, staying for thine to keep him company” (1048). Romeo wishes for the same thing to happen with Juliet’s soul, except he is keenly offering his own soul to escort Juliet’s. Even if their love was an impulsive infatuation, the sacrifices made by this spontaneous couple are unmistakably reflected from their strong feelings for one another. 
	In the thought-provoking children’s book titled The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein, an apple tree gives many sacrifices for a boy in a similar way as the two lovers give to one another in Romeo and Juliet. While not as extreme a sacrifice, the tree gives up all that she has for a boy because she loves him in a motherly way. When the boy was young, he always visited the tree to climb its branches and eat its apples. The boy came to play so often that the two created a bond. On page three of The Giving Tree, the author writes that “…the boy loved the tree very much . . . and the tree was happy.” The boy stops visiting as he grows older, which makes the tree sad. The boy will come see his old friend from time to time, but when he comes he does not play; he takes something from the tree that he wants. First, the boy takes apples from the tree for money, followed by its branches for a house, and finally the poor apple tree’s entire trunk for a boat.  The entire time, the tree offers and willingly gives up every aspect of herself just so she can please the boy. Her love for the boy was so strong, that the tree was actually happy when she sacrificed everything for the boy. The offerings given by a humble tree in this children’s book supports my view on the big question because the tree is giving up anything she can because of her affection for the boy, even though he is unwilling to return the favor by any means. 
	Many people undergo acts of unconditional sacrifice for their loved ones, similar to the actions of the loving apple tree in The Giving Tree; the apple tree in my life is my altruistic aunt. No matter the situation, my aunt constantly puts others first, and everyone associates her with selflessness. She is the kind of person who finds joy in making everyone around her happy. This admirable woman can make anyone’s day, whether it’s taking her nieces and nephews out for ice cream or buying a thoughtful gift for someone for no particular reason. She never misses an opportunity to help someone in need, nor does she ever complain. My aunt is the most charitable person I know, and all of her sacrifices are made entirely out of love. In relation to my big question, my aunt is the perfect example on self-sacrifice based on affiliation; when it comes to family, she would give up anything and everything without hesitation.  
	Other artifacts I have observed include examples of sacrifice involving two family members. Mulan is a movie that depicts the sacrifice between a young woman and her father. Mulan is a Chinese girl who attempts to bring her family honor through traditional dress and ceremonies. As hard as she tries, Mulan is not the ideal daughter and fails at following custom practiced in her country. While her family members still love her, they are ashamed that she acts against typical rituals. When her father is drafted for war despite his unfit state for battle, Mulan makes a brave move by taking her father’s place as her family’s representative in the Chinese military. She cuts her hair, dresses and acts as a boy, and endures harsh training so that her father does not have to struggle in embarrassment. Some may argue that Mulan’s decisions were not sacrifices for her father, but her risks were taken in order to gain respect and brighten her image as a war hero. However, this belief can be disproved because a girl fighting during that Chinese time was considered treason and was punishable by death. Such an act would leave her, as well as her family, completely ashamed for generations to come. Mulan acted purely through love for her father; she sacrifices her life and pride and serves her country in his place, even though her father is “ashamed” of her.   
	The incentive to sacrifice for another is much greater when the two parties in the situation are fond of each other. Personality and morals of a person may factor into the overall question on what to sacrifice for whom, but the true answer to my big question depends on how close the individuals are. While each relationship of the previously mentioned sources are different from one another, all of these artifacts support the theory of sacrifice based on love for another.  















[bookmark: _GoBack]Works Cited

Mulan. Dir. Tony Bancroft and Barry Cook. Perf. Ming-Na Wen and Eddie Murphy. Walt Disney Feature Animation, 1998. Film. 
Shakespeare, William. Romeo and Juliet. The Language of Literature. Ed. Arthur N. Applebee. Evanston: McDougal Littell, 2000. 990-1102. Textbook. 
Silverstein, Shel. The Giving Tree. Ed. New York: Harper & Row, 1964. Print.








