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Why does a writer use dialogue?
· To develop characters (S in STEAL)
· To make a narrative (story) more realistic
· To add written expression (voice)
	Rule #
	Explanation of Rule
	Rule in Action (Examples)

	Rule 1
	
	“Noah, how are you doing?” she asked
I knew she was worried that the jailhouse visit had shaken me up, so I told her I was fine.


	Rule 2
	



	“Whoa,” she said.  “He really did it this time.”
“It’s bad,” I agreed.


	Rule 3
	
	     She said, “I’m sure it was easy seeing your father behind bars.”
    “They brought him to a private room,” I said.  “He wasn’t even wearing handcuffs.” My mother frowned slightly.  “Still, it’s not a happy picture.”


	Rule 4
	




	“Finish your lunch,” I said, “then we’ll go for a ride.”


	Rule 5
	
	     “He lost his marbles,” Abby muttered.
     “Who-Dad?  No way,” I said.
     “Then why did he do it?”
     “Because Dusty Muleman has been dumping the holding tank in the water,” I said.
     “Abby grimaced. “Yuck.  From the toilets?”
     “Yep, in the middle of the night when there is no one around.”



