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Text Features:  Strong sequence, Personification, Use of italics to show thinking, Use of quotation marks and exclamation points, Vivid word choice, Sentence variety


Text Title (Children’s Literature utilized across all mini-lessons): Sophie’s Masterpiece by Eileen Spinelli
Planning for Reading: The story will be shared using Storyline Online and reviewed using a paper copy of the story. Pausing on page that ends “Scratchy and drab not fit for a baby” is recommended. Pose the questions, What might Sophie be thinking? What will happen next? (To encourage critical thinking)
Comprehension Strategy Focus (Circle):
· Predicting	
· Visualizing	
· Clarifying	
· Questioning	
· Inferring 	
· Making Connections
· Main Idea/Detail	
· Summary	
· Synthesis	
· Evaluation

Tier 2 Vocabulary, Vocabulary Words (text page #):
· Masterpiece Cover	
· Ordinary 1 
· Spin 4 
· Weave 7

Spin is included to address multi-meaning words. Other examples: strike, weave, shades
Other literacy focus as needed (phonics, fluency):
Fluency: reading with prosody and expression 
Mini-lesson Structure for Reading:
Connect – Teaching Point/Why – After reading this story, we will learn about how an author makes a character seem like a human being. This kind of writing has a special name called personification. We can infer the traits of a character easily when an author uses this technique. In this book, Sophie is a spider but we can compare her to a human being to learn about her.

I can read a story and compare an animal or object to a human being. I can name character traits.

Name It! – Today I am going to teach you to look for character traits in a story.
Model - Open paper copy of the story. Explain that when I want to determine what a character is like and what traits they have, I go back into the story to look at their actions, feelings and thoughts. On page 5, Sophie has grown up. I know this because the author says that, “Sophie arrived at the age when a young spider must strike out on her own.” This is something that people do when they grow up. I think Sophie must feel like people do when they leave the house – a bit brave, but a bit nervous. Sophie notices that the boardinghouse is dull and decides to use her skills to make it prettier on page 6. What do we call a person who uses their ability to fix up a drab environment? (artist, helper, designer). List the traits on the board.
Engage- I’d like you to think about another trait Sophie may have. Reread page 16 aloud. Ask the students to turn to a partner and talk about what Sophie may be thinking, feeling and her actions on the page to determine a character trait. Discuss the students’ ideas and list the traits on the board. Repeat as needed or if time permits.
Link to Reading - When you go back to your seat today and reread your book from our guided reading group, I want you to make a list of traits describing the main character and bring your list to our group.
Confer - During small group, discuss the traits of the main characters. Also, confer about character traits of main characters when reviewing independent reading with students individually.
Planning for Writing:
Sample Traits:
· Voice		
· Organization
· Ideas		
· Word Choice		
· Sentence Fluency
· Conventions		
· Presentation	

Other writing focus: Using complete sentences, writing for clarity
Mini-lesson Structure for Writing:
Connection/Quick Review: We have been discussing how a writer chooses just the right words and phrases so that the writing paints a clear picture in the reader’s mind.  What special words stood out to you as you listened to Sophie’s Masterpiece earlier? I noticed some special words too (quick review).  Do you know what else I heard? I noticed how the author put together interesting sentences.
Teaching Point:  Today, we are going to look at how to write sentences with different lengths.  When we write sentences of different lengths, we give the writing a nice sound.  I also want you to notice how the sentences start differently as I read them.  Watch me.  I will reread a page and show you how the sentences vary- using this slinky.  Notice how the sentences start and how many words are in each sentence.  Are the sentences short or long? (discuss selection)
Active Engagement/Link:  Look at the writing you did yesterday.  Read it aloud to your partner. Use the mini slinky on your tables to look at your own writing.  As you finish with your partner, head back to your seat and see if you can try it today during writing workshop.  Can you start your sentences with different beginnings and vary the sentence lengths?
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