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Brief Description/Abstract
This lesson plan scaffolds the process of analyzing visual argument through stages of inquiry with time for response and sharing. 

Overview
Walk students through the analysis of visual arguments with paired images used to support the analytical piece “California Today: two Immigration Ads, One Dark, the Other Sunny” by Tim Arango. This article, published in the New York times on Jan. 25, 2018, focuses on a very emotional topic in this country and in other countries. Students will write reasons why they believe or do not believe the one man looks evil. They will do the same in response to the “sunny” image of immigration, and then share their lists with a partner. 

Grade Band
9-12

Lesson Plan Type
Standard Lesson

Estimated Lesson Time
One 50-minute session.

Featured Resources
· Image from New York Times
· Analyzing Visual Arguments: This handout provides teachers with a summative, bulleted list of steps to guide the lesson.

Printout
· Analyzing Articles handout for teachers

Materials & Technology
· Reader’s/Writer’s notebook
· Whiteboard or Easel Paper

Website
· New York Times. “California Today: Two Immigration Ads, One Dark, the Other Sunny.” This website links to the editorial students will analyze.

From Theory to Practice 
Linda Friedrich, Rachel Bear, and Tom Fox’s article: “For the Sake of Argument: An Approach to Teaching Evidence-Based Writing” inspired this lesson plan. In line with NWP and C3WP, we believe that students learning to write argument should be grounded in
· includes a variety of genres
· engaging in public, civic, and civil arguments
· nonfiction sources
· the writer comprehending the dialogue surrounding the issue
· the student understanding the role of claims and evidence
· the study of argument and the discussion of issues 
These tenets undergird the lesson as a part of teaching the analysis of visual arguments, because it strengthens the critical thinking of the learner.

Further Reading
Christel, Mary, and Scott Sullivan, eds. 2007. Lesson Plans for Creating Media-Rich Classrooms. Urbana, IL: NCTE.

NCTE/IRA Standards
1. Students read a wide range of print and nonprint texts to build an understanding of texts, of themselves, and of the cultures of the United States and the world; to acquire new information; to respond to the needs and demands of society and the workplace; and for personal fulfillment. Among these texts are fiction and nonfiction, classic and contemporary works.
6.   Students apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions (e.g., spelling and punctuation), media techniques, figurative language, and genre to create, critique, and discuss print and nonprint texts.
11.  Students participate as knowledgeable, reflective, creative, and critical members of a variety of literacy communities.
12.  Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes (e.g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the exchange of information).

Preparation
1. Have available the “Analyzing Visual Arguments” handout for teachers.
2. Customize a graphic organizer to your liking, using the Graphic Organizer for Analyzing Argument. Make the graphic organizer available for students. Or, have them use their readers’/writers’ notebook.

Instructional Plan
	Student Objectives
	Students will
· write visual details they notice of images. 
· Collaborate to generate a list of details noticed in images.
· learn the term “warrant” and practice writing a claim, evidence, and warrant.

Session Introduction and Activities
These paired images are used to support the analytical piece “California Today: Two Immigration Ads, One Dark, the Other Sunny” by Tim Arango, published in the New York Times on Jan. 25. 2018. If the class has not previously discussed immigration, it may be valuable to begin by pointing out that immigration is a very emotional topic in this country and in other countries. It may be useful for them to do a 5- to 8-minute quickwrite about their feelings about immigration and immigrants.
· Show the images without the caption. Tell students: The title of this article gives a clue to what we can look for in the two images.
· The people in both ads are smiling, but the first thing that strikes me, viewing them, is the phrase “Pure Evil” stamped across the image on the left. If I saw this picture without that text, I might not see this man as “evil.” 
· Ask students if he looks evil to them, and get their reasons for their answer, focusing their attention on the picture.
· Tell students the first thing you notice about the picture on the right and give a reason for viewing it as a “sunny” image of immigration.
· Give students 1-2 minutes to jot down all the visual details they notice in the image on the right.
· Have them share their lists with a partner (1-2 mins.)
· Make a list of the details generated throughout the class, displaying it on the chalkboard or whiteboard or on a projection screen.
· Remind students that arguments make claims, and that claims are supported by evidence. 
· Ask them to put the claim about the righthand image into a sentence. Write it above the list of evidence.
· Remind students that a “warrant” is the connection between the evidence and the claim.
· Write a sentence that gives a reason why one of the listed details supports the claim that the image is sunny. Ask for a volunteer to make a similar warrant for another detail.
· Give students time for small-group collaboration on writing a paragraph about the left-hand image, making sure that they include claim, evidence, and warrant.
· Optional: Show students the caption for the pair of images and invite discussion of how knowledge of the source of each image affects their analysis.
· Follow-up activity: 

Extensions
· Select several diverse online images of immigrants, and have each small group of students collaborate to analyze an image and write a paragraph making a claim about the image and supporting it. 
Student Assessment/Reflections
· Ask students to exchange images and ask each group to write a second analysis. When they have completed it, groups may compare/contrast their analytical paragraphs about the same image.

Related Resources
· Lesson Plan. Propaganda Techniques in Literature and Online Political Ads
After reading or viewing a text, students are introduced to propaganda techniques and then identify examples in the text. Students discuss these examples, and then explore the use of propaganda in popular culture by looking at examples in the media. Students identify examples of propaganda techniques used in clips of online political advertisements and explain how the techniques are used to persuade voters. Next, students explore the similarities of the propaganda techniques used in the literary text and in the online political ads to explain the commentary the text is making about contemporary society. Finally, students write a persuasive essay in support of a given statement. 
· Strategy Guides. Reading Online
In this Strategy Guide you will learn how online reading differs from offline reading and strategies to build and reinforce the skills that online reading requires.
Keywords/Tagging
Image analysis, immigration, argument, visuals
