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This should be done after students have done their research but before students have drafted argumentative essays. 
Before modeling:
· Choose an issue that you feel strongly about but one that will not elicit polarization among students. I like to use arguments about food safety or buying locally produced food. 
· Collect some current information about the issue.
· If you are concerned about composing in front of a class, as many of us are, write the paragraph ahead of time and refer to a hard copy of it as you compose. You can always refer to the paper as your “notes” while you are modeling the writing.

Modeling writing:
1. Identify the issue you plan to write about. Tell them why it matters to you, relying on personal interests or anecdotes. I might say, “I have been a vegetarian for the past twenty years, but since I first heard of the locavore movement, I’ve been making the choice to buy as much locally grown food as possible. I think everyone should be aware of the arguments for buying local produce.”
2. Be sure to let them know you have consulted some sources for the information you will be using to write your argument. You may want to mention an obviously biased source or two and tell them why you will not be relying on that source, and contrast a reliable source and mention a fact or statistic from that source.
3. List your claims in support of your position. I might say, “If I want to convince other people to buy locally grown food, I could base my argument on the economic benefit to my local community, the freshness and ripeness of local vegetables and fruits that mean better taste and better health, and my concern for my carbon footprint in buying groceries.”
4. Choose one of the claims to develop into a paragraph, and tell students you will be writing only one paragraph during this class. 
5. Talk your way through writing the first sentence of the paragraph, actually writing it on the chalkboard or whiteboard or projecting it as you type it at the computer. It’s fine to make false starts or to reword it as you go. You can even point out that making claims isn’t easy.
6. Select a fact or statistic to support your claim, and write a sentence or two about it, making sure to use quotation marks and in-text citation as needed.
7. Pause and give students ten minutes or so to get to the same point in their own development of a paragraph advancing one claim.
8. Model your continuing development of the argument with another piece of evidence, making sure to show connections and reasoning as you advance the argument. 
9. At this point, you may want to ask students whether they are convinced yet or will need more evidence to be convinced that the claim is valid. Hopefully, they feel the paragraph is skimpy, and you can tell them informally what other evidence you have for your claim.
10. Then give them additional writing time. Continue to build your own paragraph, but be ready to help a student who gets stuck or has a question.
11. Near the end of the period, or in the next class period, talk through the ending of your paragraph as you write it. Let them know what comes next in your argumentative essay, what claim you plan to address in your next paragraph.
12. Give them writing time for rereading and revising what they have written, paying attention to the end of the paragraph, and transitioning to their next point.

