Fine Arts Instructional Plan
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Composition in the Instrumental Classroom
[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Discipline
Music: Instrumental
[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]Grade and/or Course Level(s)
Beginner Orchestra, Intermediate Orchestra, Advanced Orchestra
Beginner Band, Intermediate Band, Advanced Band
[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]Overview
This instructional plan will provide the instructor with the outline and resources to guide students in the composition of original music. Composition incorporates different aspects of music education including creativity, critical thinking, and the application of musical techniques. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt]Essential Knowledge, Skills, and Processes
· Creativity
· Music Notation
· Rhythmic and Melodic Dictation
· Music literacy
· Ear training 
· Performance
[bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm]Outcomes
· Students will write standard music notation. 
· Students will develop rhythmic and melodic dictation skills.
· Students will compose an original composition appropriate for their musical level and abilities.
· Students will apply a creative process through music. 
· Students will express emotion through music. 
· Students will prepare and perform their original music composition.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1t3h5sf]Primary SOL
Elementary: 
EI.1: The student will create music as a means of individual expression. 
a. Compose a four-measure rhythmic-melodic variation. 
EI. 12: The student will demonstrate music literacy. 
b. Notate student-created compositions using standard notation. 

Middle School: 
MIB.1, MII.1, MIAD.1: The student will create music as a means of individual expression. 
a. Compose a four-measure rhythmic-melodic variation. 
MIB12. MII. 12, MIAD. 12: The student will demonstrate music literacy. 
b. Notate student-created compositions using standard notation. 
High School: 
HIB.1: The student will use music as a means of creative expression. 
a. Compose a four-measure rhythmic-melodic variation. 
HII.1: The student will use music as a means of creative expression. 
a. Compose an eight-measure rhythmic-melodic variation. 
HIAD.1: The student will use music as a means of creative expression. 
a. Compose rhythmic-melodic variation. 
HIAR.1: The student will use music as a means of creative expression. 
a. Refine a creative sequence that utilizes individual inquiry to produce examples of a finished musical artifact. 
HIB12. HII. 12, HIAD.12: The student will demonstrate music literacy. 
b. Notate student-created compositions using standard notation. 
HIAR.12:  The student will demonstrate music literacy. 
b. Notate student-created compositions using standard notation using contemporary technology. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.4d34og8]Related/Reinforced SOL(s)
Elementary: 
EI.2: The student will apply a creative process for music. 
EI. 7: The student will explore the functions of music, including the use of music as a form of expression, communication, ceremony, and entertainment. 
EI. 8: The student will identify intellectual property as it relates to music. 
EI. 9: The student will identify career options in music. 
EI. 10: The student will explore and investigate technology and new media to create, edit, and present music. 
EI 12: The student will demonstrate music literacy.
[bookmark: _heading=h.2s8eyo1]Materials
· Staff paper
· Pencil
· Instrument
· Notation software (optional) 
[bookmark: _heading=h.17dp8vu]Student/Teacher Actions
1. Music Notation: Students are introduced to basic music notation necessary for a composition including the following. Teachers may wish to use the provided resource Teaching Music Notation.  
· Music staff and set up
· Clef
· Key signature and accidentals 
· Time signature
· Tempo
· Tempo terms appropriate for the class
· Appropriate use and placement of beginning tempo
· Appropriate way to change the tempo
· Note structure
· Note direction
· Stem direction
· Stem length 
· Rhythms
· Rhythm options appropriate for the class
· Bar lines/Double bar lines 
· Eighth/sixteenth note beaming
· Rests 
· Articulations
· Articulation terms appropriate for the class
· Appropriate placement of articulations
· Dynamics
· Dynamic terms appropriate for the class
· Appropriate use and abbreviation of dynamics
· Appropriate placement of dynamics

2. Rhythmic and Melodic Dictation: Before the students write their own composition, efforts should be made to increase confidence in both rhythmic and melodic dictation. 
1. Provide students with staff paper. 
2. Play simple rhythms appropriate for age/ability, increasing in difficulty as the students progress in confidence.  Have students notate the rhythms on the staff paper. 
3. Play simple melodies appropriate for age/ability, increasing in difficulty as the students progress in confidence.  Have students notate the melodies on the staff paper. 
a. Differentiate: Have students that are not ready for this step notate just the rhythm while advancing students notate the melody. 

3. Composition
1. Students are provided with staff paper or the attached resource: Now You Compose!
2. Students write a level-appropriate number of measures of their own composition. 
3. Set goals appropriate for student level and set a list of requirements for the composition including some or all of the following: 
a. Clef, key signature, time signature, tempo, dynamics, articulations, accidentals
b. Specific requirements can be based on the current curriculum or time period being studied
4. Allow individual time for students to share a draft with the teacher, giving feedback and working with students to fix notation errors. 
5. At the completion of the process, allow students to share their composition with their peers via live performance or recording. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.aaze9hwfjapm]Assessment Strategies
· Teacher-driven Summative Assessment: Students are assessed on a set of standards completed in the composition. A sample rubric is atatched. 
· Teacher-driven Formative Assessment: 
· The teacher moves around the classroom and conducts visual assessments of each student.  The teacher provides immediate feedback.
· The teacher guides the student through a self-assessment that contains designated checkpoints.
· Self-assessment 
· The teacher guides the student through a self-assessment using a rubric or reflection. 
· The student evaluates them self utilizing a designated rubric and submits completed rubric to the teacher for evaluation and feedback.
· The student completes a written self-reflection on either the composition process or their final composition product. 
· Peer-driven: Students complete a given rubric or a survey to respond to their peers’ compositions. This provides practice in communicating effectively with peers and giving/receiving feedback and/or constructive criticism.
· Performance-driven: Students perform their composition in a recital or via a recording, providing program notes about their composition. Extension: This assessment has a writing component.
· Distance-learning: Students submit a draft of the composition via email or a virtual learning platform for the teacher to provide written feedback and corrections. Students submit a final composition and performance recording via the virtual learning platform. Recordings can be compiled for a virtual recital with permission from students and parents. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.o2dn5wmxykw9]Extensions and Connections
· Culturally Responsive and Inclusive Education: Students study composers from all over the world and people of multiple ethnicities to make personal connections. 
· Community engagement: Students perform the work at a concert for their community, providing program notes about their composition.
· Career Connections: Bring in a professional composer to discuss their career.
· Creativity: Students learn about the creative process by studying the lives of other composers. They will begin to understand what inspires and promotes works of art. 
· History: Develop a project on a composer and encourage students to understand a time in history and how the time period inspired the composer. Students may also be encouraged to select a composer/time period of their choice. 
· Visual arts: Students look at a piece of visual art and use it to inspire their musical composition. 
· Literary or Theater Arts: Students read a piece of literature or theater and use it to inspire their musical composition. 
· Writing: Students write a composition and a creative writing exercise to accompany their composition. These can be used as program notes to accompany the composition in a performance. 
· Advancement: Advancing students can compose chamber or orchestra music. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.26in1rg]Differentiation Strategies
· The student may benefit from a larger-sized staff paper. 
· The teacher can ensure the placement of visuals is appropriate for the student.
· The students may benefit from a color-coded assignment. Color-code the rubric requirements or music notation lesson for the student. 
· Scaffold the lesson content.  For example, have the student complete a composition using only one note or only whole notes. 
· Provide anchor charts, graphic organizers, or diagrams when giving instructions on the music notation. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.mswmbn2wppzw]Distance or Blended Learning
This plan can be accomplished in a distance-learning situation. Teachers can include access to the resources provided on a teacher webpage or virtual learning platform.


[image: Creative Commons License] This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License.



[bookmark: TeachingNotation]Teaching Music Notation
[bookmark: _heading=h.cose20o5zkui]Staff setup
The staff of each will begin with a clef and a key signature. 
The time signature will go on the first time. 
The tempo will be placed above the time signature.
[image: ]
[bookmark: _heading=h.slch6awd4z0d]Note Structure
Notes above the middle line will have a downward-facing stem and look like a letter p. 
Notes below the middle line will have an upward-facing stem and look like a letter d. 
Notes on the middle line will face in the same direction as the majority of surrounding notes. [image: ]
Exemptions: Notes that are beamed will follow the rule of the note farthest from the middle line
[image: ]
Stems will be an octave long.  An exemption to this will be when notes are beamed.
[image: ]
[bookmark: _heading=h.vtoxbdvbfefk]Accidentals
Accidentals are always placed before the note and last the duration of the measure. 
Accidentals must be repeated at the start of a new measure. 
[image: ]
[bookmark: _heading=h.4kxjrfps8ixf]Slurs and Articulations 
Slurs and articulations will be on the side of the note head, opposite the stem. 
[image: ]  [image: ]
Exemptions will be when the notes are facing different ways. 
[image: ]
[bookmark: _heading=h.m30fy6i6bn8u]Dynamics
Dynamics will be notated under the staff.  Always notate the dynamic of the first note. 
[image: ]
Dynamic range:
ff - fortissimo
f - forte
mf - mezzo forte 
mp - mezzo piano
p - piano
pp  - pianissmo 
[bookmark: _heading=h.hmxb925iecjo]Other Symbols 
There are other symbols that may be relevant to students in composition situations. These include but are not limited to: 
Crescendo, Diminuendo
Double bar line, Repeat signs, First and second endings, Fermata
Codas, D.C. al Coda, D.S. al Coda 
Ritardando, Accelerando
Articulations: accent, staccato, marcato, tenuto, staccatissimo
Ornaments: trill, grace note, glissando, mordent, turn
Ledger lines 
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[bookmark: _z7d781kyl00j][bookmark: YouCompose]Now You Compose!
Name_____________

Fine Arts Instructional Plan
To set up your 4 bar composition:

You will need:
1. Clef
2. Time Signature
3. Key Signature
4. Tempo
Optional: 
· Dynamics
· Slurs
· Articulations
· Accidentals



Add those below
[image: This image is an arrow pointing down to the musical staff.]

[image: This image is a blank music staff consisting of 4 measures and a double bar line.]



You will use the following notes
 (check all that may be used):
· Open Strings
· D string notes
· A string notes
· G string notes
· C string notes
· E string notes


You will use the following rhythms
(check all that may be used):
· Whole Notes
· Dotted Half Notes
· Half Notes
· Quarter Notes
· Eighth Notes
· Sixteenth Notes



[image: Creative Commons License] This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License.



[bookmark: _heading=h.pa51evcu64kg]
[bookmark: Rubric]Composition Rubric 
	
	Possible Points
	Points Earned

	Title - written at the top of paper 
	
	

	Clef - correctly written on each line
	
	

	Key Signature - correctly written on each line
	
	

	Time Signature - correctly written on first line 
	
	

	Tempo - correctly written top left and where changed
	
	

	Dynamics - use of dynamics as instructed 
	
	

	Articulations - use of articulations as instructed 
	
	

	Accidentals - use of accidentals as instructed 
	
	

	Notation accuracy 
	
	

	Rhythmic accuracy 
	
	

	Musicianship 
	
	

	Length - written to the prescribed length 
	
	

	TOTAL 
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