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INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITY TOPIC:  “Famous French Folks”
Target Language:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  French    FORMCHECKBOX 
 German     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Latin     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spanish
Target Level:       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Beginning

                    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Intermediate

                   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Advanced

SOL CORRELATION: (Note the Virginia Standards of Learning [SOL] addressed in this activity.)


English:  8.4, 9.4, 9.7, 9.8

History and Social Science:
WHII.6, WHII.10, WHII.13


Foreign Language:





Listening and Reading for Understanding - FI.3




Cultural Perspectives, Practices and Products - FI.7




Making Connections through Language - FI.9




Cultural and Linguistic Comparisons - FI.10




Communication across Communities - FI.12


OBJECTIVE:

Students will demonstrate a familiarity with a variety of well-known French persons noted for their achievements in art, music, literature, political leadership, science, and other areas.

RESOURCES/MATERIALS: 
Web sites 

http://www.ac-versailles.fr/etab.asp (for accessing school web sites)

http://www.google.com/advanced_search (for research on specific individuals)

PROCEDURE/IMPLEMENTATION:  

1.
The teacher leads a discussion of the names of local schools and why they have those names (reference to geographical location, in honor of a specific person, etc.).

2.
Students are given a list (attached) of several schools in the Académie de Versailles administrative district in France.  All the schools on this list are named after well-known French individuals who are famous for their contributions to the arts, science, and government.  Each student either chooses or is assigned one specific school from the list.

3.
In the computer lab, students go to http://www.ac-versailles.fr/etab.asp to access the Web site for their assigned schools.  They use the information on the site to fill out Part 1 of Worksheet #1 (included with this activity).

4.
Students research facts about the individual for whom their assigned school is named and fill out Part 2 of Worksheet #1.  This information may come from the school’s Web site, but if not (or if the students need further information), they may use the search engine at http://www.google.com for their research.  Some research hints are included on the worksheet.

5.
One of the following options is used for students to share the information about their individuals with their classmates.

(a) Students take turns presenting information about their individuals to the class.  Those listening make notes in the appropriate sections of Worksheet #2 (included with this activity).

(b) Students get into groups of 3 or 4.  The teacher collects all the completed copies of Worksheet #1 and divides them into the same number of groups as there are student groups.  Each group receives one stack of the completed copies of Worksheet #1 and uses them to fill out their own Worksheet #2.  The stacks of Worksheet #1 are rotated through all the groups so that eventually all students are able to get the information from all the papers.  

ASSESSMENT:  

Option 1:  
The teacher uses the completed Worksheet #1 and Worksheet #2 to assess the students.

Option 2:  
The teacher creates a short quiz based on the information gathered by the students.  Students complete the quiz, using their notes from their completed copy of Worksheet #2.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:  

The purpose of this activity is to familiarize beginning students with a variety of noteworthy French persons that they will encounter throughout their study of French as well as to see connections with other curricular areas when these persons are encountered in those classes (social studies, science, etc.).  It is not intended as a list of persons and facts to memorize.  

Written by: 


Karen Peterson

E-mail address:  

karen.peterson@fcps.edu 

School:  


Walnut Hill Center

Virginia School Division:  
Fairfax County Public Schools

Selected Schools

Académie de Versailles
The Web sites of all these schools can be accessed through http://www.ac-versailles.fr/etab.asp.

Collège Albert Camus

Collège Camille Claudel

Collège Emile Zola

Collège Georges Brassens

Collège Georges Clémenceau

Collège Georges Pompidou

Collège Guillaume Apollinaire

Collège Jean Cocteau

Collège Jean Jacques Rousseau

Collège Jean Jaurès

Collège Jean Rostand

Collège La Bruyère

Collège Louis Pasteur

Collège Marie Curie

Collège Montesquieu

Collège Pablo Picasso

Collège Paul Eluard

Collège Victor Hugo

Ecole Henri Matisse

Ecole Jean Rostand

Ecole La Fontaine

Ecole Maurice Ravel

Ecole Primaire Guy de Maupassant

Ecole René Descartes

Lycée Auguste Renoir

Lycée Blaise Pascal

Lycée François Villon

Lycée Georges Braque

Lycée Gustave Eiffel

Lycée Jean Baptiste Corot

Lycée Jules Verne

Lycée le Corbusier

Lycée Léonard de Vinci

Lycée professionnel Jacques Prévert

Lycée Richelieu

Lycée Saint-Exupéry

Famous French Folks - Worksheet #1
Nom _____________________________

PART 1:  Information about the school - http://www.ac-versailles.fr/etab.asp
Name of school _____________________________________________________________________

Location (town and/or address) _________________________________________________________

What is the age level of the students (elementary, middle, high school)? ________________________

From the photos on the school’s Web site, what can you say about the building and/or the classrooms?  In what ways do they look like American schools?  In what ways do they look different?

Can you tell if the school specializes in a particular type of study (science, languages, math, etc.)? If so, what is the specialization?

List one interesting thing about the school that you discovered on its Web site:

PART 2:  Information about the person – http://www.google.com/advanced_search 

Internet search hints:

· You may be able to find information on your assigned person at the site of the school named for that person.

· If you use the Google search engine, on the Advanced Search page choose the language you want for the results (English or French).  In the box for “Find results…with the exact phrase” type the person’s name and then click the Google Search button.

· If this gives too many results and you can’t find the one you want, go back to the Advanced Search page, make sure that you have chosen the language you want, and then in the “Find results… with all of the words” box type both the person’s name and the word “biography.”

Person for whom the school was named __________________________________________________

When did this person live? ____________________________________________________________

For what is this person well known?  What are his/her achievements?

What are two interesting things you learned about this person?

(1)

(2)

Famous French Folks – Worksheet #2
Nom ________________________________

	Name
	Time Period

(ex: early 1900’s, late 1600’s)
	Area of achievement (put X in appropriate box)
	Important Achievements
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