VA FL Instructional Activity Template/2002

INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITY TOPIC: "The Francophone World through the Eyes of a Child"

Target Language:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  French    FORMCHECKBOX 
 German     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Latin     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spanish
Target Level:       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Beginning

                    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Intermediate

                   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Advanced
SOL CORRELATION: (Note the Virginia Standards of Learning [SOL] addressed in this activity.)

English: 8.4, 8.5, 9.1, 9.4, 9.6, 10.10

History and Social Science:
WG.10.4

Foreign Language:


Listening and Reading for Understanding - FIII.3

Oral and Written Presentation - FIII.4, FIII.5

Cultural Perspectives, Practices, and Products - FIII.6


OBJECTIVES:


Students will demonstrate a knowledge of the countries and regions that comprise the francophone world and what la francophonie is. 

Students will create a children’s book to represent the results of their research of a country/region of their choice.  

Students will identify similarities and differences among several francophone countries/regions.

RESOURCES/MATERIALS: 
Resources may include transparencies, student text, the Internet, research materials in the school and neighborhood libraries, cassettes, and videos.

Web sites   

http://www.francophonie.org/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/  

http://www.lonelyplanet.com/ 

http://www.branson.org/library
http://www.sas.upenn.edu/
PROCEDURE/IMPLEMENTATION: 
1. The teacher will provide a blank map of the world to each student. Blank maps are available on the National Geographic web page under “Mapmachine”.

2. The teacher and students will identify the French-speaking countries of the world, using either maps available in the textbook or a color-coded map on the overhead projector.

3. Students will color-code their individual maps to reflect the francophone regions

of the world.  They will then label the countries in French.

4. The class may discuss why the French-speaking world includes parts of Canada, Africa, Asia, and Latin America.

5. Students will each choose a different country/region of the francophone world to research in order to write a children’s book to present to the class.

6. Students will, over the course of several weeks, do guided research to discover specific facts about their country, such as:   location, geographical features, primary languages, religions, cuisine, economy, leisure activities, name of inhabitants, relationship with France, tourist attractions (if appropriate).

7. The teacher will share resources (videos, music, literature) reflecting a variety of francophone cultures with the students.

8. Students will write an original children’s book, with illustrations, recounting a visit to the country that they researched. The book will include grammatical structures and cultural details as reflected in the rubric.  

9. Students will share their final product with the class.

10. Each student will read two stories in addition to their own. Based on their reading and research, students will write a paper comparing and contrasting the other two francophone areas with their own.

ASSESSMENT: 
Students may take a quiz on the geography and the vocabulary of countries of the francophone world.

1. Teachers may choose to assess and/or document student research.  For example, teachers may reward students 5 points for completing each research topic required for the children’s book.  

2. Possible rubric for evaluation of children’s book is on the following page.

Rubric

Part 1

	Categories
	Excellent (20)
	Good  (16)
	Acceptable (12)
	Minimal  (8)

	Content
	Content exceeds expectations
	Much relevant

information
	Some relevant

information
	Little relevant information

	Vocabulary
	Extensive range of vocabulary used correctly
	Consistent use of appropriate words throughout
	Some correct vocabulary, numerous errors
	Inaccurate throughout

	Structure
	Variety of structures with few errors
	Variety of structures with occasional errors
	Simple structures with occasional errors
	Error-ridden

	Preparation
	Met all deadlines. 

All required work completed.
	Met all deadlines with most work completed.
	Met some deadlines with most work completed.
	Failed to meet deadlines.  Failed to submit required work.

	Total of each column
	
	
	
	

	Total of Part One

Maximum points = 80
	
	
	
	


Part 2

	Categories
	Excellent 
	Good 
	Acceptable
	Minimal

	Illustrations
	Carefully done and attractive. Add to understanding of book
	Satisfactory – attention to work is evident. Appropriate for subject.
	Some attempt to provide appropriate illustrations
	Illustrations are lacking or very poorly-done.

	Presentation of work to the class
	Accurate pronunciation and enthusiastic presentation.
	Good pronunciation.
	Occasional or frequent errors of pronunciation.
	Very difficult to understand because of inaccuracy of pronunciation.

	Total of each column


	
	
	
	

	Total of Part 2

Maximum = 20 points
	
	
	
	


	Total Part 1 


	Total Part 2
	Grand Total
	Final Grade

	
	
	
	


ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
Over the years, my students have done a variety of types of projects on the francophone world. This is the project that has been the most successful in terms of the ability of the students to do a good job

with this, the appropriateness of the linguistic level for them, and the interest level of the rest of the class.

(Asking them to write up a more formal report in French frequently results in presentations that are difficult to understand and not of interest to the class.)
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