VA FL Instructional Activity Template/2003


INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITY TOPIC: “The French Connection” 

Target Language:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  French    FORMCHECKBOX 
 German     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Latin     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spanish
Target Level:       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Beginning (may be extended to other levels) 

                    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Intermediate

                   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Advanced

SOL CORRELATION: (Note the Virginia Standards of Learning [SOL] addressed in this activity.)

English:  8.4, 9.6, 9.7, 9.9, 9.10

History:  WH11.1, WH11.2

Foreign Language:

Oral and Written Presentation - FII.5, FII.7

Making Connections through Language - French II.8

Computer Technology:  C/T12.2, C/T12.4

OBJECTIVES:

Students will identify French words used in the English language.

Students will identify words of Latin origin in French and English.

Students will demonstrate an understanding of why and when French was spoken in England.

RESOURCES/MATERIALS:

In level one, the teacher may choose to provide the list of words.  

For other levels, students may research in French textbooks, English dictionaries, the Internet, and/or the book Mastering the Verbal SAT/PSAT by Larry Krieger and Douglas Paul.  Publisher: Great Source Education Group.

Students may use any card software like Print Master or Print Shop for desktop presentation and illustrations to make the poster or any other resources available and accepted by the teacher. 

Web sites:  

http://www.utm.edu/~globeg/profren.shtml
http://french.about.com
PROCEDURE/IMPLEMENTATION:

1. Students will review the list of words provided by the teacher or the student generated list and identify the origins of the words, i.e. French words commonly used in English, like “croissants”, “ballet”, “rendez-vous” etc.

2. Students will research and discuss the reasons for the presence of French and Latin words in the English language.  The class will be divided in two groups, one for the influence of Latin over the French and English Language (Roman Empire) and the other group for the influence of French over the English Language (French invasion of England).

3. Each group will share the results of their research with the class.  The information

should include features such as photos of Roman ruins, pictures of William the Conqueror, Mary Stuart, and the Bayeux tapestry about the battle of Hastings. 

4. Students will select a French word also used in the English language from the

teacher’s list or from their own sources (see Resources/Materials).

5.   Students will create a poster with the chosen word as the title, the definition of the word, an English sentence using the word, and a French sentence using the word. Each sentence should be preceded by the word chosen, according to the following model:

                                                       Bon mot
 

                                 Bon mot:  A clever remark, witticism

                                 Bon mot:  My friend is very witty, she always has a bon mot to say.

                                 Bon mot:  J’aime rire et j’adore entendre un bon mot

In all, the word will be written 6 times and students are required to highlight it either with color or with a different font.

6.   Students will illustrate the poster in a creative way and in a manner relevant to the   chosen word.

7.   Students will present their poster to the class and display it in the hallway. 

ASSESSMENT:
Students’ posters will be graded according to the rubric included with this lesson.

Students will take a quiz on the various words presented by their classmates:  They will give the meaning of the word in English and write their own sentence in French. 

	School Name

	The French Connection

	
	Name: ________________________
Teacher: ___________________

	Date: ___________________
Title of Work: ___________________

	 
Criteria
Points
1
2
3
4
 
Chosen Word
The chosen French word is listed less than 4 times.
The chosen French word is listed 4 times.
The chosen French is listed 5 times.
The chosen French word is listed 6 times.
____
Grammar and Spelling
More than 4 errors in grammar or spelling.
3-4 errors in grammar or spelling.
1 or 2 errors in grammar or spelling.
No errors in grammar or spelling.
____
Legibility
The poster is illegible OR includes distracting corrections.
The poster is  legible but contains some distracting corrections (e.g. dark cross-outs, bumpy white-out, words written over).
The poster is neat and legible with limited corrections.
The poster is neat and legible with no distracting corrections.
____
Graphics
No graphic or graphics  are related to the word.
Some graphics are related to the word.
Most graphics are related to the word and make it easier to understand.
All graphics are related to the word and make it easier to understand.
____
Structure
Sentences lack structure and appear incomplete or rambling. 
Sentences are complete with subject+verb+object
Sentences are well constructed with more than subject+verb+object.
Sentences are well constructed with more than subject+verb+object and without common verbs like to be/Être.
____
 
 
 
 
Total---->
____

	Teacher Comments:                

	


	

	


ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:
This activity can easily become a monthly project.

It also may be adapted for intermediate and advanced levels.

Students may be encouraged to identify additional French words used in English and their derivatives.

Written by:                                     
Marie-France McBirney

E-mail address:                                 
mfmcbirn@whro.net
School:                                                Booker T. Washington High School

Virginia School Division: 

Norfolk City Public Schools

VOCABULARY LIST: 

This is a list of some French words used in English.  This list is a sample and is not exhaustive!

ADIEU                                   

CULOTTE


MOTIF



A LA CARTE



CURE



NAIVE

APPLIQUE 



DEBRIS


NOEL

ARTISTE



DEBUT


PARFAIT

ATTACHE



DERANGE


PASSE


AUTOMOBILE


DÉTENTE


PENSION

BALLET 



DETOUR


PETITE

BATON



ECRU



PICOT

BEAU




ELEGANT


PIQUE

BIJOU




ELITE



PITON

BLASÉ



ENCORE


PLAQUE

BON TON



ETUDE


PREMIERE

BOUDOIR



FETE



PROTEGE

BOUQUET



FILET



PUREE

BRUNETTE



FLUX



RAPPORT

BRUT




FONDUE


REVUE

BURLESQUE



FRAPPE


ROTISSERIE

CADET



GOURMET


ROULETTE

CAFÉ




GOUT



SACHET

CHALET



GRILLE


SALON

CHIC




HOSPICE


SAUCE

CHIFFON  



IMPASSE 


SAUTE                                         

CLICHÉ



LAPIN



SORTIE

CLIQUE



LEVEE


TIMBALE

COLLAGE



LINGERIE


TIMIDE

CONCERT



MATINEE


TONSURE



CORPS



MENACE


TOUPET

COUPE



MENU



VAGABOND

CREPE



MERINGUE


VASE

CROCHET



MIGNON


VEDETTE

CUL-DE-SAC



MORGUE


VOYAGE

