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INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITY TOPIC:  Le Petit Prince

Target Language:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  French    FORMCHECKBOX 
 German     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Latin     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spanish
Target Level:       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Beginning

                    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Intermediate

                   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Advanced

SOL CORRELATION: (Note the Virginia Standards of Learning [SOL] addressed in this activity.)

English: 9.2. 9.3, 10.1, 10.3, 12.1

History and Social Science:WHII.11.2

Foreign Language:




Person-to-Person Communication - FIII.1, FIV.1



Listening and Reading for Comprehension - FIII.3, FIV.3



Oral and Written Presentation - FIII.4, FIII.5, FIV.4, FIV.5



Cultural Perspectives, Practices, and Products – FIII.6, FIV.6



Making Connections – FIII.7, FIV.7 


OBJECTIVE:

Students will explore the idea of loyalty and responsibility as it relates to national pride in Antoine de St. Exupéry’s Le Petit Prince.

RESOURCES/MATERIALS: 

This lesson is based on a study of Antoine de St. Exupéry’s Le Petit Prince.

Resources may include the text, the Internet, research materials in the school library, teacher-generated materials, realia to include representations of the U.S. flag, the Statue of Liberty, the painting Liberty Leading the People, and a version of “La Marseillaise”.

Web sites 

Liberty Leading the People

http://www.st-and.ac.uk/academic/modhist/liberty.html
Life of St. Exupéry

http://www.saint-exupery.org/
Historical Information

http://www.habpro.com/visoflitprin.html 

Quotes

http://www.westegg.com/exupery
Activities

http://apm.brookes.ac.uk/jlin/prince/introduction.html
PROCEDURE/IMPLEMENTATION: 
These activities, discussions, and presentation will be in French.

1. The teacher will provide background information such as:

a) Show a picture of Joan of Arc, the flag of the U.S., Eugène de la Croix’s painting, Liberty Leading the People, a picture of Charles de Gaulle, and/or play a rendition of “La Marseillaise”. 

b)  Elicit discussion of these symbols and how they evoke national pride.  

c)  Draw on students’ prior knowledge of French and U.S. history.  Depending on their responses, the teacher may have to add information.

2. Students should investigate the life of Antoine de St. Exupéry via the Internet or a teacher-generated handout as a homework assignment.

3. Students will relate the following ideas to the discussion of nationalism in class discussion or in groups.

a. What related events were going on in Europe and the United States during St. Exupéry’s lifetime?

b. What were his interests as a child?

c. What frustrations did he experience while growing up?

d. Give an example of his perseverance in relation to his chosen occupation.

e. How did he serve his country during World War II?

f. What were the circumstances surrounding his death?

g. Define the term nationalism.  Relate it to the previous day’s discussion of Joan of Arc and then to the sentiment in France during World War II after the Nazi occupation.

4. The teacher will (during the reading of the novel) have students highlight the following points as they relate to St. Exupéry’s attempts to ignite a spirit of nationalism among the French.   

a. Why is the Prince restless on his planet?

b. What do the weeds in his garden represent?

c. What fear does the Prince have regarding the baobobs?

d. What do the baobobs symbolize?  

e. What secret does the Prince learn from the fox?

f. Why does the Prince decide to return to his planet?

g. What message does St. Exupéry hope to convey to the French people?  

5. Students will create a journal that the Prince might have kept during the voyage to the seven planets depicting travels and reactions to what is seen.

Students may work individually, with a partner, or in groups to create a PowerPoint presentation of at least 8 slides as described below. This project may be completed in a traditional journal format that students will present orally. 

Students will adhere to the requirements listed below:

a. Date each journal entry and indicate the location from which you are writing.

b. Write at least one paragraph from each location relating your reactions to what you see.

c. Illustrate each entry by including at least one picture, drawing, or photo at each site.

d. For the last entry, create an original moral or adage depicting what you have learned from your journey.  An example of an adage or moral would be, “There’s no place like home or “What is essential is invisible to the eye.  It is with the heart that one sees.”  Create your own adage or moral based on what the Prince might say to summarize what he learned.

ASSESSMENT: 
A suggested rubric for the assessment for the oral presentation is found on the following page:

	Suggested Rubric for Oral Presentation on The Little Prince




	CATEGORY 
	4 Excellent
	3 Good 
	2 Fair 
	1 Poor

	Preparation

Points earned:

_______


	The presentation went smoothly without major errors or pauses. 
	The presentation went smoothly with limited errors and/or pauses. 
	The presentation contained a number of errors or pauses.
	The presentation contained major errors and pauses.

	Structure

Points earned:

_______


	There is a variety of grammatical structures with few errors.
	There is a variety of grammatical structures with occasional errors. 
	The student uses simple structure with occasional errors.
	The presentation is replete with errors.

	Vocabulary

Points earned: 

_______


	There is consistent use and range of vocabulary. 
	There is consistent use of appropriate words throughout.
	The vocabulary is often inaccurate.
	The vocabulary is inaccurate throughout and repetitive.

	Journal Entries

Points earned:

_______


	Each entry includes a date, image and paragraph. 
	Most entries (6-8) include a date, image, and paragraph.
	Some entries (3-5) include a date, image, and paragraph.
	Few entries include a date, image, and paragraph.



	Moral / Adage

Pointed earned:

_______


	The last entry includes an appropriate original moral for the story that exceeds expectations.
	The last entry includes an appropriate original moral for the story.
	The last entry includes a moral for the story.
	The last entry does not include a moral.


N. B.  Total possible points = 20

Total points earned:  ____________________x  5   = ____________________









Final Score

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 

Optional project: An alternative project could be to ask student to write a letter from the point of view of the Prince to his rose in which the student tells what has been learned about loyalty and responsibility.  

Written by:  


Terry Franson


E-mail address:

tfranson@chesterfield.k12.va.us 

School:  


Instruction Division Center

Virginia School Division: 
Chesterfield County Public Schools


