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INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITY TOPIC:  Poetry of Jacques Prévert

Target Language:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  French    FORMCHECKBOX 
 German     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Latin     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spanish
Target Level:       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Beginning

                    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Intermediate

                   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Advanced

SOL CORRELATION: (Note the Virginia Standards of Learning [SOL] addressed in this activity.)
English: 9.1, 9.3, 10.5
History and Social Science:

Foreign Language:



Person-to-Person Communication - FIII.1, FIII.2



Listening and Reading for Understanding - FIII.3



Oral and Written Presentation - FIII.4, FIII.5



Cultural Perspectives, Practices, and Products - FIII.6



Making Connections through Language - FIII.7



Cultural and Linguistic Comparisons - FIII.9

OBJECTIVE:

Students will write an original poem modeled after a poem of Jacques Prévert. 

RESOURCES/MATERIALS:
Resources may include handouts, the Internet, a poetry anthology, poster board, newsprint, markers, crayons.

Web sites

“Le Cancre” (poem and others)

http://perso.wanadoo.fr/bruno.marchand/cancre.html
“Le Cancre” (poem)

http://www.nal.qc.ca/do/prevert/cancre.htm
“Le Cancre” (poem and link to others)

http://site.ifrance.com/poemier/prevert/cancre.html
“Déjeuner du matin”

http://www.gratisweb.com/popbox/prevert.htm
“Les enfants qui s’aiment”

http://lascahobas.org/Poemes/Prevert?JPEnfant.htm
PROCEDURE/IMPLEMENTATION: 
After studying “Le Cancre” together as a class, students will explore other poems by Prévert and use them as a basis for creating their own poem.  

1.  The teacher will review with students the following terms:  alliteration, rhyme, diction, rhythm, and tone.

2. The teacher will present the following vocabulary:  les hueés, le visage, le malheur, le maître, le bonheur, un enfant prodige.

3. The teacher should read the poem aloud.   Students may repeat after the teacher or individual students may read the poem aloud.

4.  The teacher should divide the class into groups and presents the following questions to each group.  The teacher should instruct students to answer all questions in French on the sheet provided.  

a. Expliquez ce que veut dire “il dit non avec la tête”, “il dit oui avec le coeur”.

b. Que fait le cancre lorsqu’il ne sait pas la réponse aux problèmes?

c. Pourquoi le maître est-il furieux?

d. Qui sont “les enfants prodiges” dans ce poème?  Comment réagissent-ils?

e. Expliquez “le tableau noir du malheur”?

f. Faites une description du CANCRE!  Physique et psychologique.

g. Aimeriez-vous quelquefois être comme le cancre?  Avez-vous déjà agi comme lui?

5. Students will discuss the answers to the questions when the class comes together as a group.

6. The teacher should read aloud three or four of the other poems selected for study.  Those most successful at this level include:  “ Le Message”, “Dejeuner du Matin,” “Pour Toi Mon Amour”, “Premier Jour”.

7.  The teacher should divide the class into groups of four or five and presents one poem to each group.  

a. In the groups, students will take turns reading the poems aloud, looking up words they do not understand.

b. Each group will illustrate its poem on the newsprint.

c. Group members will read the poem aloud to the class and present and describe the drawing.


There is no formal assessment of this part of the activity, but students could be evaluated on participation as observed by the teacher during group work and presentation.  If the teacher wishes to formally evaluate this activity, more time could be allotted or it could be a project done individually or in groups.  It could be a PowerPoint presentation
ASSESSMENT: 
Students will choose one of the Prévert poems studied and write their own poem imitating his style.  Each poem will be read aloud to the class.  Before reading, students should present any necessary vocabulary and follow up the oral reading of the poem with five questions to assure participation of the entire class. A written copy will be handed to the teacher for grading as a writing assignment.  

A suggested rubric is found on the following page.

	Suggested Rubric for Oral Presentation of a Jacques Prévert Poem


	CATEGORY 
	Excellent
	Good 
	Fair 
	Poor

	Preparation

Points earned

__________


	The presentation went smoothly without major errors or pauses.

(12 points)
	The presentation went smoothly with limited errors and/or pauses.

(9 points)
	The presentation contained a number of errors or pauses.

(6 points)
	The presentation contained major errors and pauses.

(3 points)

	Vocabulary

Points earned

___________


	Poem displays excellent use of level-appropriate vocabulary. 

(12 points)
	Poem displays good use of level-appropriate vocabulary.

 (9 points)
	Poem displays fair use of level-appropriate vocabulary. 

(6 points)
	Poem displays poor use of level-appropriate vocabulary.

(3 points) 

	Overall effect

Points earned
___________


	Student followed instructions and produced excellent poem.

(12 points)
	Student followed instructions and produced a good poem. 

(9 points)
	Student followed instructions and produced a fair poem. 

(6 points)
	Student did/did not follow instructions and produced a poor poem. 

(3 points)

	Pronunciation

Points earned
___________ 
	There is excellent pronunciation and intonation with minor errors that do not interfere with comprehension.

(4 points)
	There is good control of pronunciation with some errors.

(3 points)
	There is fair control of pronunciation but with many errors.

(2 points)  
	There are many pronunciation errors interfering with comprehension.

(1 point)


N. B.  Total possible points = 40.

Total  points earned:  ______________________ x 2.5 = ____________________









Final Score
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