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INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITY TOPIC:  Current Events

Target Language:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  French    FORMCHECKBOX 
 German     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Latin     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spanish
Target Level:       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Beginning

                    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Intermediate

                   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Advanced

SOL CORRELATION: 
English: 8.4, 8.5, 9.4, 9.8, 10.4, 10.7, 10.10, 11.4, 12.4

History and Social Science: WHII.15, WHII.15, WG.1
Foreign Language:


Person-to-Person Communication - GIV.1

Oral and Written Presentation - GIII.4, GIV.4

Cultural Perspectives, Practices, and Products - GIII.6, GIV.6

Making Connections through Language - GIII.7, GIV.7

Cultural and Linguistic Comparisons - GIV.8


OBJECTIVES:


Students will identify an article from an English-language newspaper relating to current events in Germany, Austria, Switzerland, or Liechtenstein.  

Students will identify main ideas in the article, relevant vocabulary in German, and present a summary of the article in German to the class. 

Students will create a brief listening comprehension quiz for their classmates that will be administered at the conclusion of the presentation.

RESOURCES/MATERIALS: 
Resources may include English-language newspapers, Internet, and a good English-German dictionary. 

Web sites 

Top 100 Online Newspapers


http://www.freep.com/jobspage/links/top100.htm
USA Today

http://www.usatoday.com
Richmond Times-Dispatch

http://www.timesdispatch.com/index.shtml
Atlanta Constitution 

http://www.accessatlanta.com/ajc/
Chicago Sun-Times

http://www.suntimes.com/index/
Washington Post

http://washpost.com/index.shtml
New York Times

http://www.nytimes.com/
Chicago Tribune 

http://www.chicago.tribune.com
Wall Street Journal 

http://www.wsj.com
Los Angeles Times 

http://www.latimes.com
Houston Chronicle 

http://www.chron.com/
Newsday 

http://www.newsday.com
New York Post 

http://nypostonline.com
San Francisco Chronicle 

http://www.sfgate.com
Boston Globe 

http://www.boston.com/globe/
Detroit Free Press 

http://www.freep.com
PROCEDURE/IMPLEMENTATION: 
1. Two weeks before the date of the presentation, students will submit an article to the teacher for approval.

2. One week before the date of the presentation, students will submit a list of relevant vocabulary needed for comprehension, a list of the article’s main ideas, and a brief listening comprehension quiz for teacher approval.

3. Outside of class, students should prepare a summary of the article in German and a visual aid for the presentation.  Teachers may choose to allow the presenter to have a card of keywords and phrases during the presentation.

4. Each student will provide the class with a list of vocabulary necessary for comprehension at the beginning of the presentation.

5. At the conclusion of the presentation, the class may ask questions (in German) for clarification.

6. Once all questions have been answered, the class should complete the previously approved listening comprehension quiz.

ASSESSMENT: 
The speaker will be assessed on the following catefories: 

· Grammar and Vocabulary 

· Content and Message 

· Presentation.  

The accompanying rubric may be used. (see following page)

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:

Teachers may want to assign each student a different due date in order to stagger presentations.

Written by: 


Tracy Hughes

E-mail address: 

thughes@hanover.k12.us.va
School:  


Atlee High School

Virginia School Division: 
Hanover County

Grading Rubric— Current Events
40% Grammar and Vocabulary:  Correct verb forms; agreement of subject and verb; noun/adjective agreement; appropriate level of vocabulary; appropriate choice of words.

	9-10
	Command of spoken language is good.  Use of grammar and vocabulary is generally correct, though may contain errors in complex structures.  Some complex sentence structures are used correctly.

	7-8
	Command of the spoken language is fairly good.  The use of grammar and vocabulary is generally correct.  Common grammatical structures are generally adequate and meaning is clear.  Complex structures may contain many errors and meaning may be unclear.

	5-6
	Command of the spoken language is generally adequate despite some limitations.  A fairly limited range of vocabulary and grammar is used with some errors even in basic structures.  Complex structures are either not attempted or unclear.

	3-4
	Command of the spoken language is limited.  Grammar and vocabulary are often incorrect and/or limited with errors in basic forms.  Commonly encountered sentence structures are sometimes clear; complex structures are either not present or unclear.

	1-2
	Command of the spoken language is very limited.  A very limited range of grammar and vocabulary is used with errors even in the most basic structures.  Common structures are rarely clear; complex structures are either not present or unclear.  


20% Presentation:  Pronunciation, Intonation, and Fluency:  Correct pronunciation of vowel sounds and consonants; no undue pauses.

	9-10
	Correct pronunciation and intonation contributes to communication with very few mistakes. The production of language is fluent.  

	7-8
	Some mispronunciation; meaning still clear; tries to “sound German.” Intonation does not interfere with communication.  The production of language is mostly fluent.

	5-6
	Pronounced foreign accent requiring extra-sympathetic listening; comprehensible, despite some lapses in fluency.  Intonation does not interfere with communication.  

	3-4
	Meaning is frequently obscured by poor pronunciation; minimally comprehensible.  Intonation interferes with communication.  The production of language is generally hesitant and not always comprehensible.

	1-2
	Inaccurate intonation and pronunciation consistently interfere with communication.  The production of language is very hesitant and/or incomprehensible.


40% Content and Message: Message is communicated in a developed and organized manner.

	9-10
	The message has been communicated well.  The development of ideas is methodical and thorough; supporting details are appropriate.  The organization of ideas is clear. All topics handled well. 

	7-8
	The message has been communicated fairly well.  The development of ideas shows some organization; supporting details are generally appropriate.  The organization of ideas is generally clear.  Topics handled adequately. 

	5-6
	The message has been communicated adequately. The development of ideas is generally clear; supporting details are limited or are inappropriate.  The organization of ideas is apparent, though not always clear.  Topics handled minimally; ideas conveyed in general. 

	3-4
	The message has been communicated with limited competence.  Supporting details are limited and/or inappropriate.  The organization of ideas is sometimes apparent. Incomplete.  Two or more of the main ideas are missing or inadequately handled.

	1-2
	The message has been communicated with very limited competence.  Supporting details are very limited and/or inappropriate.  Evidence for the organization of ideas is hard to detect.


TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS: 100

Grammar and Vocabulary:

 x 4 = 


Presentation:

 x 4 = 

Content and Message:

 x 4 = 

        TOTAL:  


