                                                                                                                           VA FL Instructional Activity Template/2002


INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITY TOPIC: “The German-Americans”

Target Language:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  French    FORMCHECKBOX 
 German     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Latin     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spanish
Target Level:       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Beginning

                    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Intermediate

                   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Advanced

SOL CORRELATION: 
English: 9.2, 9.7, 9.8, 10.10, 11.3
History and Social Science:
VUS.1, VUS.2, VUS.3, VUS. 6, VUS.7, VUS.8

Foreign Language: 

Cultural Perspectives, Practices, and Products - GI.7, GI.8

Making Connections through Language - GI.9

Cultural and Linguistic Comparisons - GI.10
OBJECTIVES:

Students will research a famous German-American and his/her contribution to American history or culture.

Students will present a short report on that German-American.

Students will construct a tombstone for the researched German-American.

RESOURCES/MATERIALS: 
Resources may include Internet, films, and primary and secondary sources with information relating to German-Americans, such as:

Film
“Off to New Shores: 300 Years of German Immigration to North America”

directed by Walter Koch, Unda-Film, Inter Nationes 1982-1983

Books

Americans from Germany, Gerard Wilk, 1995.

The German American Family Album, Dorothy Hoobler, Oxford University Press, 1995.

The German Americans, Anne Galicich, Chelsea House Publishers, 1989.

The German-Americans: An Ethnic Experience, Willi  Paul Adams, translated and adapted

 
by LaVern J. Rippley and Eberhard Reichman, 1993.

Three Hundred Years of German Immigration in North America 1683-1983,Thomas Pilz 

(ed.), „300 Jahre Deutsche in Amerika“ Verlags-GmbH, 1983. (dual language)

Web sites 

Alphabetical List of German-Americans

http://www.germanheritage.com/biographies/1alphabetical.html
German-American History and Heritage

http://www.germanheritage.com/
The German-Americans: An Ethnic Experience (electronic book)

http://www-lib.iupui.edu/kade/adams/toc.html
German-American Internet Scavenger Hunt

http://www.cloudnet.com/~edrbsass/Germ-Am.htm
German Americana

http://www.serve.com/shea/work.htm
http://www.germanheritage.com/Essays/jamestownevent/
Off to New Shores: 300 Years of German Immigration to North America
· Video Checklist

- http://www-lib.iupui.edu/kade/g_append.html
· Teacher's Guide

- http://www-lib.iupui.edu/kade/g_immigr.html
· Quiz

· http://www-lib.iupui.edu/kade/g_quiz.html
Germany and America in the 20th Century: A Hypertext Timeline

http://www.cloudnet.com/~edrbsass/20thcentury.htm
Teaching German-Americana with Assistance from the Web

http://www.serve.com/shea/germusa/upraxis.htm
(Most of the above sites will link you to other sites.)

PROCEDURE/IMPLEMENTATION: 

1. The teacher will introduce the topic of the Germans in America and their influence, and will explain the results of the 1990 Census:  One out of every 4 Americans has German roots. (http://home.att.net/~wee-monster/1990.html)

The suggested time to begin this activity is for German-American Day on October 6. The 

suggested completion date would be October 31.

Two possible options for this presentation:

- 
The teacher may show the video “Off to New Shores: 300 Years of German 

Immigration to North America” with the suggested activities. (See web address above.)

- 
The teacher may use the www-address for The German-Americans: An Ethnic

 
 Experience. (http://www-lib.iupui.edu/kade/adams/toc.html)

2. Students will select one of the famous German-Americans from the following list:

	LIST OF GERMAN-AMERICANS

	01. John Peter Altgeld (1847-1902)
	16. Peter Mühlenberg (1746-1807)

	02. Hannah Arendt (1906-1975)
	17. Thomas Nast (1840-1902)

	03. John Jacob Astor (1763-1848)
	18. Louis Prang (1824-1909)

	04. Maximilian Berlitz (1852-1921)
	19. Franz Daniel Pastorius (1651-1720)

	05. Albert Bierstadt (1830-1902)
	20. Johann August Roebling (1806-1869)

	06. Wernher von Braun (1912-1977)
	21. Christoph Sau(e)r (1693-1758)

	07. Marlene Dietrich (1901-1992)
	22. Carl Schurz (1829-1906)

	08. Rudolf Dirks (1877-1968)
	23. Margarethe Meyer Schurz (1833-1876)

	09. Albert Einstein (1879-1955)
	24. Heinrich Steinway (1793-1881)

	10. Walter Gropius (1883-1969)
	25. Friedrich W. von Steuben (1730-1794)

	11. Michael Hillegas (1729-1804)
	26. Levi Strauss (1829-1902)

	12. Paul Hindemith (1895-1963)
	27. John Studebaker (1831-1901)

	13. Friedrich Hecker (1811-1881)
	28. Johann August Sutter (1803-1890)

	14. Fritz Lang (1890-1976)
	29. Kurt Weill (1900-1950)

	15. Peter Minnewit (1580-1638)
	30. Frederick Weyerhäuser (1834-1914)


3. Students should check one of these sites as a starting point.

· http://www.germanheritage.com/biographies/1alphabetical.html
· http://www-lib.iupui.edu/kade/g_append.html
4. Students should research the following information for the individual:

a. full name

b. date and place of birth

c. date and place of death

d. approximate time of arrival in the United States

e. reason for immigrating

f. contribution to American way of life

5. While researching the person, the students should search for graphics that may be used in presentation and/or on tombstone.

a. a picture of the person

b. a picture of a product (cartoon, jeans, music, book, etc.)

c. a picture of an historical event at which the person was present

6. While doing research on the Internet, the students must keep a list of all sites and the information taken (text or graphics) from that site.  The students should have a word document open and copy (cut and paste) the Web-address into the word document.  If there is a title for the site also copy it.  This is good record for the students.  The teacher may wish to remind the students to always save their resource sites. Possible format:

	URL - Webaddress
	http://www.geocities.com/~jimlowe/katzies/katzdex.html

	Title
	Katzenjammer cartoons

	Information
	History and description of cartoon strip with graphics


7. The students will prepare a paragraph/essay on the German-American and submit it to the teacher.  This will form the basis of a short oral presentation.  The students must include three references on the person.  At least two of them must be from the Internet.

8. The teacher will correct the essay and return it to the student.

9. The students will now begin working on the tombstones.  The tombstones must meet the following requirements:

a. three-dimensional and NOT rectangular

b. 12” to 18” in height and 9” to 14” in width

c. free-standing (There should be a base to support it.)

d. information/items on the front of the tombstone

1. name of person in capital letters

2. date and place of birth and date and place of death using the following format:

GEBOREN:
24. August 1764




Frankfurt, Deutschland

GESTORBEN:
18. Februar 1819




Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

3. occupation (in German)

4. picture of person (If a picture cannot be found, then use a silhouette of a man or a woman’s head.

e. information/items on the back of the tombstone

1. picture/graphic relating to the person

2. his/her contribution to American life/culture

3. one interesting fact about the person

10.  Students will give an oral presentation using the tombstones. (3 – 5 minutes)

11. On a day after all the students have presented their reports, the teacher will set up a “cemetery” in the classroom and will prepare a scavenger hunt for the students.  They will go through the “cemetery” gathering the answers for the scavenger hunt.  This should be done close to Halloween.  Lights may be turned off to darken the room and students can be asked to bring flashlights to go looking.

ASSESSMENT: 

The assessment for this activity is in two parts - tombstone and oral presentation. 

TOTAL POINTS: 100 pts.

Tombstone (48 points)

	CATEGORY 
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Graphics –Clarity

1 x ____ = ____
	Graphics are all in focus and the content easily viewed and identified from 3 ft. away. 
	Most graphics are in focus and the content easily viewed and identified from 3 ft. away. 
	Most graphics are in focus and the content is easily viewed and identified from 1 ft. away. 
	Many graphics are not clear or are too small. 

	Graphics - Originality

1 x ____ = ____
	The graphics used on the tombstone reflect a exceptional degree of student creativity in their creation and/or display. 
	One or two of the graphics used on the tombstone reflect student creativity in their creation and/or display. 
	The graphics are made by the student, but are based on the designs or ideas of others. 
	No graphics made by the student are included. 

	Graphics - Relevance 
1 x ____ = ____
	All graphics are related to the topic and make it easier to understand. All borrowed graphics have a source citation on separate index card. 
	All graphics are related to the topic and most make it easier to understand. All borrowed graphics have a source citation on a separate index card. 
	All graphics relate to the topic. Most borrowed graphics have a source citation on a separate index. 
	Graphics do not relate to the topic OR several borrowed graphics do not have a source citation on a separate index card. 

	Labels 
2 x ____ = ____
	All items of importance on the poster are clearly labeled with labels that can be read from at least 3 ft. away. 
	Almost all items of importance on the poster are clearly labeled with labels that can be read from at least 3 ft. away. 
	Several items of importance on the poster are clearly labeled with labels that can be read from at least 3 ft. away. 
	Labels are too small to view OR no important items were labeled. 

	Required Elements 
2 x ____ = ____
	The poster includes all required elements as well as required information in German. 
	All required elements are included on the poster, but there is/are a mistake(s) in the German. 
	All but 1 of the required elements are included on the poster. 
	Several required elements were missing and the required German was not used. 

	Content - Accuracy 

2 x ____ = ____


	At least 7 accurate facts/items are displayed on the tombstone. 
	5-6 accurate facts are displayed on the tombstone. 
	3-4 accurate facts are displayed on the tombstone. 
	Less than 3 accurate facts are displayed on the tombstone. 

	Attractiveness 

3 x ____ = ____
	The tombstone is exceptionally attractive in terms of design, layout, and neatness. 
	The tombstone is attractive in terms of design, layout and neatness. 
	The tombstone is acceptably attractive though it may be a bit messy. 
	The tombstone is distractingly messy or very poorly designed. It is not attractive. 


Oral presentation (32 points)  Student 

	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Preparedness

2 x ____ = ____
	Student is completely prepared and has obviously rehearsed. 
	Student seems pretty prepared but might have needed a couple more rehearsals. 
	Student is somewhat prepared, but it is clear that rehearsal was lacking. 
	Student does not seem at all prepared to present. 

	Content 
2 x ____ = ____


	Student shows a full understanding of the topic. 
	Student shows a good understanding of the topic. 
	Student shows a good understanding of parts of the topic. 
	Student does not seem to understand the topic very well. 

	Enthusiasm 
1 x ____ = ____
	Facial expressions and body language generate a strong interest and enthusiasm about the topic in others. 
	Facial expressions and body language sometimes generate a strong interest and enthusiasm about the topic in others. 
	Facial expressions and body language are used to try to generate enthusiasm, but seem somewhat faked. 
	There is very little use of facial expressions or body language. Student did not generate much interest in topic being presented. 

	Speaks Clearly

2 x ____ = ____
	Student speaks clearly and distinctly all (100-95%) the time, and mispronounces no words. 
	Student speaks clearly and distinctly all (100-95%) the time, but mispronounces one word. 
	Student speaks clearly and distinctly most (94-85%) of the time. Mispronounces no more than one word. 
	Student often mumbles or cannot be understood OR mispronounces more than one word. 

	Props 
1 x ____ = ____
	Student uses the tombstone often and well, which make the presentation better. 
	Student uses the tombstone often, which makes the presentation better.
	Student uses the tombstone somewhat, which makes the presentation better.
	Student does not use the tombstone OR it detracts from the presentation. 


Quiz on the video (http://www-lib.iupui.edu/kade/g_quiz.html)

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 

Additional suggestions for the teacher:

1) Show film if possible. It is very informative.

2) Do not let students choose other names from lists on the Internet, unless you are sure that they are German-Americans.  A number of the names are second and third generation Americans.

3) Set up a time line with deadlines for students to finish.
4) This may be adapted to the intermediate and/or advanced level by requiring them to complete the assignments in German.
Written by: 

William Wurm
E-mail address: 

HerrWWurm@aol.com or wwurm@hanover.k12.va.us 
Schools:  


Lee-Davis High School, Stonewall Jackson & Oak Knoll Middle Schools

Virginia School Division: 
Hanover County Schools

