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INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITY TOPIC: School  - “Schultueten”

Target Language:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  French    FORMCHECKBOX 
 German     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Latin     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spanish
Target Level:       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Beginning

                    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Intermediate

                   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Advanced

SOL CORRELATION: 
English: 8.4, 8.5, 9.4, 9.6, 10.7, 10.8
History and Social Science:

Foreign Language:


Cultural Perspectives, Practices, and Products - GI.8, GII.7

Cultural and Linguistic Comparisons -  GI.10, GII.9


OBJECTIVES:

Students will examine the traditions associated with Schultueten.

Students (Level II) will create and assemble tradtitional “Schultueten” for Level I students.

Students will write a letter to their penpal explaining the German custom of Schultueten.

RESOURCES/MATERIALS:
Resources may include the following materials:


construction paper, scotch tape, scissors

markers, crayons, colored pencils

new pencils, pens, small erasers, candy, party favors

plastic cling wrap, 3x5 index cards, 5x8 index cards, hole punch, colored paper clips

Web sites: 

http://store.german-usa.com/Gifts/Schultuten_-_School_Cones/index.html
www.goethe.de
Note: If these sites become out of date, try searching for “Schultuete” or “Schulanfang”

PROCEDURE/IMPLEMENTATION: 
1. The teacher will introduce the custom of Schultueten to Level II students.  (A Schultuete is a large, decorated paper cone filled with school supplies, candies and trinkets that is given by parents to a child on his first day of school.  Students take their unopened Schultuete to school with them, have their picture taken, and then open them at school. Traditionally, parents will make smaller Geschwistertueten for any younger siblings on that day.)  The teacher may want to make a sample Schultuete to show the class.

2. Students will create and assemble Schultueten for beginning German students to welcome them to learning German.

3. The teacher should set up a small assembly line for the students to make the Schultueten., i.e., a long table or row of desks.

Directions for students:

STEP 1:  Cut out a pie shaped piece of construction paper (120º angle, 6”radius).  The teacher may want to make a couple of patterns for the students to cut out.

STEP 2:  Decorate one side of the construction paper. Things like “Alles Gute zum Schulanfang!” and “Deutsch ist toll!” and other common words or phrases are good.  Also little pictures or designs look wonderful.

STEP 3:  Roll the paper into a cone with the decoration on the outside and secure it with scotch tape.

STEP 4:  Fill the cone with wrapped goodies, a new pencil or pen, small erasers, or any other small treats.  (The teacher may purchase these treats or ask students to bring in specific things prior to the day of this lesson.)

STEP 5:  Wrap the cone with plastic wrap.  This may take some practice.  Pull out a rectangle of plastic wrap (slightly longer than it is wide).  Lay it out on a desk.  Lay the cone down on the plastic wrap with the point of the cone in the middle of the bottom edge of the plastic wrap.  Then wrap each bottom corner up around the cone.  Pull the plastic wrap up over the top of the cone and twist it together to seal the cone.

STEP 6: On half of an index card, write “Willkommen in Deutsch 1” on one side.  Have the student who made the cone write “Von (their name)” on the reverse.

STEP 7:  Punch a hole in the corner of the index card.  Run a small colored paperclip through the hole in the index card and then around the twisted plastic wrap at the top of the cone to seal it.

STEP 8:  Admire the cone and show it to the teacher for credit.

4. The students should place the completed Schultueten in a box for the beginning German class.

5. The German II students should design and write a postcard in German telling about the German custom of Schultueten.  They should use the larger 5x8” index cards and draw a Schultuete on one side and write their short note and a fictional address on the other side.

6. The teacher will collect the postcards from the Level II students.

7. The teacher or a selected group of students will present the beginning German students with  Schultueten and explain the tradition of Schultueten and let them enjoy their goodies. 

(This activity can also be used in a FLES program if high school students work with elementary students as part of foreign language club projects.)

ASSESSMENT: 
The assessments are the completed Schultuete and the postcard.

SCHULTUETE (30 points)

  Neatness:  10 points

  Creativity of Design:  10 points

  Followed Directions:  10 points

POSTKARTE (70 points)

  Colored Picture of Schultuete:  10 points

  Letter Format:  20 points

  Content:  30 points

  Grammar and Spelling:  10 points

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
I use this activity for the beginning of the year.  It is easy and can be setup before school begins.  It is fun for the students and helps them ease back into speaking German after the summer vacation. 

This activity has become a tradition now at my school and even some of my upper-level students have asked to make their Schultueten specifically for their younger sibling or friend who is beginning to learn German.  It is a great way to build your German program.

Written by:  


Kiri I. Johnson
E-mail address:  

fraujohnsonbphs@hotmail.com

School:  


Brooke Point High School

Virginia School Division: 
Stafford County Public Schools







