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INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITY TOPIC: “Courtroom Drama”
Target Language:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  French    FORMCHECKBOX 
 German     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Latin     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spanish
Target Level:       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Beginning

                    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Intermediate

                   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Advanced

SOL CORRELATION:
English: 8.1, 8.2, 8.5, 9.2, 9.4, 9.5, 9.6, 10.1, 10.2, 10.4, 10.6, 11.1, 11.2, 11.4, 11.6, 11.7, 12.1,  



12.2, 12.4, C/T 8.1- 8.4

History and Social Science:
WHI.6, WHII.10, WHII.11, VUS.10, VUS.11, VUS.12, VUS.13, VUS.14

Foreign Language:



Cultural Perspectives, Practices, and Products - LIV.3



Making Connections through Language - LIV.4



Cultural and Linguistic Comparisons - LIV.6



Communication across Communities - LIV.7



OBJECTIVES:

Students will demonstrate their understanding of the connections between the Latin language and modern legal terminology.

RESOURCES/MATERIALS:

Resources may include an English dictionary, legal dictionary (e.g., Black’s Law Dictionary), reference texts on Latin expressions used in English, Legal Latin: Teacher’s Guide available from the American Classical League, and Law and Life of Rome.

Web sites 

http://www.cc.co.winnebago.il.us/courtinfo_terms.asp?P=C
http://www.lawdictionaries.com/tabfive.htm
http://ancienthistory.about.com/cs/legalterminology
PROCEDURE/IMPLEMENTATION:
1. The teacher will review some of the basic similarities and differences between Roman law and modern American law through classroom discussion.

2. The teacher will provide the following legal maxims to the students:

· Ignorantia legis neminem excusat.

Ignorance of the law excuses no one.
· Caveat emptor.

Let the buyer beware.
· Res ipsa loquitur.

The matter speaks for itself.
· De minimis non curat lex.

The law does not care about trifles.
· Nemo est supra leges.

No one is above the law.
· Publicum bonum privato est praeferendum.

The public good ought to be preferred over private.
· 
Potior est conditio possidentis.

Possession is nine-tenths of the law.
· Qui tacet consentire videtur.

Silence is taken as consent.
· Qui facit per alium, facit per se.

He, who acts through another, acts by himself.
· Nemo debet bis vexari por una et eadem causa.

No one ought to be tried twice for the one and the same reason.
3. The teacher will divide the class into small groups and will give each group one maxim to create a short skit that illustrates the maxim.

4. The groups will be given 20-25 minutes to create a scenario and write a script that will be presented to the entire class. This skit should last 5-7 minutes.

5. Each group will take turns presenting its skit to the entire class during which time the other groups will determine which maxim is being enacted.

6. Each group should choose a scribe to record the maxim enacted by each group.

7. When all groups have presented their skits, the teacher should elicit responses from all groups and determine the accuracy of their answers.

ASSESSMENT:

After all groups have presented, each scribe will exchange his or her list with another group’s scribe to evaluate.

N.B.: The teacher may choose to award extra credit points, a free homework pass, or some other premium to the group(s) with the most correct answers.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:

The teacher may invite a lawyer or attorney to speak to students about the usefulness of a knowledge of Latin phrases in the legal profession.
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