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INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITY TOPIC: “Derivatives via Latin Texts”

Target Language:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  French    FORMCHECKBOX 
 German     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Latin     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spanish
Target Level:       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Beginning

                    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Intermediate

                   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Advanced

SOL CORRELATION:
English: 8.2, 8.4, 9.2, 9.4, 9.6, 9.8, 10.1, 10.7, 10.9, 10.10, 11.4, 12.4, C/T8.1- 8.4

History and Social Science:
WHI.6

Foreign Language:





Cultural and Linguistic Comparisons - LIV.6



Making Connections through Language - LIV.4
OBJECTIVES:

Students will increase their English vocabulary by comparing words in Latin and English and by applying the principles of word building and analysis.

RESOURCES/MATERIALS:

Resources may include textbooks, dictionaries, Internet, and other sources with English words derived from Latin (e.g., periodicals, vocabulary workbooks, etc.).

Web sites 

http://www.classicsunveiled.com/romevd/html/derivmain.html
http://latintutor.com/derivatives.htm
http://www.vocabularygenerator.com/etymologywords.html
http://www.southampton.liunet.edu/academic/pau/course/webesl.htm
PROCEDURE/IMPLEMENTATION:
1. The teacher will distribute a copy of the initial lines of any Latin primary source text.

2. The teacher will elicit from the students those Latin words whose forms provide clues to English derivatives.  Sample Question: “Looking at the passage word by word, do you see any Latin words that remind you of or look like any English words?”

3. The students will provide at least two derivatives for each Latin word chosen during the class discussion.

4. The students will explain the relationship between the derivative and its root meaning.

5. The teacher will tell the students that throughout the year they may have an assessment similar in nature to this exercise.

ASSESSMENT:

The teacher will select a passage from a Latin primary source text. The passage may come from currently studied or previously seen material.

For this assessment, the teacher will provide only the Latin primary source text to the students with directions about the number of Latin words to choose in order to form derivatives and to write definitions which incorporate the meaning of the original Latin word.

Arma virumque cano, Troiae qui primus ab oris

Italiam fato profugus Laviniaque venit

Litora, multum ille et terris iactatus ob iram

1. arma
a) arms – weapons 

b) armor – gear to defend against weapons

2. virum
a) virile – manly 

b) virility – manliness

The teacher may score this assessment in any manner consistent with class policy, e.g., one point per Latin word identified, two points per derivative, and three points per definition showing the relationship.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:

The teacher may assess students with this tool as often as needed, e.g., once per week or once per 25 lines.
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