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INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITY TOPIC: “Legal Eagles”
Target Language:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  French    FORMCHECKBOX 
 German     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Latin     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spanish
Target Level:       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Beginning

                    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Intermediate

                   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Advanced

SOL CORRELATION:
English: 8.1, 8.2, 8.5, 9.2, 9.4, 9.5, 9.6, 10.1, 10.2, 10.4, 10.6, 11.1, 11.2, 11.4, 11.6, 11.7, 12.1, 12.2, 12.4, C/T 8.1- 8.4

History and Social Science:
WHI.6, WHII.10, WHII.11, VUS.10, VUS.11, VUS.12, VUS.13, VUS.14

Foreign Language:



Cultural Perspectives, Practices, and Products - LIII.3



Making Connections through Language - LIII.4



Cultural and Linguistic Comparisons - LIII.6



Communication across Communities - LIII.7



OBJECTIVES:

Students will demonstrate a broader knowledge of the connections between the Latin language and modern legal terminology.

RESOURCES/MATERIALS:

Resources may include an English dictionary, legal dictionary (e.g., Black’s Law Dictionary), reference texts on Latin expressions used in English, Legal Latin: Teacher’s Guide available from the American Classical League, and Law and Life of Rome.

Web sites 

http://www.cc.co.winnebago.il.us/courtinfo_terms.asp?P=C
http://www.lawdictionaries.com/tabfive.htm
http://ancienthistory.about.com/cs/legalterminology
PROCEDURE/IMPLEMENTATION:
1. The teacher will introduce a brief overview of some of the similarities and differences between Roman law and modern American law (refer to Legal Latin: Teacher’s Guide).

2. The teacher will provide the following terms to the students:

· amicus curiae

· bona fide

· corpus delicti

· de facto

· de iure (jure)

· ex post facto

· habeas corpus

· in flagrante delecto

· in loco parentis

· mala fide

· malum in se (malum prohibitum)

· noli contendere

· non compos mentis

· onus prbandi

· prima facie

· sub poena

3. The students will locate and write each of the given terms by using numerous resources available.

4. The students will construct a well-written sentence for each of the given terms that demonstrate their knowledge of the correct use of the term.

ASSESSMENT:

The teacher may choose any of the following ways in which to assess the students’ knowledge of the meanings of the given terms: an oral quiz, a matching exercise, a fill-in-the-blank exercise, or phrase in context exercise.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:

The teacher may invite a lawyer or attorney to speak to students about the usefulness of a knowledge of Latin phrases in the legal profession.
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