VA FL Instructional Activity Template/2003


INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITY TOPIC:  “Getting to Know YOU”
Target Language:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  French    FORMCHECKBOX 
 German     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Latin     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spanish
Target Level:       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Beginning

                    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Intermediate

                   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Advanced

SOL CORRELATION: (Note the Virginia Standards of Learning [SOL] addressed in this activity.)
Foreign Language:


Person-to-Person Communication - SI.1, SI.2



Listening and Reading for Understanding - SI.3, SI.4



Oral and Written Presentation - SI.5



Cultural Perspectives, Practices, and Products - SI.7, SI.8




Cultural and Linguistic Comparisons - SI.10, SI.11

OBJECTIVES:


Students will differentiate between the formal and the informal you (tú and Usted).

Students will practice the use of both forms orally with questions. 
RESOURCES/MATERIALS: 
Neckties for at least half the students in the class, in a variety of colors and patterns.

Web sites 

PROCEDURE/IMPLEMENTATION: 
1. The teacher will demonstrate the difference between tú and Ud. by using two students to model the activity:  one will wear a necktie and one will not.  

2. The teacher will converse using well-known phrases such as ¿Cómo estás tú?  Or ¿Cómo está Ud.?  The student with the tie will be addressed as Ud, and the student without will be addressed as tú.  The teacher could address the student with the tie by last name, such as Sr/Sra. The student to be addressed as tú will be called by their first name (usually their Spanish name).

3. Once students understand the models, the class will practice the tú/Ud concept using the Inside-Outside circle and the directions that follow. 

4. The teacher will divide the class into two groups, making two circles, one inside the other, with students facing each other. **This activity will only work if there is an even number of students!
5. The teacher will distribute the ties randomly among students in both circles.  
6. The teacher will give the students a script of questions (may keep it on the board) used to get to know one another such as ¿Cómo está/estás?  ¿De dónde eres/es?  ¿Cuántos años tienes/tiene?  ¿Cómo eres/es?  ¿Cómo te llamas/se llama?  ¿Eres puertorriqueño/es Ud. de Panamá?  ¿Hablas/habla español?  ¿Tienes/tiene 20 años?  ¿Practicas/practica deportes?  ¿Te gusta/le gusta béisbol?  ¿Puedes/puede ir al cine conmigo?  ¿Debes/debe comer frutas y verduras?  ¿Tienes que/tiene que ayudar en casa?  etc.
7. Each student will get the opportunity to ask and answer questions several times (until the teacher feels that students have mastered the concept).  All answers will be in the yo form.  The students will address each other as tú or Ud. based on the presence or absence of a tie.  When the teacher claps, whistles, or signals, students begin to ask and answer questions.  After a sufficient period of time (approximately 2 minutes), the teacher stops the action.  

8. Both circles move one person to the right, which means that each student will have a new partner.  The new pair is given another 2 minutes to ask and answer questions, then the teacher instructs the students to move again around the circle.  This procedure continues until the teacher stops the activity.

ASSESSMENT: 
Teacher remains in one place outside the circle, evaluating students using the rubric included with this activity. Evaluation will be the teacher’s observation of the students’ use of tú and Ud. forms.  The teacher can evaluate half the students, or specific students in the class.  The entire class does not need to be evaluated on the same day; the activity can be continued during another class period.  

The teacher may also ask the students to complete a self-evaluation describing what they learned that day.

Sample Rubric 

	
	1 point
	3 points
	5 points

	Use of tú form in questions
	Questions contain many errors
	Some inaccuracies in the use of pronouns and verbs
	Correct and consistent use of all pronouns and verbs

	Use of Ud. form in questions
	Questions contain many errors
	Some inaccuracies in the use of pronouns and verbs
	Correct and consistent use of all pronouns and verbs

	Correct answers to questions
	Answers contain many errors
	Some inaccuracies in the use of pronouns and verbs
	Correct and consistent use of pronouns and verbs with all answers


ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
This activity is an effective way of getting students out of their seats and interacting with each other.   

This activity can be expanded and may lead to a written activity such as a dialogue. 

The teacher could split questions and answers among the class, and students can find their paired person.

This activity can be used for higher levels when practicing any new verb tense or thematically related oral practice.
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