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INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITY TOPIC: Los Animalitos del Mundo Hispano

Target Language:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  French    FORMCHECKBOX 
 German     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Latin     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spanish
Target Level:       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Beginning

                    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Intermediate

                   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Advanced

SOL CORRELATION: (Note the Virginia Standards of Learning [SOL] addressed in this activity.)
English: 8.5, 8.5, 9.6, 10.7, 10.8, 10.9, 10.10
History and Social Science:  WH11.1, WG.1, WG.2, WG.3

Foreign Language:


            Cultural Perspectives, Practices, and Products - SI.8,


            Making Connections through Language - SI.9,  SI.9

            Person-to-Person Communication - SI.1, SI.2,  SII.1,  SII.2

            Oral and Written Presentation - SI.5,  SII.5

            Cultural Perspectives, Practices, and Products - SI.7, SI.8, SII.7

            Making Connections through Language - SI.9, SII.8

            Communication across Communities - SI.12, SII.11

OBJECTIVES:

Students will acquire and arrange geographical information to write at least 3 paragraphs in Spanish about an animal inhabitant of a Spanish speaking country.  

Students will include characterization of the regional climate or weather by using level-appropriate weather expressions and vocabulary.  

Students will submit an illustration of their animalito in its habitat, neatly colored and creatively placed on same sheet where paragraph is written.

RESOURCES/MATERIALS:

Resources may include Internet, research material in school and neighborhood libraries and Spanish vocabulary generated from classroom discussions

Web sites 

http://www.oaxaca.gob.mx/sedetur
http://www.oaxaca-travel.com/guide
http://www.questconnect.org/Oaxaca_Mexico.htm
http://www.aug.edu/langlitcom/mexico/
http://www.patagonia-argentina.com/i/content/fauna.htm
PROCEDURE/IMPLEMENTATION: 

1. Students will brainstorm information about the following:

a. names of different animals that inhabit Spanish-speaking countries.

b. location on map or globe the country of origin

c. weather/climate of country

d. animals and their characteristics

2. Teacher selects one animal as example to demonstrate appropriate-level Spanish vocabulary.  The chart includes the following categories: 

a. animal name 

b. characteristics of the animal

c. country of origin 

d. climate/weather expressions / descriptions

3. Students select one animal, conduct research and gather information to produce minimum requirements.

4. Using minimum requirements for paragraph as guide, students will write and submit rough draft for peer editing.

5. Students must have at least 2 students who proofread, edit, offer constructive comments and sign rough draft.

6. Students will illustrate the animal in its habitat.

ASSESSMENT

Minimum requirements:

1.  Title of paragraph 5 pts.
2. Three paragraphs written in Spanish. 30 points (10 pts. each):

a) an introductory paragraph to identify animal, country of origin, weather or climate of  country

b) three descriptions about the animalito: where it lives/its habitat (i.e. ocean, city, forest, ground), what it eats, what it looks like (size, color, arms, legs, feathers, etc.)

c) a closing paragraph of three sentences:  i.e., an interesting fact, unusual behavior, why student chose this animal.

3.   Content (contains required information) 15 pts.
4. Grammar (verb forms, adjective agreement, sentence structure) 15 pts.
5. Vocabulary (appropriate to language level) 15 pts.

6. Sentence formation (varied to create reader interest) 10 pts.
7. Illustration (neatly colored, includes habitat) 10 pts.
Total:  100 points

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
This activity works well with a unit on Oaxaca, Mexico and its artesanía.   

Optional culminating art activity:  Students will sculpt their animal out of clay.  After drying, the clay will be fired in a kiln and students will paint their animalito.  The art department at your school may be a great resource for the follow up clay project.  Contact them at least 1 month in advance to order clay in bulk.  (2 to 3 inch cube per student)  You may request that the art department fire the clay figures in the kiln after they have dried.  

This activity and the culminating art project is adaptable to other languages:  French–Santons, Latin–Mythological Monsters, German-steins, ASL hands.
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