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INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITY TOPIC:  "Spanish Speaking Countries of Central America and the Caribbean"

Target Language:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  French    FORMCHECKBOX 
 German     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Latin     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spanish
Target Level:       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Beginning

                    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Intermediate

                   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Advanced

SOL CORRELATION: (Note the Virginia Standards of Learning [SOL] addressed in this activity.)

English:  9.6, 9.8

History and Social Science:
WG.1, WG.4

Foreign Language:





Oral/Written Presentation - SI.5, SI.6, SII.5



Cultural Perspectives, Practices, and Products - SI.7, SI.8, SII.7



Making Connections through Language - SI.9, SII.9

OBJECTIVES:


Students will investigate the Spanish-speaking countries of Central America or the Caribbean.

Students will demonstrate their understanding through a PowerPoint presentation.

RESOURCES/MATERIALS: 

Resources may include textbooks, the school or public library, the Internet and other electronic resources.

Web sites 


http://www.worldatlas.com/aatlas/namerica/ctrmaps/ctrlamer.htm
http://travel.roughguides.com/caribbean.html
http://www.mapquest.com/atlas/?region
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/destinations/
http://www.latinworld.com/regions/index.html
http://encarta.msn.com/find/Concise.asp?ti=05A0D000
http://encarta.msn.com/find/Lists.asp?ID=5525835
PROCEDURE/IMPLEMENTATION: 
1. The teacher will assign students to groups of 2 or 3.

2. The teacher will assign each group one of the nine Spanish-speaking countries of Central America or the Caribbean.  

3. Each group will research the assigned country and create a PowerPoint presentation of at least 10 slides that includes the following:

a. location

b. historical facts (at least 3)

c. type of government

d. education

e. population

f. famous people (at least 1)

g. climate

h. exports

i. culture (discuss clothing, holidays, traditions, etc.)

j. interesting facts (at least 1)

4. Students may complete the slides in English.

5. Group members will divide the topics equally. Each group member will submit research notes with all sources cited to the teacher at the conclusion of the assignment. Some class time should be given for research time for those students who do not have Internet access at home.

6. Groups will plan the presentations on paper when all research is complete before constructing the PowerPoint presentation.

7. Students will create the presentations that may be completed during a scheduled lab or class time.  
8. Groups will share the presentations with the class.
ASSESSMENT: 
The following rubric may be used for evaluation.  


Excellent

(4)
Good

(3)
Satisfactory

(2)
Needs Improvement

(1)



Content
Includes all 10 required topics
Includes most required topics (7-9)
Includes some required topics   (4-6)
Includes few required topics (0-3)

Presentation
Maintains consistent eye contact; speaks clearly at all times; creates interest by showing enthusiasm 
Maintains eye contact; speaks clearly most of the time; shows enthusiasm
Maintains some eye contact; speaks clearly some of the time; shows some enthusiasm
Maintains little eye contact; rarely speaks clearly; shows little enthusiasm

Slides
10 slides; easily read and understood
 7-9 slides; some difficulty in reading and understanding
4-6 slides; often difficult to read and understand
0-3 slides; difficult to read and understand

Group participation
All group members submit research notes; all group members participated in presentation; all sources cited
All group members submit research notes; most group members participated in presentation; most sources cited 
Some group members submit research notes; some group members participated in presentation; some sources cited
No group members submit research notes; some group members shared a presentation; no sources cited

Total possible points (16):     _______(points earned)   x  6.25 = _____________(grade)

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
Due to the fact that many students do not have access to research materials or PowerPoint outside of school, the project would work best if some class time were given for research and computer lab time for preparation of the slides.
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