                                                                                                                           VA FL Instructional Activity Template/2002


INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITY TOPIC:  Spanish Speaking Countries:  A Cultural and Historical Tour 

Target Language:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  French    FORMCHECKBOX 
 German     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Latin     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spanish
Target Level:       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Beginning

                    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Intermediate

                   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Advanced

SOL CORRELATION: (Note the Virginia Standards of Learning [SOL] addressed in this activity.)

English:  7.6,  7.10,  9.4,  9.8

History and Social Science:  WG.2,  WG.3,  WG.4,  WG.5,  WG.7,  WG.8,  WG.9, WHI.11,  WHII.6

Foreign Language:



Cultural Perspectives, Practices and Products - SI.7,  SI.8



Making Connections through Language - SI.9



OBJECTIVES:

Students will use Internet resources to access a large data bank of information on an assigned Spanish speaking country.

Students will provide answers to questions on a worksheet.  These questions will be cultural, historical, geographical, economical, or environmental in nature.

RESOURCES/MATERIALS: 
Web sites 

http://www.bighorn1.org/teachers/rolson/countries.htm#embassies  (then follow the directions given in Procedure/Implementation below.)

PROCEDURE/IMPLEMENTATION: 
1. The teacher should decide which countries he or she wishes to assign, and complete an answer 

       key for each country that will be assigned to a student.

2.  Teachers should assign each student a country to study.

3.  Students will access the information on the Internet as explained in the copy of the worksheet included with this activity

4.  When the appropriate information is found, the student will answer the questions or provide the

      information requested in the worksheet.
Name: 








Date: 





Internet Searches: Spanish Speaking Countries

Today, you are going to become an expert on a Spanish speaking country!  Please go to  http://www.bighorn1.org/teachers/rolson/countries.htm#embassies .  This page will be titled  “Country Embassies and Home Pages”.  Here you will find a list of Spanish speaking countries.  Click on your assigned country.  When that page appears, find the link for Country Profile (it is usually located under the picture) and click on it.  When this page appears, please print a copy of it and KEEP THAT PAGE ACTIVE on your computer as you will need to click on other things there in order to complete the worksheet that you have been assigned.  When you have your printed page, please answer the questions below.   Periodically, you will be asked to open additional pages by clicking on the more button that you will find.  Please print each additional page as you open it;  when you have completed the worksheet, you will have a very informative portfolio of your assigned country.

 At the end of the period, please turn in your work AND the pages you printed out.  (NOTE: if there are problems in printing the pages from any of the computers, please do not worry about it.  You may complete the worksheet with the information displayed on your computer screen.  However, if you are unable to print from your station, you should ask another student to print the pages from the computer he or she is using.)

NAME OF COUNTRY: _____________________

1. In what region is this country located? __________________________________

2. Describe its climate.   ________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________

3. What languages are spoken there?  _____________________________________

4. What is the monetary unit of this country?  _______________________________

5.  What is the most important holiday and when is it?  ________________________


___________________________________________________________________

6.  With what countries does it share borders?  _______________________________


___________________________________________________________________

7. Describe the ethnic makeup of the people of this country.  ___________________

   
___________________________________________________________________

8. What religions are practiced in this country?  _____________________________

  
 ___________________________________________________________________

9. What are the largest cities in this country?  _______________________________

   
 ___________________________________________________________________

10. Under “People”, click on more and answer the following questions:

a)  What is the average life expectancy there?  Is it different for males and females?  How is it different?  ______________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

b) What is the infant mortality rate?  ___________________________________

c)   What is the literacy rate?  Does it vary for males and females?  How does it vary?   ___________________________________________________________________

11.   Under “History”, click on more and list five important historical events :

a)________________________________________________________________

b)________________________________________________________________

c)________________________________________________________________

d)________________________________________________________________

e)________________________________________________________________

12.  Under “Economy”, click on more and answer the following questions:

a) What is the rate of unemployment?  __________________________________

b) What is the rate of inflation?  _______________________________________

13. Is agriculture important in this country?  _______  Click on more (still under "Economy") and name at least the five most important crops 

a)________________________________________________________________

b)________________________________________________________________

c)________________________________________________________________

d)________________________________________________________________

e)________________________________________________________________

14.  Does this country import or export energy?  ________________________   Click on more (still under "Economy") and name the three greatest energy imports or exports: 

a)________________________________________________________________

b)________________________________________________________________

c)________________________________________________________________

15.  What minerals or metals does this country produce?  Click on more (still under "Economy") 

       and list three minerals or metals produced:        

a)________________________________________________________________

b)________________________________________________________________

c)________________________________________________________________

16.  Click on more under  “Environment”.   What are five major environmental issues in this 

       country?

a)________________________________________________________________

b)________________________________________________________________

c)________________________________________________________________

d)________________________________________________________________

e)________________________________________________________________
ASSESSMENT:  

This activity may be graded for accuracy, using the suggest point values below:

•10 points:  student provides teacher with a printout of requested pages

•50 points:  the answers given are correct  (Note:  a question like #16 would be worth 5 points, because five facts are requested. Questions 2,3,5,7,8 and 9 are worth two points, because more than one piece of information needs to be supplied, but the number of answers required are not consistent between countries.  Question number three is worth three points.)

If a rubric is desired, either of the two following sites are good sites for the construction of rubrics:


http://landmark-project.com/classweb/tools/rubric_builder.php3

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:  

This activity, as presented above, can be completed in one class period if on a block schedule with 90 minute classes.  If class periods are shorter, you should either allow two days to complete the activity, or eliminate some of the questions.

Since there will be a lot of information given in a completed worksheet, the teacher will need to complete a key for each country assigned.  Therefore, when assigning the countries to the students, you may wish to limit the number of countries assigned.  Also, in a few cases,  all the information requested may not be available for all countries (for example, no data may be available for unemployment rates, or only four agricultural crops may be mentioned.)

An excellent way to add a  higher level component to this project is as follows:  Before students are assigned their specific Spanish speaking country, all students should complete the worksheet for the United States.  (This is most easily accessed by using the drop-down menu on any of the Country Profile pages, choosing " United States" and then following the same directions as for one of the Spanish speaking countries.)  In this way, the students have a vivid idea of how their country compares with countries in the Spanish speaking world.  Follow up activities may include a debate, a chart of comparisons, etc.
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