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INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITY TOPIC: "The Mayas"

Target Language:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  French    FORMCHECKBOX 
 German     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Latin     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Spanish
Target Level:       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Beginning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Intermediate

                   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Advanced

SOL C
ORRELATION:

English:  9.2, 9.4, 9.6

History and Social Science:  WHI.1, WHI.10, WHI.11, WG.1, WG.3, WG.9

Foreign Language:

Making Connections through Language - SIII.7

Cultural and Linguistic Comparisons - SIII.8

Oral and Written Presentation - SIII.4, SIII.5

Listening and Reading for Understanding - SIII.3

Computer/Technology: C/T8.1. C/T8.2, C/T8.3, C/T8.4
OBJECTIVES:

Students will research the Mayas and present a report in Spanish (both orally and in writing) using a variety of sources.  The written report will describe the collapse of the Mayan Empire.

Students will read culturally authentic materials in order to demonstrate comprehension of main ideas and sensitivity to cultural differences.

RESOURCES/MATERIALS:  

Resources may include textbooks, dictionaries, and other supporting visuals.

Web sites 

http://www.hanksville.net/yucatan/mayacal.html
http://hermetic.magnet.ch/index.html
http://www.brittanica.com/
http://www.hilson.org/writings/mayan.htm
http://www.artemaya.com/
PROCEDURE/IMPLEMENTATION:  

1. Students will work in groups of 4 or 5.  The teacher will assign the topics. All members are expected to contribute equally to the group.

2. Each group will prepare an 8 to10 minute presentation in Spanish for the class.  The group will teach the class the aspect of Mayan civilization and culture covered in the assigned topic.  No two groups will research the same topic.  All students must participate during the presentation. 

3. Each group will have a visual aid to accompany the presentation. The visual will be related to the assigned topic and will illustrate the assigned aspect of Mayan culture. The visual will become part of a large mural that will illustrate each of the assigned topics.  Each group will be assigned a section of the mural on which to display the poster. 

4. Each student will write in Spanish an account of the collapse of the Maya Empire based on research using suggested resources. The report will contain 100–125 words.

Suggested topics for student presentations:

a. History 

An overview of Maya origins: the pre-classic, classic, post-classic

Where do today’s Mayas live?  

What is happening now with these descendants? 

Who is Rigoberta Menchú?  

What were some of the causes and results of the civil war in Guatemala?  

b. Government 

Everyday life:  

What foods did they eat?  

What did they wear?  

What was their family life like?  

What did their homes look like? 

Describe their encounters with other tribes.  

What sort of government was there?

c. Science and Math 

Mayan numerical system and calendar:

Discuss beliefs about the uses of astronomy.

d. Religion

Role of priests:  

Describe Mayan ceremonies, gods, sacrifices, and worship.

e. Art

Mayan art:

What type of art did the Mayas create (e.g., architecture, painting, drawing, sculpture, pottery)?   

Explain their artistic themes. 

What mediums did they use? 

f. Cities and Writing

Features of the Mayan cities and writing systems:

Where were they? 

What did they look like?  

Are there still cities on the same sites?  

How did they write? 

ASSESSMENT:  

The final score for the student is based both on the assessment of the oral presentation and the written report.  Rubrics for both follow:

Rubrics for the Oral Presentation and Written Report

	Written report
	Excellent 

4 points
	Good

3 points
	Satisfactory 

2 points
	Needs Improvement

1 point



	Content
	Shows a full understanding of the topic
	Shows a good understanding of the topic
	Shows a good understanding of parts of the topic
	Does not seem to understand the topic very well

	Evidence of

Research

Points earned

_____
	Information clearly relates to the main topic and includes several supporting details.  Information is very organized.
	Information clearly relates to the main topic and includes 1-2 supporting details.  Information is organized.
	Information clearly relates to the main topic.  No details are given.  Information is organized.
	Information has little or nothing to do with the main topic.  The information appears to be disorganized.

	Proper use of

Spanish language

Points earned

_____
	No or few grammatical or spelling errors are evident; appropriate vocabulary is used.
	Few and minor grammatical or spelling errors are evident; appropriate vocabulary is used.
	Many grammatical or spelling errors are evident;  vocabulary is not appropriate for the level.
	Major grammatical and spelling errors are evident;  vocabulary is not appropriate for the level.


	Oral Presentation
	Excellent (4)
	Good  (3)
	Satisfactory (2)
	Needs Improvement (1)

	Poster

Points earned

_____
	Is visually appealing;

use of 4 colors, historically accurate; few or no spelling errors; neat and legible; greatly enhances presentation
	Is visually appealing, use of 3 colors; a few historical inaccuracies; no spelling errors; mostly neat and legible; enhances presentation


	Is visually interesting; use of 2 colors; several historical inaccuracies; a few spelling errors; difficult to read; does not add to presentation
	Is uninteresting; one color; no historical accuracy; several spelling errors; illegible; detracts from presentation

	Presentation

Points earned

_____
	Maintains consistent eye contact; speaks clearly at all times; creates interest by showing enthusiasm 
	Maintains eye contact; speaks clearly most of the time; shows enthusiasm
	Maintains some eye contact; speaks clearly some of the time; shows some enthusiasm
	Maintains little eye contact; rarely speaks clearly; shows little enthusiasm

	Content

Points earned

_____
	Shows a full understanding of the topic and includes all requirements
	Shows a good understanding of the topic and includes most requirements
	Shows a good understanding of parts of the topic and includes some requirements
	Does not seem to understand the topic very well and includes few of the requirements


Total points possible (24 points in rubric):   _______ (points earned)   x  4.17 = ______ (final score)
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 
Several specific resources which can help students in the creation of this project are:
Spanish for Mastery 3 pp. 84-89 Story "El Arco de Balam Acab"

Somos Asi 3 pp. 147-149 "El Eclipse"

Videos:   "Cities of the Ancient Mayas"


    "The Maya Temple Tombs and Time"


    "Maya"  National Geographic Society

This lesson may be extended by requiring readings about the Mayan civilization, present-day Mayas.  The lesson may also be limited by requiring only the poster, or the oral report, or the written report.
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