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Problem Statement

Project PROMISE

Life Science Curriculum

Third Grade

Lesson #:  
Lesson Title:

Authors: 
Lesson Length:  
Instructional Objectives:

Materials and Handouts:

	Instructions for the Teacher:


2.


	Notes:

	Questions to Pose:


	Notes:

	Opportunities for Differentiation:


	Notes:


Assessment/Evaluation:
Special Notes to the Teacher:

Correlation to textbook: (optional, depending on lesson)
Correlation to Virginia Science Standards of Learning:  
National Science Education Content Standard: 


Resources:

Curriculum Debriefing Log

Project PROMISE
 2007-2008

Teacher ________________________________   Grade Level _____________________

Lesson # and Title ________________________________________________________

Using your curriculum notebook, please review the lessons you taught (please note those that were skipped or substantially changed).

Please answer the following questions for each lesson, citing specific examples whenever possible.

a) What was the most successful element of this lesson?

b) What was the least successful element of this lesson?

c) What adaptations did you have to make in order to use this lesson with your students?

d) Was the focus on problem-based learning successful with your students?  Why or why not?

e) What additional information do you need as a teacher in order to successfully teach this lesson?

f) What other information would have been helpful for your students?

g) If you were to rate this lesson on a scale from 1-5 (1=highly successful, 5=least successful), where would it fall?

What other overall comments on the lesson, unit, curriculum, resources or materials provided do you have?

Curriculum Implementation Log

Project PROMISE 2007-2008

School: __________    Grade Level: _____  Teacher: ________________

Check one:   Life Science___    Earth Science____   Physical Science____

Please take a few minutes and rate the efficacy of each lesson for the following lessons you have taught, according to the following rubric (( one for each lesson).


3


2



1


N/A

The lesson worked
    The lesson worked

The lesson

I did not 

well for my students
    well in part for my

was ineffective
teach this 

and me                            students and me




lesson

	Lesson #
	Title of Lesson
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OTHER COMMENTS:
If you changed or adapted a lesson to make it more usable, please note that on the back of this paper!

Teacher Focus Group Questions
Project PROMISE
Year ____________

	No.
	Focus Group Question
	Teacher Response

	1.
	What are your overall perceptions about Project PROMISE?

	

	2.
	What are your perceptions of the characteristics and behaviors of young high ability students?


	

	3.
	Because of your involvement in Project PROMISE, have your perceptions and attitudes changed with regard to the characteristics and behaviors of young high ability students?  Please elaborate.
	

	4.
	Because of your involvement in Project PROMISE, were you able to identify talent in students that may have been overlooked in the past?  Please explain.


	

	5.
	Because of your involvement in Project PROMISE, what have you learned about the effectiveness of professional development sessions?


	

	6.
	Because of your involvement in Project PROMISE, what have you learned about yourself as a professional?


	

	7.
	How effective have professional development opportunities been for you with regard to high ability learners?  What opportunities would you like to see in place?


	

	8.
	Please feel free to add any additional comments that may have been overlooked in the focus group questions.


	


Professional Development Evaluation Form

Project PROMISE
    Date:

	Pl  Please rate the institute on the following features using the scale below:

 1. 1.Poor

2. Fair

3. Average
  
4. Good
  
5. Excellent


Curriculum writing team work session 


1
2
3
4
5 

Opportunity to debrief and reflect on implementation
1
2
3
4 
5 

Effectiveness of presenter(s)




1
2
3
4
5

Interchange between presenter and audience

1
2
3
4
5 

tc \l1 "Learning opportunities provided by workshop

1
2
3
4
5 

Usefulness of handout materials



1
2
3
4
5 

tc \l2 "Institute facilities





1
2
3
4
5 

Food and beverage services




1
2
3
4
5 
Organization of institute




1
2
3
4
5 
Overall rating for the institute



1
2
3
4
5 

Turn the page over

Please respond to the following questions

What did you feel were the most beneficial aspects of the institute for your professional development?

What would you recommend as areas for improvement of the institute?

On what topics related to Project PROMISE would you like more professional development?

Additional Comments:

Project PROMISE

Hands-On Science

Parent Evaluation Form

To the parent:  After talking to your child, please complete this questionnaire.  This information will help us in the evaluation of Project PROMISE.  

Please return this form to your child’s teacher.

Circle the grade level of your child:      K
 1
2
3

Directions:  For each question, please circle your response:

1. My child has discussed Project PROMISE science activities with me.

	Always
	Often
	Sometimes
	Seldom
	Never
	Not sure


2. My child seems enthusiastic about doing Project PROMISE science activities.

	Always
	Often
	Sometimes
	Seldom
	Never
	Not sure


3. My child’s thinking and reasoning skills improved.  My child asked good questions about Project PROMISE science activities or projects.

	Always
	Often
	Sometimes
	Seldom
	Never
	Not sure


4. My child has shown a new interest in science or science activities at home as a result of Project PROMISE activities.

	Always
	Often
	Sometimes
	Seldom
	Never
	Not sure


5. My child has shown growth in understanding and knowledge about science as a result of Project PROMISE activities.

	Always
	Often
	Sometimes
	Seldom
	Never
	Not sure


6. My child has shown growth in other academic areas as a result of Project PROMISE science activities (reading skills, writing skills, vocabulary).

	Always
	Often
	Sometimes
	Seldom
	Never
	Not sure


7. My child has learned about solving problems as a result of Project PROMISE science activities.

	Always
	Often
	Sometimes
	Seldom
	Never
	Not sure


Suggestions or comments: __________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank You!
Project PROMISE  (Ciencia práctica de mano)
Formulario de evaluación para los padres

Al padre:  Después de hablar con su hijo, complete este cuestionario.  Esta información nos ayudará en la evaluación del Proyecto PROMISE.  

Devuele este formulario al maestro de su hijo.

Trace un círculo del nivel de grado de su hijo:      K
    1     2     3

Instrucciones:  Para cada pregunta, trace un círculo de su respuesta.

1. Mi hijo me ha hablado sobre las actividades de ciencia (Project PROMISE).

	Siempre
	A menudo
	A veces
	Rara vez
	Nunca
	No estoy seguro(a).


2. Mi hijo parece entusiástico acerca de hacer actividades de ciencia (Project PROMISE).

	Siempre
	A menudo
	A veces
	Rara vez
	Nunca
	No estoy seguro(a).


3. Mi hijo demostró habilidades fenomenales de pensar y razonar, o les hizo buenas preguntas acerca de las actividades o proyectos científicos (Project PROMISE).

	Siempre
	A menudo
	A veces
	Rara vez
	Nunca
	No estoy seguro(a).


4. Mi hijo ha demostrado un interés nuevo en las ciencias o en actividades científicas caseras como resultado de las actividades del Project PROMISE.

	Siempre
	A menudo
	A veces
	Rara vez
	Nunca
	No estoy seguro(a).


5. Mi hijo ha demostrado desarrollo y aumento en entendimiento y conocimiento acerca de las ciencias como resultado de las actividades del Project PROMISE.

	Siempre
	A menudo
	A veces
	Rara vez
	Nunca
	No estoy seguro(a).


6. Mi hijo ha demostrado desarrollo y aumento en otros áreas académicas como resultado de las actividades científicas del Project PROMISE (habilidades de leer y esccribir, vocabulario).

	Siempre
	A menudo
	A veces
	Rara vez
	Nunca
	No estoy seguro(a).


7. Mi hijo ha aprendido acerca de resolver problemas como resultado de las actividades científicas del Project PROMISE.

	Siempre
	A menudo
	A veces
	Rara vez
	Nunca
	No estoy seguro(a).


Sugerencias o comentarios: _________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________

¡Gracias!
Project PROMISE

Rubric for Evaluation of Student Products/Progress

Student Name ________________________________________            Evaluator(s)    ________________________________________

	1. Dates observed
	                                                                                                         

	
	NA
	Unclear presentation of an idea
	Clear presentation of an idea
	Unusual creativity in presentation of an idea

	2.  Dates observed
	

	
	NA
	Work below age or grade level expectations
	Work meets age or grade level expectations
	Work advanced beyond age or grade level expectations

	3.  Dates observed
	                                                                                     

	
	NA
	Minimal detail in presentation of idea
	Competent use of detail in presentation of idea
	Complex or intricate presentation of an idea

	4.  Dates observed
	
                                                                                                      

	
	NA
	Minimal use of materials available
	Competent use of materials available
	Resourceful or clever use of materials available

	5.  Dates observed
	                                                                  

	
	NA
	Organization does not contribute to communication of ideas
	Organization is somewhat effective in communicating ideas
	Organized to communicate effectively

	6.  Dates observed
	                                                                                                                     

	
	NA
	Minimal evidence of interest or  perseverance 
	Evidence of sufficient interest or perseverance
	Evidence of high interest or perseverance

	7.  Dates observed
	

	
	NA
	Minimal evidence of support of research for the idea
	Some evidence of support of research for the idea
	Strong evidence of support of research/prior knowledge for the idea

	8.  Dates observed
	

	
	NA
	Minimal understanding of the problem or idea
	Competent understanding of the problem or idea
	In-depth understanding of the problem or idea

	9.  Dates observed
	


	
	NA
	Minimal evidence of originality, divergent thinking
	Some evidence of originality, divergent thinking
	Strong evidence of originality, divergent thinking


Product Information 

A- Date _______________  Project title/description ___________________________________________________________________________________________
B- Date _______________  Project title/description ___________________________________________________________________________________________
C- Date _______________  Project title/description ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Additional Comments:
	                        Project PROMISE
Name ______________________________________

Teacher ________________Date ________________

Lesson #________     K   1   2   3     age_____

Students were asked to:

Time allowed for completion____________________

_____ independent at school             _____ small group

_____ independent at home               _____ whole class

Materials provided:

	
	                        Project PROMISE
Name ______________________________________

Teacher _________________ Date ______________

Lesson #________         K   1   2   3      age_____

Students were asked to:

Time allowed for completion____________________

_____ independent at school             _____ small group

_____ independent at home               _____ whole class

Materials provided:


	                        Project PROMISE
Name ______________________________________

Teacher ________________Date ________________

Lesson #________         K   1   2   3     age_____

Students were asked to:

Time allowed for completion____________________

_____ independent at school             _____ small group

_____ independent at home               _____ whole class

Materials provided:
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Teacher ________________ Date _______________
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_____ independent at home               _____ whole class
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Teacher _______________ Date ________________

Lesson #________         K   1   2   3     age _____

Students were asked to:

Time allowed for completion____________________

_____ independent at school             _____ small group

_____ independent at home               _____ whole class

Materials provided:



The William and Mary 

Classroom Observation Scales

Revised-

Targeted Behaviors for Project PROMISE
Classroom Observation Scales Development Team:

Joyce VanTassel-Baska, Ed.D

Linda Avery, Ph.D.

Jeanne Struck, Ph.D.

Annie Feng, Ed.D.

Bruce Bracken, Ph.D.

Diann Drummond, M.Ed.

Tamra Stambaugh, M.Ed.

The College of William and Mary

School of Education

Center for Gifted Education

2003

Funded by the Jacob Javits Grant, 

United States Department of Education
The William and Mary Classroom Observation Scales, Revised (Part 1)

Teacher Observation

Joyce VanTassel-Baska, Ed.D.
Linda Avery, Ph.D.

Jeanne Struck, Ph.D.
Annie Feng, Ed.D.
Bruce Bracken, Ph.D.

Dianne Drummond, M.Ed.

Tamra Stambaugh, M.Ed.

Observer______________________________
Date__________ # of minutes observed_____________

School_________________________________
Grade____________________

Teacher________________________________ 
Course/Lesson Observed_________________________ 

Student Information:
Total #______ 



Observed Gender:     
 #Boys_____ 

#Girls_____

Observed Ethnicity:
#White______ 

#African American______ 
#Hispanic_____




#Asian American______ 
#Other______ 


Gifted:

#Identified Gifted ______

Classroom Desk Arrangement: 
Desks in rows and columns ____  Desks in groups____  Desks in circle_____

Other (specify) ________________________________________________________________________________

Please outline what you have observed in the classroom with respect to curriculum and instruction-related activities. Describe the specific lesson, its organization, instructional methods used, characteristics of the learning experience and environment, texts and materials used, questions asked by the teacher, and any other relevant observations and impressions that may influence your completion of the attached checklist.

In the space provided, draw a picture of the room:

The William and Mary Classroom Observation Scales, Revised  (Part 2)

Teacher Observation

Joyce VanTassel-Baska, Ed.D.
Linda Avery, Ph.D.

Jeanne Struck, Ph.D.
Annie Feng, Ed.D.
Bruce Bracken, Ph.D.

Dianne Drummond, M.Ed.

Tamra Stambaugh, M.Ed.

Directions:  Please employ the following scale as you rate each of the checklist items.  Rate each item according to how well the teacher characteristic or behavior was demonstrated during the observed instructional activity.  Each item is judged on an individual, self-contained basis, regardless of its relationship to an overall set of behaviors relevant to the cluster heading. 

	3=Effective
	2=Somewhat Effective
	1=Ineffective
	N/O = Not Observed

	The teacher evidenced careful planning and classroom flexibility in implementation of the behavior, eliciting many appropriate student responses. The teacher was clear, and sustained focus on the purposes of learning.

	The teacher evidenced some planning and/or classroom flexibility in implementation of the behavior, eliciting some appropriate student responses.  The teacher was sometimes clear and focused on the purposes of learning.
	The teacher evidenced little or no planning and/or classroom flexibility in implementation of the behavior, eliciting minimal appropriate student responses.  The teacher was unclear and unfocused regarding the purpose of learning.  
	The listed behavior was not demonstrated during the time of the observation.
(NOTE:  There must be an obvious attempt made for the certain behavior to be rated “ineffective” instead of “not observed”.)


	General Teaching Behaviors

	Curriculum Planning and Delivery
	3
	2
	1
	N/O

	The teacher…

	  1. set high expectations for student performance.
	
	
	
	

	  2. incorporated activities for students to apply new knowledge.
	
	
	
	

	  3. engaged students in planning, monitoring or assessing their

      learning.
	
	
	
	

	  4. encouraged students to express their thoughts.
	
	
	
	

	  5. had students reflect on what they had learned.
	
	
	
	

	Comments:



	Differentiated Teaching Behaviors

	Accommodations for Individual Differences 
	3
	2
	1
	N/O

	The teacher…

	  6. provided opportunities for independent or group learning to promote

      depth in understanding content.
	
	
	
	

	  7. accommodated individual or subgroup differences (e.g., through 

       individual conferencing, student or teacher choice in material  

       selection and task assignments).
	
	
	
	

	  8. encouraged multiple interpretations of events and situations.
	
	
	
	

	  9. allowed students to discover key ideas individually through 
      structured activities and/or questions.
	
	
	
	

	Comments:



	Critical Thinking Strategies
	3
	2
	1
	N/O

	The teacher…

	10. encouraged students to judge or evaluate situations, problems, or        

      issues.
	
	
	
	

	11. engaged students in comparing and contrasting  ideas 

      (e.g., analyze generated ideas).
	
	
	
	

	12. provided opportunities for students to generalize from concrete 

      data or information to the abstract.
	
	
	
	

	13. encouraged student synthesis or summary of  information within 

      or across disciplines.
	
	
	
	

	Comments:



	Creative Thinking Strategies
	3
	2
	1
	N/O

	The teacher…

	14. solicited many diverse thoughts about issues or ideas.


	
	
	
	

	15. engaged students in the exploration of diverse points of view to 

      reframe ideas.
	
	
	
	

	16. encouraged students to demonstrate open-mindedness and tolerance  

      of imaginative, sometimes playful solutions to problems.
	
	
	
	

	17. provided opportunities for students to develop and elaborate on their 

      ideas.
	
	
	
	

	Comments:




Additional Comments:

The William and Mary Classroom Observation Scales

 Lesson Plan Script Sheet

	What’s Going On?

(Methods and Organization)
	# of Minutes
	Questions or Comments

(Specific Quotes)
	Other Observations
(include # of students answering or involved)

	

	
	            Teacher                                  
	Student
	

	
	
	
	
	


The William and Mary Classroom Observation Scales

 Lesson Plan Script Sheet

	What’s Going On?

(Methods and Organization)
	# of Minutes
	Questions or Comments

(Specific Quotes)
	Other Observations
(include # of students answering or involved)

	

	
	            Teacher                                  Student
	


Appendix

Observable Evidence of Classroom Behaviors 


The following examples serve as an indicator of potential classroom practices that might be observed.  The examples are not inclusive but included only to help clarify the listed behavior as it pertains to language arts.

	Teacher Behavior
	Observable Evidence

	CURRICULUM PLANNING AND DELIVERY
	The teacher…

	Set high expectations for student performance
	· gave concrete examples of appropriate and/or inappropriate responses to problems 

· provided rubric descriptions and/or sample products

	Incorporated activities for students to apply new knowledge
	· allowed time for students to practice a skill or concept (writing, discussion, real world problem or issue…)

· structured an application activity to illustrate an idea or theme being studied

	Engaged students in planning, monitoring, or assessing their learning 
	· encouraged students to self-edit given a specific standard or rubric

· required students to complete a self-evaluation form prior to submitting projects

· reminded students of deadlines or checks on progress of long-term projects

	Encouraged students to express their thoughts
	· solicited input from multiple students 

· responded in a way that makes students want to share more

· asked follow-up questions to probe student ideas 

	Had students reflect on what they had learned
	· required journal writing or think/pair/share to discuss new information

· asked higher level questions that help students make connections to previous learning and consider new learning


	ACCOMMODATIONS FOR 
INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES
	The teacher…

	Provided opportunities for independent or group learning to promote depth in understanding content
	· allowed time for a variety of options that allowed students to pursue personal study

· assigned group work that deepened understanding of a skill or idea

	Accommodated individual or subgroup differences 
	· provided choices in topics of writing, book selections,  questions or assignments

· adjusted pacing for varied students

· grouped according to interest or ability


	Encouraged multiple interpretations of events and situations
	· solicited varied student comments about ideas and interpretations of a reading

· asked students to work in small groups to discuss their personal interpretation of a passage of literature

· provided a graphic organizer for students to write varied interpretations of a novel or piece of literature

	Allowed students to discover key ideas individually through structured activities and/or questions
	· used graphic organizers to help students organize thoughts around central themes or ideas

· used questions to solicit responses instead of giving an answer away 

	CRITICAL THINKING STRATEGIES
	The teacher…

	Encouraged students to judge or evaluate situations, problems, or issues
	· asked questions about an author’s assumptions

· asked questions about the implications or consequences of a situation

	Engaged students in comparing and contrasting ideas
	· used a Venn Diagram, T-chart or other model to help students compare or contrast ideas from a text or multiple texts

· asked students to analyze a situation from two different perspectives

	Provided opportunities for students to generalize from concrete data 
	· encouraged connections to the theme of change and its generalizations, using proof from a text or passage

· engaged students in generating generalizations based on their reading

	Encouraged student synthesis or summary of information within or across disciplines
	· asked questions or required journal responses relating a novel to a given time period and/or culture

· asked student to write a summary of a class discussion just held



	CREATIVE THINKING STRATEGIES
	The teacher…

	Solicited many diverse thoughts about issues or ideas
	· asked questions such as “Did anyone have a different idea?” or “How else would we think about this question?”

· encouraged students to provide varied ideas or scenarios

	Engaged students in the exploration of diverse points of view to reframe ideas
	· asked questions about perspective or point of view and how the context of the story may be different, given a different perspective

· used quotes as a basis to analyze different perspectives

	Encouraged students to demonstrate open-mindedness and tolerance of imaginative, sometimes playful solutions to problems
	· made positive comments when given an unusual idea during discussion

· allowed students to present ideas in multiple modes of choice

	Provided opportunities for students to develop and elaborate on their ideas
	· allowed time for students to write extended responses to prove their point of view or idea

· asked students to clarify their thinking 

· asked “why” students thought as they did


The William and Mary Classroom Observation Scales, Revised


Observable Evidence of Classroom Behaviors


Tamra Stambaugh, M.Ed.; Joyce VanTassel-Baska, Ed.D








Unanticipated Student Behaviors Observed:











Unanticipated Student Behaviors Observed:














