Charm a Snake!

Pre-test

Circle the answers that are true:

· The smallest snake is about the size of a worm when fully grown. 

· A snake can weigh 400 pounds. 

· Snakes do not see or hear well. 

· Snakes do not chew their food, but swallow it whole. 

· A snake hatches from an egg. 

· Snakes are either green or brown. 

· Snakes only live in deserts.

Charm a Snake!
Objectives:
Students will understand that not all snakes are the same. They vary in many ways: where they live, what they eat, whether or not they are venomous, what they look like.  Each of these attributes are a way of classifying snakes.
Materials:

For this lesson, you will need:

· An assortment of library books about snakes
· Construction paper
· Scissors

· Box or Basket

· Pre-test about Snakes handout

· Optional:  Internet sites about snakes

Procedures:
· Prepare for this activity by cutting snake shapes out of colored construction paper and writing the name of a different snake on each one.  Choose snakes that are featured in the library books that you have available.  Put the “snakes” in a snake charmer’s basket.
·  Before playing “Charm a Snake!” students should complete the Pre-test about Snakes to show what they know about snakes. 
· Each student then closes his/her eyes, and “charms” one snake out of the basket   (takes a snake out of the basket) to research. Students use the library books you have provided and the Internet, if available, to do their research. Guide students’ research by starting them off with the following questions: 

1. What does it eat? 

2. Is it venomous (poisonous)?
3. Where does the snake live? 
4. What are its colors and patterns?  Why does it have these colors and patterns?
5. How does it warn people/animals to stay away?
6. How does it take care of its young?
7. How is this snake part of a food chain?
Encourage students to use these questions as a starting point but to take their research further.
· Have each student design an informative chart or display to share information about his or her snake with the rest of the class.
Share with the class:
Allow each student to present his or her findings to the class.  Encourage the whole class to group the snakes according to attributes.

Evaluation:
You can evaluate students on their charts or displays using the following three-point rubric: 

· Three points: reflects in-depth and thorough research; is clear, easy to read, and carefully prepared; answers at least five start-up questions and provides additional information as well 
· Two points: reflects adequate research; is satisfactorily prepared; answers four start-up questions, but provides no other information. 

· One point: reflects inadequate research; is unclear and carelessly prepared; fails to answer more than three start-up questions.
Vocabulary:
· Scales

Definition: Thin, platelike layers or pieces.
Context: Snakes are covered with scales.

· Fangs

Definition: Long venom-injecting teeth of some snakes. 
Context: If a snake has fangs, it has poison in them.

· Receptors

Definition: Devices that take or get impulses, sounds or images for information. 
Context: Some (snakes) see heat with special heat receptors that sense small differences in temperature.






