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The system that I am studying is __________________________________.

	Elements:

	Input:

	Output:

	Boundaries:

	Interactions:




	What is the function of the system? What is the system supposed to do?

	When is the system productive? When is it dysfunctional?

	What are some patterns of the system? What are some things that happen over and over again in the system?

	What other systems are interdependent with the system? What other systems does it need in order to function? What systems does it help?




The system that I am studying is my classroom.

	Elements:

students, teacher, desks, books, chalkboard, pencils, computers, etc.

	Input:

information, experiences, papers, visitors, etc.

	Output:

projects, presentations, test results, etc.

	Boundaries:

walls, window, door, schedule of school day, etc.

	Interactions:

conversations, learning, teaching, sharing, etc.



	What is the function of the system? What is the system supposed to do?

· To provide learning opportunities

· To have chances for students to talk to each other and work together on learning

· To allow students and teachers to ask questions

	When is the system productive? When is it dysfunctional?

· Productive: When students are learning; when people are discussing questions, books, ideas, etc.
· Dysfunctional: When there is too much activity not focused on learning; when there are too many interruptions in the day

	What are some patterns of the system? What are some things that happen over and over again in the system?

· Following the same schedule each day and each week

· Report cards go home every 9 weeks

· Students raise their hands and teachers call on them

· Patterns of desk arrangements

· Group arrangement of students

	What other systems are interdependent with the system? What other systems does it need in order to function? What systems does it help?

· The school system: Classrooms in a school interact with one another and the principal and other school staff members interact with them.

· The home system: Students take home homework and notes to parents; parents send notes to school; students discuss class activities at home and home activities at school.

· The media center system: Students and teachers can check out books to help with classroom learning. 
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