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Here’s the Problem!

Travel back in time. Think about this:

You are an American Indian child and you live in a town that once existed on the same land where your school is now located. Your friends have joined you for an afternoon of fun and games on a very hot summer’s day. You are all enjoying running and playing so much that you do not realize that you have wandered outside the town walls. The loud growl of an animal makes you check your surroundings and you are surprised at what you see. You look around and see that you are standing at the edge of the town fields on which your tribe usually grows delicious food like maize, beans, pumpkins, and squash. Just thinking about the special ways that your mother fixes these things makes your mouth start to water.

As you look around, you notice that the fields are not full of the healthy plants that they usually produce. In fact, the ground is hard and cracked. The few plants you see are brownish and wilting. As you think about this sight, you remember that the adults of your tribe have been talking all summer about the poor quality of the crops.

Later that evening, the tribal council calls an emergency meeting of all members of your tribe. Everyone talks about the situation that your friends and you noticed in the afternoon: not much rain has fallen in the area for some time; the soil is dry and hard; the tribal farmers have very poor crops and little food is being produced. Times have been really hard!

The tribal council is concerned about these reports and is looking for suggestions to combat the situation facing the tribe. The elders of the tribe ask you to help because they recognize that you are a great problem solver. You agree to help them investigate the problem and find a solution.

