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As school divisions plan for safe and effective delivery of instruction for all homebound students, incorporating the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines, the Virginia Department of Education’s (VDOE) Recover, Redesign, and Restart guiding document, and The Phase Guidance for Virginia Schools should be considered. 

As a reminder, Homebound Instruction is designed to provide continuity of educational services between the classroom and home or health care facility. Local school divisions should ensure that students on homebound are receiving the same opportunities as the rest of the student population with careful consideration of providing equitable access and support for a variety of students. Strategies such as distance learning can be accessible to students confined to their home or health care facility and as a result, homebound services may no longer be necessary. Please note that special accommodations or modifications may need to be made for students with 504 plans or Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) (refer to Addressing the Risk of COVID-19 in Preschool, Elementary and Secondary Schools While Serving Children with Disabilities for more information).
 
[bookmark: _9nxlo61smqjd]HOMEBOUND INSTRUCTION FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What does the CDC recommend for one-on-one instructional delivery?
· Students and service providers should wear a face covering as much as possible during service delivery. Encourage parents, caregivers, and guardians to practice wearing cloth face coverings with students at home before the first day of instruction. 
· Administrators and/or teachers should consult with parents, caregivers, or guardians about strategies to protect students and those around them.
· Adaptations and alternatives should be considered whenever possible to increase the feasibility of wearing a cloth face covering or to reduce the risk of COVID-19 spreading.
· Cloth face coverings should be worn by teachers and staff at all times and are especially important at times when social distancing is difficult to maintain.
· Students and service providers may need additional protective equipment depending on the individual characteristics of the student. Refer to CDC’s Guidance for Direct Service Providers for additional information.

Will the state reimburse homebound support for students during the 2020-2021 academic school year? 
At this time, state reimbursement will continue as it has in the past. 

For school divisions providing 100 percent remote instruction, how will students receive homebound services? 
Many students previously requiring homebound instruction may no longer need this service as they can access instruction remotely. If a school division is offering remote learning for 100 percent of the school day to students and a student previously requiring homebound services can access that instruction, then homebound services may not be necessary. School teams should collaborate with caregivers, medical providers, teachers, and the student to determine what delivery model is best suited for each student. 

How should attendance be coded for homebound students if they have access to virtual instruction?  
Students receiving homebound instruction are defined as those students confined at home or in a health care facility for periods that would prevent normal school attendance based upon certification of need by a licensed physician or licensed clinical psychologist. Accordingly, students would not meet eligibility to receive homebound instruction if they are able to fully engage in a school division's virtual learning plan and are able to meet the division's attendance requirements.

What can schools do to protect vulnerable students and employees from COVID-19?
Based on currently available information and clinical expertise, older adults and people of any age who have serious underlying medical conditions might be at higher risk for severe illness from COVID-19. Parents of children who are medically fragile or have one or more chronic conditions should check with their health care provider about school attendance. In addition, employees that meet the criteria listed for ‘higher risk’ populations should check with their healthcare provider before returning to work. Governor Northam’s phase guidance for public schools recommends remote learning and teleworking options be made available to students and staff that fall into this category.

Are students who are at “higher risk for severe illness” from COVID-19 automatically eligible for homebound instruction?  
As recommended by The Phase Guidance for Virginia Schools, students who are at a higher risk for severe illness, as defined by the CDC, should be provided an option for remote learning. This is not the same as homebound instruction. Homebound instruction is designed to provide supplemental and temporary support. Divisions should have a comprehensive plan for providing remote instruction to students at higher risk for severe illness from COVID-19. 
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Before delivering instruction, discuss the following with the parent/guardian:
· Are there other family members in the home? How can interactions be limited to reduce risk of exposure?
· In the planned instruction allocation, is it possible to keep six feet between the instructor and the student? Make sure the room or space is well ventilated (for example, open windows or doors) and large enough to accommodate social distancing. Arrange tables and chairs to allow for social distancing. 
· If anyone in the home is showing symptoms of COVID-19, or if they have come in close contact with someone with the virus, how will this be communicated to the instructor prior to them entering the home? (Close contact is defined by the CDC as: anyone who was within six feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes starting from 48 hours before the person began feeling sick until the time the patient was isolated). 
· When will a mask be worn during the visit? (Masks should be worn over the nose and mouth. Masks are especially important when it is difficult to stay at least six feet apart from others or when people are indoors to help protect each other. Masks should not be worn by children under age two or anyone who has trouble breathing, or is incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove the mask without assistance).
· Does the family have access to face coverings and cleaning supplies? 
· Discuss handwashing procedures and share how you plan to clean and disinfect instructional materials as well as your own hands. Everyone should wash their hands for at least 20 seconds at the beginning and end of the visit and whenever you think your hands may have become contaminated.
· Share with the family what safety precautions the instructor will be taking to keep everyone safe.
· Encourage caregivers and students to take everyday preventive actions to prevent the spread of respiratory illnesses. These actions include:
· Staying home when sick; 
· Appropriately covering coughs and sneezes; 
· Cleaning and disinfecting frequently touched surfaces; and 
· Washing hands often with soap and water (CDC offers several free handwashing resources that include health promotion materials, information on proper handwashing technique, and tips for families to help children develop good hand washing habits).

When planning instructional activities:
· Consider activities where social distancing can be maintained, like sidewalk chalk art or yard games.
· Think of how you will greet your student and say goodbye. Try to avoid close contact with students. For example, do not shake hands, elbow bump, or hug. Instead, wave and verbally greet them.
· Consider supplies that will be needed for activities and if possible bring duplicates so that it is not necessary for them to be shared.
· After a student uses supplies or manipulatives, have a plan for cleaning them prior to using them with another student.
· Carry hand sanitizer with you to allow for frequent hand cleaning without the need to interrupt instructional time. 
