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Garbage by 5s 
• 1-2-3 player game 

• Materials:  Count by 5 cards (set for each player plus one extra set) 

Directions:  

– Each person picks 10 cards from the pile and lays them face down to look like a 
ten frame.  The rest of the cards stay in the stack.   

– Player 1 draws a card from the pile and figures out where it would go in the 10 
frame.  Say it to Play It!  Each player must tell how they know where the card 
goes. The player puts the card in the spot they selected 
face up and picks up the card that was there before. Play 
continues until player 1 has a repeat. Player 1 then says 
“Garbage” and places the card in the discard pile, face up. 

– Player 2 begins. Players take turns going back and forth.  

– To win the game, a player must have all their cards face up and in the correct 
sequence.  

Variations: 

– Begin at other numbers-start at 21 and end at 30. 

– Count by 2’s, 3’s, 5’s, 10’s, etc. 

– Use the game to practice multiplication/division facts.  Using skip counting cards, 
player must state the multiplication fact and/or division fact that coincides with that 
number 

– Use ordinal words to be sequenced 

– Count by decimal numbers beginning with zero 

– Encourage students to create their own version 
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