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She w
aved back and forth in the tides,

soaking up sunlight from
 above, nutrients

from
 the sandy soil below

 her, and w
ater

from
 all around.
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So, w
ho killed SA

V
? W

as it H
urricane

A
gnes, C

lam
 D

redging, D
evelopm

ent, or
N

utrients? Y
ou decide.
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She provided food and shelter for
w

ater birds, crabs, baby fish, and tiny
invertebrates in her thick leaves. She hid
them

 from
 predators w

hile they grew
.
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N
utrients started out as a pretty

innocent guy. H
e helped plants to grow

,
including SA

V
. B

ut then the people w
ho

lived in the B
ay’s w

atershed started to add
lots of N

utrients to the soil. T
hey put

fertilizers and chem
icals on their grass and

crops to m
ake them

 grow
 faster.
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A
 big hurricane blew

 across the
C

hesapeake B
ay. T

he H
urricane’s nam

e w
as

A
gnes. H

urricane A
gnes caused the salty

ocean w
ater at the m

outh of the B
ay to flow

m
uch further up into the B

ay. SA
V

 could
not live w

ith so m
uch salt in the w

ater
around her.
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D
evelopm

ent caused trees to be
chopped dow

n and caused a lot m
ore soil to

erode into the rivers and stream
s that flow

ed
into the B

ay. T
he extra soil in the w

ater
blocked out the sunlight that SA

V
 needed to

live.
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O
ne day, the people w

ho lived around
the B

ay found out that the clam
s and oysters

that lived in SA
V

’s shelter w
ere delicious to

eat. T
hey decided to take lots and lots of

clam
s and oysters out of the B

ay by
dredging. T

his m
eans they w

ould drag a
large rake from

 their boats to scrape the
oysters and clam

s off the bottom
 of the B

ay
and into their boats.Page 8

C
lam

 D
redging did not scrape just the

clam
s and oysters, though. SA

V
 got caught

in the rakes as w
ell. W

hen C
lam

 D
redging

scraped for oysters and clam
s, he also ripped

up lots and lots of SA
V

.
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