Swimming Along

Question: What animal body shape is the best streamline for an aquatic ecosystem?

Materials:
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Waterproof clay

Fishing line

Large paperclips

Large plastic container filled with water
Clock

Design two different shaped bodies out of clay.

Insert a paperclip into one end of one of the models.

Tie fishing line to the paper clip.

Place the model in the container with water.

Hang the free end of the fishing line over the container.

Add paperclips, one by one, to measure the amount of force (number of paperclips) it
takes to move the fish in the tank.

Time how long it takes the fish model to move the length of the container.

Repeat with the second model.
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