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For Immediate Release:	June 12, 2019

Contact: Charles B. Pyle, Director of Media Relations (804) 371-2420 

Virginia Peninsula Foodbank Recognized 
for Food Program Achievement 

RICHMOND, Va. — Virginia Peninsula Foodbank in Hampton has been awarded the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Child and Adult Care Food Program Achievement Award for meal quality, nutrition education and use of locally grown and raised foods. 

The Child and Adult Care Food Program is funded by USDA and is administered in the commonwealth by the Virginia Department of Education’s Office of School Nutrition Programs. The program provides access to food for children after the school day has ended. Participating community organizations must serve meals that meet the USDA standards and are encouraged to serve meals that are nutritionally balanced and appealing to children.

VDOE nominated Virginia Peninsula Foodbank for the award in recognition of the foodbank’s success in serving hot meals that incorporate fresh and seasonal produce. Children at the foodbank’s several feeding locations enjoy locally grown vegetables and fruits as part of colorful dishes that encourage them to try new foods. 

“From Salisbury steak and mashed potatoes to their special recipe for chicken Alfredo with a squash medley, all meals are made fresh daily by the foodbank’s chefs and kitchen staff,” VDOE Director of School Nutrition Programs Sandra Curwood said. 

The award will be presented on Friday, June 14 during the foodbank’s 2019 Summer Food Service Program kick-off event. The celebration will begin at 11 a.m., and will feature Cincinnati Bengals cornerback B.W. Webb, a Newport News native and graduate of Warwick High and William & Mary. The Summer Food Service Program provides access to nutritious meals during the summer months when most schools are not in session.

In addition to providing meals to children in Hampton, Newport News, Poquoson, Williamsburg and the counties of Gloucester, James City, Mathews, Surry and York, Virginia Peninsula Foodbank partners with Virginia Cooperative Extension to offer an array of nutrition education classes for children and their parents. Some of the classes include: Fun and Easy Ways to Eat Fruits and Vegetables, How to Influence Your Teens to Eat More Fruits and Vegetables, and What Does a Health Plate Look Like?
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